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v Treatiſes writ by the ſame Author, moſt | 


= of them mentioned in the following | 
. Diſcourſes; which will be ſpeedily þ 
Ne 


Charatler of the preſent Set of Wits | 
isn this Iſland. 
4 Pane 


gyrical Eſfay upon the Number 
THREE. 


2 
I Diſſertation upon the principal Produtttons ö 
of Grub ſtreet. 


B Lectures upon a Diſſection of "OR Ne 

8 ture. | 

| A Panegyrick pon the World. | 

An Analytical Diſcourſe upon Zeal, Hiſtori- 
theo- phyſi — _ dered. 

A general Hiſtory of 

A modeſt Defence of- 3 "Promila: of the | 
Rabble in all Ages. 


A Deſcriptios of the Kingdom of Abſur- 
dities. 1 
A Voyage into England, by a Perſon of, 
Nuality in Terra Auſtralis incognita, 
trau late from the Original. 
A Critical Eſſay upon hl Art of Canting 
Pbiloſophically, Plyſcaſy end Mufteal 


conſidered. 
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Written for the Univerſal 1 
ment of "Mankind. 
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| To which is added, 
An ACCOUNT of a 


BATTLE 


BETWEEN THE 
Antient and Modern BOOKS 
in St. Famer's Library. | 


Bafima eacabaſa eanaa ſrrauriita, diarba da caeo- 
taba tobor camelanthi. lren. Lib. 1. C. 18. 
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__ Fuvatque novos decerpere flores, 
Infigne que meo capiti petere inde coronam, 
nde prius nulli velarins tempora Muſe. Lucret. 
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The Right Honourable, 
Lord SO MME RNS. 4 


My L oR P, 


| H O' the Author has written a large Dedica- 
tion, yet That being Addreſs'd to a Age 


whom I am never likely to have the Honor o 
being known to; A Perſon, beſides, as far as I can 
| obſerve, not at all regarded, or thought on by any of 
our preſent Writers ; And, I _ wholly free from 
that Slavery, which Bookſellers uſually lye under, to 
the Caprices of Authors; I think it a wiſe Piece of 
Preſumption, to inſcribe theſe Papers to Your Lord- , 
ſhip, and to implore Your Lordſhip's Protection of 
them. God and your Lordſhip know their Faults, and 
their Merits ; for as to my own Particular, I am alto- 

3% gether a Stranger to the Matter; And, the every Body 
gelte thould be equally ignorant, I do not fear the Sale 
ot the Book, at all the worſe, upon that Score. Your 
& Lordſhip's Name on the Front, in Capital Letters, will 
at any time get off one Edition: Neither would I de- 

} fire any other Help, to grow an Alderman, than a Pa- | 
tent for the ſole Priviledge of Dedicating to your Lord- 6 


ſhip. 

I ſhould now, in right of a Dedicator, give your 
Lordſhip a Liſt of your own Virtues, and, at the ſame 
time, be very unwilling to offend your Modeſty ; But 
chiefly, I ſhould celebrate your Libgghty toward Men 
OY 2 of 
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cations, and tranſcribe an Abſtract, to be applied to 
your Lordſhip ; But, I was diverted by a certain Acci- 
dent. For, upon the Covers of theſePapers, I caſually 
obſerved written in large Letters, the two following 
Words, DET OUR DIGNISSIMO ; 
which, for ought I knew, might contain ſome Impor - 
tant Meaning. But, it unluckily fell out, that none 


of the Authors I employ, underſtood Latin (tho / 


have them often in pay, to tranſlate out of that Lan- 
guage”) I was therefore compelled to have recourſe to 
the Curate of our Pariſh , who Engliſhed it thus, 
Let it be given to the Worthieſt ; And his Comment was, 
that the Author meant, his Work ſhould be Dedica- 
ted to the Sublimeſt Genius of the Age, for Wit, 


Learning, Judgment, Eloquence and Wildom. I call'd | 
at a Poets Chamber (who works for my Shop) in an 


Alley hard by, ſhewed him the Tranſlation, and de- 
Fred his Opinion, who 1t was that the Author could 
mean; He told me, after ſome Confideration, that 
Vanity was a Thing he abhorrd ; but by the De- 
ſcription, he thought Himſelf to be the Perſon aimed 
at; And, at the {ame time, he very kindly offer d his 
* own Afliſtance gratis, towards Penning a Dedication 
to Himſelf. I defired him however, to give a ſecond 
Gueſs ; Why then, (aid he, It muſt be I, or my Lord 
Sommers. From thence I went to ſeveral other Wits 


of my Acquaintance, with no ſmall Hazard and Wea- * 
rineſs to my Perſon, from a prodigious Number of 
dark, WRONG PRs 3 But found them all in the 

h of your Lordſhip and themſelves. | 


ſame Story, 
Now, your Lordſhip is to underſtand, that this Pro- 
ceeding was not of my on Invention: For, I have 
ſomewhere heard, it 15 a Maxim, that thoſe, to whom 
every Body allows the Second Place, have an undoub- 
ted Title to the Firſt. 


THIS Infallihly convinced me, that your Lord- 
ſhip was the. Perſon intended by the Author. But, 
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DEDICATION. 
of great Parts and ſmall Fortunes; and give you broad 


Hints, that I mean my ſelf, And, I was juſt going on in 
the uſual Method, to peruſe a hundred or two of Dedi- | 
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DEDICATION. _ 


being very unacquainted in the Style and Form of De- 
; ' i dications, I employ d thoſe Wits aforeſaid, to furniſh 
me with Hints and Materials, towards a Panegyrick 
> ME upon your Lordſhip's Virtues. 

; IN two Days, they brought me Ten Sheets of Pa- 
per, filld up on every Side. They ſwore to me, that 
they had ranſa:k'd whatever could be found in the 
Characters of Socrates,, Arifiides, Epaminondas, Cato, 
Twly, Atticus, and other hard Names, which I cannot 
now recollect. However, I have Reaſon to believe 
they impoſed upon my Ignorance, becauſe, when I 
came to read over their Collections, there was not 
0 a Syllable there, but, what I, and every body elſe, 
k Knew as well as themſelves: Therefore, I grievouſſy 
6, ſuſpect a Cheat; and, that theſe Authors of mi 

* ſtole and tranſcribed every Word, from the Univerſal 
t, Report of Mankind. So that I look upon my elf as 


d fifty Shillings out of Pocket, to no manner of Pur- 
mn |} pole. 


I E, by altering the Title, I could make the Mate- 
at rials ſerve for another Dedication (as my Betters have 
e- done) it would help to make up my Loſs : But, I 
ed have made ſeveral Perſons dip here and there in thoſe 
nis Papers, and before they read three Lines, they have alh 
on aſured me, plainly, that they cannot poſſibly be ap- 

plied to any Perſon beſides your Lordſhip. 


its I expected, indeed, to have heard of, your Lord- 
e- ſhip's Bravery, at the Head of an Army; Of your un- 
of daunted Courage, in mounting a Breach, or ſcaling a 
the &# Wall; Or, to have had your Pedigree tracd in a 
ves. Lineal Deſcent from the Houſe of Auſtria; Or, of your 
ro- wonderful Talent at Dreſs and Dancing; Or, your 
ave W Profound Knowledge in Algebra, Metaphyſicks, the 
om Oriental Tongues: But to ply the World with an 
ub- old beaten Story of your Wit, and Eloquence, 
and Learning, and Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Polite- 

neſs, and Candor, and Evenneſs of Temper in all 
Scenes of Life; Of that great Diſcernment in Diſco- 
ering, and Readineſs in Favouring: deſerying Men; 
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of great Parts and ſmall Fortunes; and give you broad 
Hints, that I mean my ſelf, And, I was juſt going on in 
the uſual Method, to peruſe a hundred or two of Dedi- | 


cations, and tranſcribe an Abſtract, to be applied to 
your Lordſhip ; But, I was diverted by a certain Acci- 
dent. For, upon the Covers of theſe Papers, I caſually 
obſerved written 1n large Letters, the two following 


Words, DET UR DIGNISSIMO ; 
t contain ſome Impor- 


which, for ought I knew, might 33 
ily fell out, that none 


tant Meaning. But, it unluc 


of the Authors I employ, underſtood Latin (tho 1 
have them often in pay, to tranſlate out of that Lan- 
guage) I was therefore compelled to have recourſe to 
the Curate of our Pariſh , who Engliſhed it thus, 


Let it be given to the Morthieſt; And his Comment was, 


that the Author meant, his Work ſhould be Dedica- 


ted to the Sublimeſt Genius of the Age, for Wit, 
Learning, Judgment, Eloquence and Wildom. I call'd 


at a Poet's Chamber (who works for my Shop) in an 
Alley hard by, ſhewed him the Tranſlation, and de- } 
Fred his Opinion, who it was that the Author could 
mean; He told me, after ſome Conſideration, that 


Vanity was a Thing he abhorr d; but by the De- 
ſcription, he thought Himſelf to be the Perſon aimed 


at; And, at the (ame time, he very kindly offer d his 


- own Aſſiſtance gratis, towards Penning a Dedication 
to Himſelf. I defired him however, to give a ſecond 
Gueſs ; Why then, ſaid he, It muſt be I, or my Lord 
Sommers. From thence JI went to ſeveral other Wits 


of my Acquaintance, with no ſmall Hazard and Wea- 3 
rineſs to my Perſon, from a prodigious Number of 
dark, winding, Stairs; But found them all in the 
ſame Story, h of your Lordſhip and themſelves. / 
Now, your Lordſhip is to underſtand, that this Pro- 
ceeding was not of my 'own Invention: For, I have 
ſomewhere heard, it is a Maxim, that thoſe, to whom 
every Body allows the Second Place, have an undoub- | 


ted Title to the Firſt. 
THIS Infallihly convinced me, that your Lord- 


ſhip was the Perſon intended by the Author. But, 
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DEDICATION. 


being very unacquainted in the Style and Form of De- 
dications, I employ d thoſe Wits aforeſaid, to furniſh 
me with Hints and Materials, towards a Panegyrick 
upon your Lordſhip's Virtues. 


IN two Days, they brought me Ten Sheets of Pa- 
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ver, fill d up on every Side. They ſwore to me, that 


they had ranſa:k'd whatever could be found in the 


Characters of Socrates,, Arifiides, Epaminondas, Cato, 
Tx Tully, Atticus, and other hard Names, which I cannot 
nov recollect. However, I have Reaſon to believe 
they impoſed upon my Ignorance, becauſe, when 1 
came to read over their Collections, there was not 


a Syllable there, but, what I, and every body elſe, 
knew as well as themſelves : Therefore, I grievouſſy 
ſuſpect a Cheat; and, that theſe Authors of min 

ſtole and tranſcribed every Word, from the Univerſa 
Report of Mankind. So that I look upon my ſelf as 


= Shillings out of Pocket, to no manner of Pur- 
pole. | 


I E, by altering the Title, I could make the Mate- 
rials ſerve for another Dedication (as my Betters have 
done) 1t would help to make up my Loſs : But, I 
have made ſeveral] Perſons dip here and there in thoſe 
Papers, and before they read three Lines, they have alb 
aſſured me, plainly, that they cannot poſſibly be ap- 
plied to any Perſon beſides your Lordſhip. 


J expected, indeed, to have heard of, your Lord- 
ſhip's Bravery, at the Head of an Army; Of your un- 
daunted Courage, in mounting a Breach, or ſcaling a 
Wall; Or, to: have had your Pedigree tracd in a 
Lineal Deſcent rom the Houſe of Auſtria; Or, of your 


= wonderful Talent at Dreſs and Dancing; Or, your 
Profound Knowledge in Algebra, Metaphyſicks, and the 


Oriental Tongues: But to ply the World with an 
old beaten Story of your Wit, and Eloquence, 
and Learning, and Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Polite- 
neſs, and Candor, and Evenneſs of Temper 1n all 
Scenes of Life; Of that great Diſcernment in Diſco- 
vering, and Readineſs in Favouring: deſerving Men; 

. 9a 4 5 with 


DEDICATION. 
with forty other common Topicks : I confeſs, I have 
neither Conſcience, nor Countenance to do it. Be- 
cauſe, there is no Virtue, either of a Publick or Pri - 
vate Life, which ſome Circumſtances of your own, | 
have not often produced upon the Stage of the World) - 
And thoſe few, which for want of Occaſions to exert | } 
them, might otherwiſe have paſs d unſeen or un- 

obſerved by your Friends, your Enemies have at 
length brought to Light. = 


_ - *FIS true, 1 ſhould be very loath, the Bright 
Example of your Lordſhip's Virtues ſhould be loſt Þ 
to After-Ages, both for their ſake and your own ; 
but chiefly, becauſe they will be ſo very neceſſary to | 
adorn the Hiſtory of a late Reign; And That is ano- | 
ther Reaſon, Why I would forbear to make a Re- 
cital of them here; Becauſe, I have been told by Wiſe | 
Men, that as Dedications have run for ſome Years 
paſt, a good Hiſtorian will not be apt to have Re- 
courſe thither, in ſearch of Characters. fo 


THERE is one Point, wherein I think we De- 
dicators would do well to change our Meaſures; I 1 
mean, inſtead of running on ſo far, upon the Praiſe * 
Of our Patron's Liberality, to ſpend a Word or two, 
in admiring their Patience. I can put no «greater | 
Compliment on your Lordſhip's, that by giving you 
ſo ample an Occaſion to exerciſe it at preſent. ' Tho 
Jr fe I ſhall not be apt to reckon much Merit to 
your Lordſhip upon that Score, who having been for- 5 
merly uſed to tedious Harangues, and ſometimes, to 
_ as little Purpoſe, will be the readier to pardon this, 

eſpecially, when it is offered by one, who is with all 
Retpect and Veneration, 

My LORD, 


Tour Lordſhip's moft Obedient, 
and moit Faithful Servant, 


The Bookſellor. 
ITI 
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' TO. THE 
| READER 


T is now Six Years, ſince theſe Papers came firſt 
to my Hand, which ſeems to have been about 
3 a Twelvemonth after they were writ : For, the 
Author tells us in his Preface to the firſt Treatiſe, that 
e hath Calculated it for the Year 1697, and in ſe- 
eral Paſſages of that Diſcourſe, as well as the ſe- 
ond, it appears, they were written about that 
ime. | | 


N 


A'S to the Author, I can give no manner of Satis- 
action; However, I am credibly informed, that this 
FPublication is without his Knowledge; for he con- 
Fludes the Copy is loſt, having lent it to a Perſon, 
nce dead, and being never in Poſſeſſion of it after: 
Po that, whether the Work received his laſt Hand, 
r, whether he intended to fill up the defective Places, 
29s like to remain a Secret. | 


& IF I ſhould go about to tell the Reader, by what 
Accident, I became Maſter of theſe Papers, it would, 
In this Unbelieving Age, pals for little more than 
he Cant, or [argon of the Trade. I, therefore, glad- 
2 {pare both him and my ſelf ſo unneceſſary a Trou- 
le. There yet remains a difficult Queſtion, why I 
Fubliſhed them no ſooner. I forbore upon two Ac- 
ounts ; Firſt, becauſe I thought I had better Work 
Pp | upon 


| The Bookſeller to the Reader. 
upon my Hands; and Secondly, becauſe, I was not 
without ſome Hope of hearing from the Author, and 
receiving his Directions. But, I have been lately 
alarm'd with Intelligence of a Surreptitions Copy, 
which a certain great Wit had new Poliſh'd and Re- 
fin'd, or as our preſent Writers expreſs themſelves, fited 
to the Humour of the Age; as they have already done with 
great Felicity, to Don Quixot, Boccalini, [a Bruyere, and other 
Authors. However, I thought it fairer Dealing, to 
or the whole Work in its Naturals. If any Gen- 
t will pleaſe to furniſh me with à Key, in order 
to explain the more difficult Parts, I ſhall very grate- | 
bare acknowledge the Favour , and Print it by it 
elf. 
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Fpiſtle Dedicatory, 
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His Royal Highneſs 


ADDS ECL tC 


PRINCE POS TEARIT v. 


SIX, 1 
H ER E preſent Your Highneſs with the Fruits 
of a very few leiſure Hours, ſtollen from the 
ſhort Intervals of a World of Bufineſs, and of 
an Employment quite alien from ſuch Amuſe- 
ments as this: The poor Production of that 
Mefuſe of Time which has lain heavy upon my Hands, 
luring a long Prorogation of Parliament, a great 
Dearth of Foreign News, and a tedious Fit of Ramy 
eather : For which, and other Reaſons, it cannot 
huſe extreamly to delerve ſuch a Patronage as that ot 
Your Highneſs, whoſe numberleſs Virtues in ſo few 
Pears, make the World look upon You as the future 
Frample to all Princes: For altho' Your Highneſs 15 
ardly got clear of Intan 
earned World already re olved upon appealing to 
Your future Dictates with the loweſt and moſt re- 
igned Submiſlion ; Fate having decreed Yo ſole Ar- 
iter of the Productions of Human Wit, in this po- 
ite and moſt accompliſh'd Age. Methinks, the Num- 
der of Appellants were enough to ſhock and ſtartle 
ny Judge of a Genius leſs unlimitted than Yours: 
Bur in order to prevent ſuch glorious Tryals, the. 
Perſon (it ſeems) to whoſe Care the Education of 
our Highneſs is committed, has reſolved (as I 10 
| to 


1E 


yet has the Univerſal 
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told) to keep you, in almoſt an univerſal ignorance| 
of our Studies, which it is Your inherent Birth- right 


to inſpect. 


I'T is amazing to me, that this Perſon ſhould have 
Aſſurance in the face of the Sun, to go about perſua- 
ding Your Highneſs, that our Age 1s almoſt wholly 
illiterate, and has hardly produced one Writer upon 
any __ I &how very well, that when Your 
Highneſs ſhall come to riper years, and have gone 
thro the Learning of Antiquity, you will be too curious 
to neglect enquiring into the Authors of the very age | 

tne 


before You ; and to think that this Inſolent, in 1 
Account he is preparing for Your View, defigns toy 
reduce them to a Number ſo inſignificant as I am le: 


aſhamed to mention; it moves my Zeal and my Spleen 
tor the Honor and Intereſt of our vaſt flouriſhing 
Body, as well as of my ſelf, for whom I know by 
long Experience, he has Profels'd and ſtill continues 
a peculiar Malice. | 


'TIS not unlikely, that when Your Highneſs wil 
one day peruſe what I am now writing, You may be 
ready to expoſtulate with Your Governor upun the 
Credit of what I here affirm, and command Him to 
thew You ſome of our Productions. To which he 
will anſwer, (for I am well informed of his Deſigns) 
by asking Your Highneſs, where they are? and what 
is become of them? and pretend it a Demonſtration 
that there never were any, becauſe they are not then 
to be found: Not to be found! Who has miſlaid 
them > Are they ſunk in the Abyſs of Things > Ti 
certain, that in their own Nature they were light 
enough to ſwim upon the Surface for ail Eternity 
Therefore the Fault is in Him, who tied Weights 10 
heavy to their Heels, as to depreſs them to the Center, 
Is their very Eſſence deſtroyed > Who has annihila- 
ted them > Were they drowned by Purges, or mar 
tyred by Pipes > Who adminiſtred them to the 
Poſteriors of. But that it may no longer be 3 
Doubt with Your Highneſs, who is to be the Authoi 
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Prince Poſterity. © 3 
df this univerſal Ruin; I beſeech You to obſerve that 
arge and terrible Scythe which Your Govemour 
fects to bear continually about him. Be pleaſed to - 
emark the LR andStrength,the Sharpnefs and Hard- 
eſsbf his Nails and Teeth: Conſider his baneful abo- 

inable Breath, Enemy to Lite and Matter, infectious 

nd corrupting : And then reflect whether it be 

oſſible for any Mortal Ink and Paper of this Genera- 

ion to make a ſuitable Reſiſtance. Oh, that Your 

lighneſs would one day reſolve to diſarm this Uſurp- 
ng Maitre de Palais, of his furious Engines, and bring 

our Empire hors du Page. 


* 


Ir vere endleſs to recount the ſeveral Methods of 


to yrarmy and Deſtruction, which your Governor is 
am leaſed to p̃ractiſe upon this Occafion. His inveterate 
een lalice is ſuch to the Writings of our Age, that of 
1ngf&everal Thouſands produced yearly from this renown- 
by City, before the next Revolution of the Sun, there - 


not one to be heard of: Unhappy Infants, many of 

em barbatouſly deſtroyed, before they have ſo much 
s learnt their Mother-Tongue to beg for pity. Some 
> ſtifles in their Cradles, others he frights into Con- 
Ifions, whereof they ſuddenly die; Some he flays 
live, others he tears Limb from Limb, Great numbers 
e offered to Moloch, and the reſt rainted by his breath 
ie of a languiſhing Conſumption. 


BUT the Concern I have moſt at Heart, is for our 
orporation of Poets, from whom I am preparing a 
ttition to Your Highneſs, to be ſubſcribed with the 
ames of one hundred thirty fix of the firſt Rate, but 
hoſe immortal Productions are never Jikely to reach 
dur Eyes, tho each of them is gow an humble and 
n earneſt Appellant for the Laurel, and has large 
pmely Volumes ready to ſhew for a Support to his 
retenſions. The never-dying Works of theſe II- 
ſtrious Perſons, Your Governor, Sir, has devoted to 
avoidable Death, and Your Highnels is to be made 
lieve, that our Age has never arrived at the Honor 
TM 
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WZ confeſs. Immortality to be a great and powerful] 
Goddeſs, but in vain we offer up to her our Devo- 
tions and our Sacrifices, if Your Highneſs's Goyer- 
nor, who has uſyrped the Prieſthood, muſt by an un- 
parallelld Ambition and Avarice, wholly 1ntercept 
and devour them. 


T O affirm that our ag? is altogether Unlearned, 
and devoid of Writers in any kind, ſeems to be ani 
Aſſertion ſo bold and ſo falſe, that I have been ſome. 
time — the contrury may almoſt be proved by 
- uncontroulable Demonſtration. Tis true indeed, that 
altho their Numbers be vaſt, and their Production 

numerous in proportion, yet are they hurryd of 

haſtily off the Scene, that they eſcape our Memory, 
and delude our Sight. When I firſt thought of this 
_ Addreſs, I had prepared a copious Liſt of Titles tof 
elent Your Highnels as an undiſputed Argument 
or what I affirm. The Originals were poſted tre{hf 
upon all Gates and Corners,ot Streets; but returning 
in a very few hours to take a Review, they were al 
torn down, and freſh ones in their places: I enqui- 
red after them among Readers and Bookſellers, but [| 
enquired in vain, the Memorial of them was loft among 

Men, their Place was no more to be foun1, and I wa} 

laugh'd to ſcorn, for a Clown and a Pedant, devoid 

of all Taſte and Refinement, little verſed in the courſd 
of preſent Affairs, and that knew nothing of what | 
had paſs d in the beſt Companies of Court and Tow! 

So that I can only avow in general to. Your High 

neſs, that we do abound in Learning and Wit; bu 
to fix upon Particulars, is a Task too flippery for my 
ſlender Abilities. If I ſhould venture in a windy da 
to affirm to Your Highnels, that there is a large Clout E 
near the Horizon in the Form of a Bear, another ig, 
the Zenith with the Head of an Aſs, a third to th 
Weſtward with Claws like a Dragon; and Your High 
neſs ſhould in a few Minutes think fit to examin 
the Truth; tis certain they would be all changed! 
Figure and Poſition, new ones would ariſe, and a 

W 


il 
I 
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we cou'd agree upon, wou d be, that Clouds there | 
were, but that I was groſly miſtaken in the Zoography 


uy and Terography of them. 
4 BU T Your Governour, perha s, may ftill inſiſt 
0 and put the Queſtion: What is then become of tho 


Imwenſe Bales of Paper, which muſt needs have been 
employ d in ſuch Numbers of Books > Can theſe allo 
be wholly annihilate, and ſo of a ſudden as I pretend? 
What ſhall Il ſay in return of ſo invidious an Objecti- 
on ? It ill befits the Diſtance between Your Highneſs 
and Me, to ſend You for Ocular Conviction to à ſakes 
or an Oven; to the Windows of a Bawdy-Houſe or 
to a ſordid Lanthorn. Books like Men their Authors 
Shave no more than one Way of coming into the 
World, but there are Ten Thouſand to go out of it, 
and return no more. 


ol I profeſs to 'Your Highneſs in the * of 
ahm Heart, that what I am going to ſay is litterally 
— true this Minute I am writing : What Revolutions 


may happen before it ſhall be ready for Your Peruſal, 
I can by no means warrant ; However, I beg You to 
WF accept it as a Specimen of our Learning, our Polite- 
Ineſs, and our Wie I do therefore affirm upon the 
word of a fincere Man, that there is now actually in 
being, a certain Poet called ohn Dryden, whoſe Tran- 
ation of Virgil was lately Printed in a large Folio, well 
ound; And if diligerit ſearch were made, for ought I 


my Wnow, is yet to be ſeen. There is another call'd Nabyen 
lich! ee, who is ready to make Oath that he has cauſed many 
| > P.heams of Verſe to be publiſhed, whereot both him- 
* elf and his Bookſeller (if lawfully required ) can 


Kill produce Authentick Copies, and therefore won- 
ers why the World is pleaſed to make ſuch a Secret of 
it. There is a Third, known by the Name of Tom 
Pourfey, a Poet of vaſt Comprehenfioa, an univerſal 
Genius, and moſt profound Learning. There are alſo 
ene Mr. Rymer, and one Mr. Dennis, moſt profound 
Criticks, There is a Perſon ſtyled Dr. B--1/--y, who 
has wrote near a Thouſand Pages of immenſe Eruditi- 
* On, 


. 
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on, Giving 4 Full and True Account of a certain $quabble 
of wonderful Importance between Himſelf and a Baok- 
ſeller : He is a Writer of infinite Wit and Humour; 
no Man raillyes with a better Grace, and in more 
ſprightful Turns. Further, I 4 to Your Highneſs, 
that with theſe Eyes I have beheld the Perſon of Willi- 
am Mit- n, B. D. who has written a good fizeable 
Volume againft a Friend of Your Governour ( from 
whom, alas! he muſt therefore look for little Fa- 
your ) in a moſt Gentlemanly Style, adorned with ut- 
moſt Politeneſs and Civility'; replete with Diſcove- 
ries equally valuable for their Novelty and Uſe : and 
embelliſh'd with Traits of Wit ſo poignant and fo 
appoſite, that he is a worthy Yoke-mate to his fore- 
mentioned Friend. | 


WHY ſhould IT go upon farther Particulars, 
which might fill a Volume with the juſt Elogies of my 
Cotemporary Brethren ? I ſhall eath this Piece of 
Juftice to a larger Work : wherein I intend to write 
a Character of the preſent Set of Wits in our Nati- 
on : Their Perſons I ſhall deſcribe particularly, and 
at Length, their Genius and Underſtandings in Mig- Mbit 
nature. Va; 


IN the mean time, I do here make bold to pre- t u 
ſent Your Highneſs with a Faithful Abſtract drawn 
from the Univerſal Body of all Arts and Sciences, in-rou 
tended wholly for Your Service and Inſt ruction: Nor ¶on 
do I doubt in the leaſt, but Your Highneſs will peruſe ery 
it as carefully, and make as conſiderable Improvements, Merve 
as other young Princes have already done by the ma- Meet 
ny Tons of late years written for a Help to their 

tudies. 


THAT Your Highneſs may advance in Wiſdom . He 
and Virtue, as well as Years, and at laſt out-ſhine all her 
Your Royal Anceſtors, ſhall be the daily Prayer of, 

. SIR 
Decemb. | ; Tour 3 4 
1697. Moſt Devoted Bec. 
Ly * *' 4 T H b 
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HE Wits of the preſent Age being ſo very nu- 
merous and penetrating, it ſeems, the Grandees 
dt Church and State begin to fall under horrible Ap- 
drehenſions leſt theſe Gentlemen during the Intervals 
df a long Peace, ſhould find leiſure to pick Holes in 
he weak ſides of Religion and Government, To 
revent which, there has been much Thought employ- 
d of late upon certain Projects for taking of the 


r Force, and Edge ot thoſe formidable Enquirers, from 
ny anvaſſing and reaſoning upon ſuch delicate Points. 
of hey have at length fixed upon one, which will re- 
ite guire ſome Time as well as Coſt, to perfect. Mean 


hile, the Danger hourly increaſmg, by new Levies 
F Wits all appointed (as there is Reaſon to fear) 
S- eith Pen, Ink, and Paper, which may at an hour's 

Varning be drawn out into Pamphlets, and other 

dffenſive Weapons, ready for immediate Execution: 
re- t was judged ot abſolute neceſſity, that ſome preſent 
wiExpedicnt be thought on, till the main Deſign can be 
19- Wrought to Maturity. To this End, at a Grand 
ommittee, ſome Days ago, this important Diſco- 
ule ery was made by a certain curious and refined Ob- 
ite, erver; That Sea-men have a Cuſtom when they 
m-Mecet a Whale, to fling him out an empty Tub, by 
el Way of Amujement, to divert him from lay ing vio- 
nt Hands upon the Ship. This Parable was imme- 
$1atelyMythologiz'd: The Whale was interpreted to 
e Hobs's Leviathan, which toſſes and plays with all o- 
her Schemes ot Religion and Government, whereof 
great many are hollow, and dry, and empty, and 
olſy, and wooden, and given to Rotation. This is 
Le viatban trom whence the terrible Wits of our Age 
ec. Ire ſaid to borrow their Weapons. The Ship in 
E B danger 
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danger, is eaſily underſtood to be its old Antitype the 
Commonwealth. But, how to analize the Tub, was 
a Matter of Difficulty; when after long Enquiry and 
Debate, the literal Meaning was preſeryed: And it 
was decreed, that in order to preyent theſe Leviathan; 
from toſſing and ſporting with the Commonwealth, 
(which of it ſelf is too apt to fluctuate) they ſhould 
be diverted from that Game by 4 Tale of a Tub. And 
my Genius being conceived to lye not unhappily that 
way, I had the Honor done me to be engaged in the 


Performance. 


THIS is the fole Deſign in publiſhing the follow- 
ing Treatiſe, which I hope will ſerve for an Interim of 
ſome Months to employ thoſe unquiet Spurits, till the 
perfecting of that great Work; into the Secret of 
which, it 1s reaſonable the courteous Reader ſhould have 


ſome little Light. 


IT is intended that a large Academy be erected, ca- 
pable of containing nine thouſand ſeven hundred forty 
and three Per ons; w hich by modeſt Computation 1s 
reckoned to be pretty near the current Numherof Wits 
in this Ifſand. Theſe are to be diſpoſed into the ſeve- 


ral Schools of this Acadany, and there purſue thofe 


Studies to which their Genius moſt inclines them. The 
Undertaker himſelf will publiſh his Propoſals with all 
convenient 4peed, to which I thall reter the curious 
Reader, for a more particular Account, mentioning at 


_ preſent only a tew of the principle Schools. There is, 


firſt, a large Pedaraſtick School, ith French and Italian 
Maſters. There is alto, the Spelling School, a very 
{ſpacious Building: The School of Looking-Glaſſes: 

'he School of Swearing : The School of Criticks : The 
School of Salivation : The School of Hobby-Horſes: 
The School of Poetry: The School of Tops: 
The School of Spleen : The Schools of Gaming : with 
many others too tedious to recount. No Perſon to be 
admitted Member into any of theſe School, without 
an Atteſtation under two ſufficient Per ſons Hands certi- 


tying him to be a Wit. 
BUT, 
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BUT, to return: Iam ſufficiently inſtructed in the 
principal Duty of a Preface, it my Genius were capa- 
ble of arriving at it. Thrice have I forced my Ima- 
nation to make the Tour of my Invention, and 
hrice it has returned empty: the latter having been 
rholly drained by the following Treatiſe. Not fo, 
y more ſucceſsful Brethern the Moderns, WhO will 
by no means let flip a Preface or Dedication, without 
ome notable diſtinguiſhing Stroke, to ſurprize the 
Reader at the Entry, and Ruler wonderful Expectation 
bf what is to Enſue. Such was that of a moſt inge- 
10us Poet, who ſolliciting his Brain for ſomething 
ew, compared himſelf to the Hangmen, and his Patron 
of o, the Patient: This was * Infigne, recens, | 

lictum ore alio. When I went thro' that Por. 
'© Weceffary and noble + Courle of Study, I had + Read- 

ne Happineis to obſerve many ſuch egregi- Prefaces, 
„ Touches, which I {hall not injure the &c. 
„ Wuthors by Traniplanting : Becauſe I have 


pl marked, that not ng is lo very tender as a Modern 
is ioece of Wit, and which is apt to ſuffer ſo much in the 


ar riage. Some things are extreamly witty to day, or 
ing, or in this Place. or at eight a Clock, or overa Bot- 
e, Or tpoke by Mr. Whatdicall'um, or in a Summer s 
orning: Any of which by the imalleſt Tranipotal 
r Mijapphication, is utterly annihilate. Thus Wit 
its Walks and Purlicus, out of which it may not 
ray the breadth of a Hair, upon peri! of being loſt. 
he Moderns have artfully fixed this Mercury, and re- 
ced it to the Circumſtances of Time, Place and Per- 


Y Wn. such a Jeſt there is, that will not pats out of 
* vent Garden; and ſuch a one, that is no where intelli- 
f ble but at Hi de- Part Corner. Now, tho it ſome- 


nes tenderly affects me to conſider, that all the to- 
ch ardly Paſſages I ſhall deliver in the following Trea- 
e will grow quite out of date and reliſh with toe 

t ſhitting of the preſent Scene: vet I mult reed 


ut Wbſcribe to the Juſtice of this Proceeding: becauſe, I 
* nnot imagine why we ſhould be ar expence to fur 
: un Wit tor facceeding Ages, wh.n the turmer have 
7 Þ > made 


10 me PREFACE. 
made no ſort of Proviſion for ours; wherein I ſpeak 
the Sentiment of the very neweſt, and conlequentiy 
the moſt Orthodox Refiners, as well as my own. How. 
ever, being extreamly ſollicitous, that every accom: 
pliſhed Perſon who has got into the Taſte of Wit cal. 
culated for this preſent Month of Auguſt 1697, ſhould 
: deſcend to the very bottom ofall the Sublime through- 
aut this Treatiſez I hold it fit to lay down this gene- 
ral Maxim. Whatever Reader deſires to have a tho- 
row Comprehenſion of an Author's Thoughts, canno! 
take a better Method, than by putting himlelt into 
the Circumſtances and Poſture of Life, that the Wii. 
ter was in, upon every important Paſſage as it flowed 
from his Pen; For this will introduce a Parity and | 
ſtrict Correſ pondepce of Ideas between the Reade 
and the Author Now to aſſiſt the diligent Reade 
in ſo delicate am Affair, as far as brevitv will per 

mit, I have recolle&ed, that the ſhrewdeſt Pieces o 
this Treatiſe, were conceived in Bed, in a Garret: A 7 
4 


other times (for a Reaſon beſt known to my ſelf) | 
thought fit to ſharpenmyInvention with Hunger; andir 
general, the whole Work was begun, continued, ani 
ended, under a long Courle of Phyſick, and a grea! 


want of Money. Now, I do affirm, it will be ablo s, 
lutely impoſlible for the candid peruſer to go alone ion 
with me in a great many bright Paſſages, unleis u pol 
the ſeveral Diffculties emergent, he will pleaſe to capaci * 
tate and prepare him.elt by theſe Directions. And Agai 
this I lay down as. my prin-1pal Poſtulatum. the 
BECAUSE I have profeſſed to bea moſt deyotei an | 
Servant of all Modern Forms: I apprehend ſome-curiW do 
ous Wit may object againſt me, for proceeding thi þec; 
far ina Pretace, without declaiming, according to t be 1 
Cuſtom, againſt a Multitude of Writers, whereof th are 
whole Multitude of Writers moſt reaſonably com i upe 
plains. I am juſt come from peruſing fome nundred 
of Prefaces, wherein the Authors do at the very be 00 
ginning add reſs the gentle Reader concerning this e h 
normous Grievance. Of theſe I have preſerved a feu fa 


Examples, and ſhall ſet them down as near as my Me. 
mory has been able to retain them. On 


22 
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1 „ 


One begins thus; 


For 4 Man to Set up for 4 Writer, when the Preſs Swarm 
pith, &c. l 


Another, 


The Tax upon Paper does not leſſen the Number of Scrib- 
ers, who daily peſier, &c. 


Another, 


When every little Would-be-wit takes Pen in hand, i; 
in vain to enter the Lifts, Sec. 


Another, 
To obſerve what Traſh the Preſs Swarms with, &c. 
Another, 


SIR, It is meerly in Obedience to ur Commands that 
venture into the Publick , for who upon 4 leſs Confidera- 
ion would be of 4 Party with (ſuch 4 Rabble of Scriblers, &c. 


NOW, I have two Words in my own Detence, 
againſt this Objection. Firſt : I am far from granting 
the Number of Writers, a Nuiſance to our Nation, 
having ſtrenuouſly maintained the contrery in ſeve- 
ral Parts of the following Diſcourſe. Secondiy : I 
do not well underſtand ag yy of this Proceeding, 
becauſe I obſerve many of theſe polite Pretaces, to 
be not only from the ſame Hand, but from thoſe who 
are moſt voluminous in their ſeveral Productions. 
Upon which I ſhall tell the Reader a ſhort Tale. 


** A Mountebank in Leiceſter-Fie/ds had drawn a 
huge Aſſembly about him. Among the reſt, a 
fat unweildy Fellow, half ſtifled in the Preſs, would 
be every fit crying out, Lord! what a filthy 
3 « Crowd 
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© Crowd is here 3 Pray, good People, give way : 
« little ; Bleſs me!] what a Devil has rakd this Rab." 
ce ble together: Z—ds, what, ſqueezing is this 
“ Honeft Friend remove your Elbow. At laſt a Wea 
ver that ſtood next him could hold no longer: M 
Plague confound you (ſaid he) for an over-growrWs"* 
ce Sloven ; and who (in the Devil's Name) I wonder 
helps to make up the Crowd half ſo much as you: 
« jelf > Don't you conſider (with a Pox) that you 
e take up more room with that Carcaſs, than am 
five here > Is not the place as free for us as fo: 
« you ? Bring your own Guts to a reaſonable Com. 


<« paſs (and be d Ind) and then III engage cor 
« ſhall have room enough for us all. an) 
| we 
THERE are certain common Privileges of a WriW1's ! 
ter, the Benefit whereof, I hope there will be no ſen 
Reaſon to doubt; particularly, that where I am no 
underſtood, it ſhall be concluded, that ſomething ve. of 
ry uſeful and profound is concht underneath : And tha 
again, that whatever Word or Sentence is Printed in the 
a different Character, ſhall be judged to contain not 
{omething extraordinary either of Wit or Sublime. 5 FA 
| | nc 
As for the Liberty I have thought fit to take off®ſemi 
praifing my ſelf, upon ſome Occaſions or none; I am the 
jure it will need 1 Excuſe, if a Multitude of great Jud 
Examples be allowed ſufficient Authority: For it i190 
here to be noted, that Praiſe was originally a Penſion pla 
paid by the World: But the Aederns finding the Elo 
Trouble and Charge too great in collecting it, haveſWetu 
lately bought out the Fee- Simple; ſince which time, [tcl 
the Right of Preſentation is wholly in our ſelves W ii 
For this Reaſon it is, that when an Author makes He! 
his own Elogy, he uſes a certain form to declare viy 
and infift upon his Title, which is commonly in mu 
theſe or the like Words, I ſpeak nithout Vanity; which to 
think plainly ſhews to be a Matter of Right and on 
uw 


Juſtice. Now, I do here once for all declare, that in 


every Encounter of this Nature, thro” the following wit 
Treatiſe, the Form aforeſaid is imployed ; which I cut 
mention, 


* 
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7 mention, to ſave the Trouble of repeating it on ſo 
ab rnany Occaſions. 1 


'TIS a great Eaſe to my Conſcience that I have 
rrit ſo elaborate and uſeful a Diſcourſe without one 
un grain of Satyr intermixt; which is the ſole Point 


der wherein I have taken leave to diſſent from the famous 
on Originals of our Age and Country. I have obſery'd 
vol ſome Satyriſts to ule the Publick much at the Rate 
an that Pedants do a naughty Boy ready Hors d tor Dil- 


ciphne : Firſt expoſtulate the Caſe, then plead the 
Neceſſity of the Rod, from great Provocations, and 
conclude ev Period with a Laſh. Now, if I know 
any thing of Mankind, theſe Gentlemen might very 
well ſpare their Reproof and Correction: For there 
is not through all Nature, another ſo callous and in- 
ſenſible a Member as the World's Poſteriors, whether 
you apply to it the Toe or the Birch. Beſides, moſt 
of our late Saty riſts ſeem to lye under a ſort of Miſtake, 
that becauſe Nettles have the Prerogative to Sting, 
therefore all other Weeds muſt do ſo too. I make 
not this Compariſon out of the leaſt Defign to de- 
tract from theſe worthy Writers: For it is well 
known among Mythologilts, that Weeds have the Pre- 
of eminence over all other Vegetables ; and therefore 
am che firſt Monarch of this Iſland, whoſe Taſte and 
eat judgment were fo acute and refined, did very wilely 

root out the Roſes from the Collar of the Order, and 
plant the Thiltles in their ſtead, as the nobler 
Flower of the two, For which reaſon it is conje- 
tured by profounder Antiquaries, that the Satyrical 


Itch, ſo pgevalent in this Part of our Ifland, was 
frit * among us from beyond the Tweed. 


Here! long flouriſh and abound ; May it ſur- 
vive and neglect the Scorn of the World, with as 
much Eaſe and Contempt, as the World is inſenſible 
to the Laſhes of it. May their own Dullneſs, or 
that of their Party, be no Diſcouragement tor the 
Authors to proceed; but let them remember, it 15 
with Wits as with Razors, which are never ſo apt to 


cut thoſe they are employ'd on, as when they have 
| A loſt 
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loſt their Edge. Beſides, thoſe whoſe Teeth are too 
rotten to bite, are beſt of all others qualified to re. 
venge that Defect with their Breath. 


I am net like other Men, to enyy or under value 
the Talents I cannot reach; for which Reaſon J 
muſt needs bear a true Honour to this large eminent 
Sect of dur Brittiſh Writers. And I hope, this little 
Panegyrick will not be offenſive to their Ears, fince 
| id has the Advantage of being only deſigned for 
= themſelves. Indeed, Nature her ſelt has taken Order, 

p that Fame and Honour ſhould be purchaſed at a bet- 
ter Pennyworth by Satyr, than by any ofier Producti. 
ons of the Brain; the World being ſooneſt provo- 
ked to Praiſe by Laſhes, as Men are to Love. There 
is 2 Problem in an ancient Author, why Dedications, 
and other Bundles of Flattery run all upon ſtale 
muſty Topicks, without the ſmalleſt Tincture of any 
thing New ; not only to the torment and naufeating 
of the Chriſtian Reader, but (if not tudienly pre- 
vented) to the univerſal ſpreading of that peſtilent 
Diſeaſe, the Lethargy, in this Tiland . W hereas, there 
is very little Satyr which has not ſomething in it un- 
touch d before. The Defects of the former are uſual- 
ly imputed to the want of Invention among thoſe 
who are Dealers in that kind: But, I think, with a 
great deal of Inuſtice ; the Solution being eaſie and na- 
tural. For, the Materials of Panegyrick being very feu 


in Number, have been long fince exhauſted : For, as der 
Health is but one thing, and has been always the Ex, 
ſame, whereas Diſeaſes are by thouſands, beſides neu ma 
and daily Additions: So, all the Virtuesgghat have kin 
been ever in Mankind, are to be counte a fewM< £ 
Fingers, but his Follies and Vices are merable,W << 
and Time adds hourly to the Heap. Now, the utmoſtWM*< ' 
a poor Poet can do, is to get by heart a Liſt of thefM<<. 
Cardinal Virtues, and deal them with his utmoſt Mott 
Liberality to his Hero or his Patron: He may ring elo 
the Changes as far as it will go, and vary his Phraſe s 

till he has talk d round; but the Reader dor 


* Platerch, quickly finds, it is all * Pork, with a 1 
OE t 


N 


* 
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tle variety of Sawce: For there is no inventing 
Terms of Art beyond our Ideas; and when Ideas 
are exhauſted, Terms of Art muſt be ſo too. 


B U T, tho' the Matter for Panegyrick were as 
ruitful as the Topicks of Satyr, yet would it not be 
hard to find out a ſufficient Reaſon, why the latter 
ill be alway better received than the firſt. For, this 
we being beſtowed only upon one, or a few Perſons at a 
tor ime, is ſure to raiſe Envy, and eonſequently ill words 

er, trom the reſt, who have no ſhare in the Bleſſing : But 
et ¶ Satyr being levelled at all, is never reſented for an 
ti- offence by any, ſince every Individual Perſon makes 
o- bold to underſtand it of others, and very wiſely re- 
ere moves his particular part of the Burthen upon the 
ns. Shoulders of the World, which are broad enough, and 
ale able to bear it. To this purpole , I have ſometimes 
iy reflected upon the Diltcrence between Athens and Eng- 
ine and, with reſpect to the point before 

us. In the Attick Common- wealth. Vid. Xenoph. 

it was the Priviledge and Birth- right 


ere hot every Citizen and Pcet, to rail aloud, and in pub- 
un- ick, or to expoſe upon the Stage by Name, any Perſon 
al- they pleaſed, tho' of the greateſt Figure, whether a 
ole creon, an Hyperbolus, an Alcibiades, or a Demoſthenes : 
h i hut on the other ſide, the leaſt refleling Word let tall 
na- Hagainſt the People in general, was immediately caught 


up, and reyenged upon the Authors, however conſi- 
| derable for their Quality os their Merits Whereas, in 
the England it is juſt the Reverſe of all this. Here you 
eu may ſecurely diſplay your utmoſtRhetorick againſt Man- 
gave kind, in the Face of the World; tell them,“ That all are 
eu“ gone aſtray ; That there is none doth good, nonot 
ble“ one; That we live in the very Dregs of Time; 
nolt WF © That Knavery and Atheiſm are Epidemick as the 
the“ Pox ; That Honeſty is fled with Afra; with any 
oſt WF other Common places equally new and | 

ing eloquent, which are furniſhed by the Hor. 

rale “ Splendida bilis. And wh®n you have 

der I done, the whole Audience, far from being offeaded, 
lit-ſhall return you Thanks, as a Deliverer of 1 

. an 
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and uſeful Truths. Nay, farther ; It is but to venture 


„ your Lungs, and you may preach in Covent Garden a- Mk 
| gainſt Foppery and Fornication, and SOMETHING WW; 
ELSE: Againſt Pride, and Diſſimulation, and Bribe- ne 

ry, at White-Hall : You may expoſe Rapine and In. 

juſtice in the Inns of court Chappef; And in a City ne 

Pulpit be as fierce as you pleaſe, againſt Avarice, Hy-WW x 

iſy and Extortion. Tis but a Ball bandied to and hi 


, and every Man carries a Racket about Him to 
ſtrike it from himſelf among the reſt of the Company, 
But on the other fide, "whoever ſhould miſtake th: 
Nature of things ſo far, as to drop but a ſingle Hint in 
publick, How ſuch 4 one ſtarved half the Fleet, and hal! 
poiſon d the reſt : How ſuch à one, from a true Princi- 
ple of Love and Honour, pays no Deots but for Wenche; 
and Play : How ſuch 4 one has got a Clap, and runs out 
of his Eſtate : How Paris bribed by Funo and Venus, 
Joath to offend either Party, ſlept out the whole Cauſe 
ontheBench : Or, how ſuch an Orator makes longSpeeche$ 
in the Senate, with much Thought, little Senſe, and] 
to no purpoſe. Whoever, I ſay, {hall venture to bel 
thus particular, muſt expect to be impriſoned for 
Scandalum Aſagnatum; to have Challenges tent him 
to be ſued for Defamation z and to be brought before th: 
Bar of the Houſe. | 


BUT, I forgot that I am expatiating on a a Sub- 
Jett, wherein r have no Concern, having neither 2 
Talent nor an Inclination for Satyr; On the othe! 
fide, Tam ſo entirely ſatisfyd with the whole prelen: 
Procedure of Human Things, that I have been for ome 
years preparing +literials towards A Panegyrich ups 

the World ; to which I intended to add a Second Part. 
Entituled, A Modeft Defence of the Proceelings of the Rav-W 
te in all Ages. Both theſe I had Thoughts to publith 

by way of Appendix to the following Treatiſe; but 
finding my Common-Place-Book fill much tower tha, 
I had reaſon to expect, I have choſen to deter them te 
another Occaſion. Befid® I have been unhappi)) 
prevented in that Deſign, by a certain Domeſtick Mil- 


fortune, in the particulars whereof, tlio it would bc 
very 


— 
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very ſeaſonable, and much in the Modern way, to in- 
form the gentle Reader, and would allo, be of great Aſ- 
ſiſtance towards, extending this Preface into the Size 
now in Vogue, which by Rule ought to be /arge in 
Proportion as the ſubſequent Volume is ſma// ; yet I ſhall 
now diſmiſs our Impatient Reader from any further 
Attendance at the Perch ; and having: duly prepared 
his mind by a Preliminary Diſcourſe, ſhall gladly in- 
troduce him to the Sublime Myſteries that enſue. 


A 
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4 HOEVER hath an Ambition to be heard 
| in a Crowd, muſt preſs, and ſqueeze, and 
thruſt, and climb with indefatigable pains, 
till he has exalted himſelt to a certain degree of Alti- 
tude above them. Now, in all Aﬀemblies, tho you 
wedge them ever ſo cloſe, we may oblerve this pe- 
culiar Property; that, over their heads there is room 
enough; but how to reach it, is the difficult Point; It 
being as hard to get quit of Number as ot Hell : 


Evadere a4 anras, 
Hoc opus, hic labor eſt. 


To this end, the Philoſopher's way in all Ages has 
been by erecting certain Edifices in the Air: But, 
whatever Practice and Reputation theſe kind of Stru- 
Cures have formerly poſſeſſed, or may ſtill continue 
in; not excepting even that of Socrates, when he was 
ſuſpended in a Pasket to help Contemplation : I 

| think, 
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think, with due ſubmiſſion, they ſeem to labour under 
two Inconveniencies. Firſt, that the Foundation be- 
ing laid too high, they have been often out of Sight, 
and ever out of Hearing. Secondly, that the Materi- 
als being very tranſitory, have ſuffered much trom In- 
clemences of Air, efpecially in theſe North-Weſt Re- 
gions. ö 


THEREFORE, towards the juſt performance of 
this great Work, there remain but three Methods that 
I can think on; Whereof the Wiſdom of our An- 
ceſtors being highly ſenſible, has, to encourage al! 
aſpiring Adventurers, thought fit to erect three wooden 
Machines, for the Ve of thoſe Orators who defire to 
talk much without Interruption. Theſe are the Pul- 
pit, the Ladder, and the Stage-Itinerant. For, as to 
the Bar, tho it be compounded of the ſame matter, and 
de ſigned for the ſame Ule, it cannot however be well 


allowed the Honor of a fourth, by reaſon of its level] iſ 
or inferior Situation, expoſing it to perpetual Inter- 


ruption from Collaterals. Neither can the Bench it 
ſelf, tho' raiſed to a proper Eminency, put in a better 
Claim, whatever its Advocates inſiſt on. For if they 
pleaſe to look into the original de.ign of its Erection, 
and the Circumſtances or Adjuncts ſubſervient to that 
deſign, they will ſoon acknowledge the preſent Pra- 
ctice exactly correſpondent to the Primitive Inſtitu- 
tion, and both to aniwer the Etymology of the Name, 
which in the Phenician Tongue is a Word of great 
Signification, importing, if literally interpreted, The 
Place of Sleep: but in common Acceptation, A Seat 
well bolſter d and cuſhion'd, for the Refoſe of old and gouty 


' Limbs ; Senes ut in otia tuta recedant. Fortune being 


indebted to them this Part of Retaliatior, that, as 
formerly, they have long Tatkt, whilſt others Slept, ſo 
now they may Sleep as long whillt others Tak. 

BUT if no other Argument could oc:ur to ex- 
clude the Bench and the Bar from the Liſt of Oratorial 
Machines, it were ſufficient, that the Admiſſion of 
them would overthrow a Number whach I "_ bs 
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olyed to eftabliſh whatever Argument it might coſt 
e; In imitation of that prudent Method obſerved \ 
y. many other Philoſophers and great Clerks, whoſe * 
hief Art in Diviſion has been, to grow fond of ſome 
proper myſtical Number, which their Imaginations 
aye rendred Sacred, to a Degree, that they force com- 
non Reaſon to find rgom for it in every part of 
ature ; reducing, including, and adjuſting every Ge- 
us and Species within that Compaſs, by coupling 
ome againſt their Wills, and baniſhing others at any, 
ate. Now, among all the reſt, the profound Num- 
er THREE is that which hath moſt employ d my 
ublimeſt Speculations, nor ever without wonderful 
Delight. There is now in the Preis, (and will be 
zubliſh d next Term) a Panegyrical Eſſay of mine 
pon this Number, wherein I have by moſt convin- 
ing Proofs, not only reduced the Senſes and the Ele- 
ents under its Banner, but brought over ſeveral de- 
Wrters from its two great Rivals SEVEN and 
NINE. ; 


— 


NOW, the fiſt of theſe Oratorial Machines in 
lace as well as Dignity, is the Pulpit. Of Pulpirs there 
re in this Ifland ſeveral forts; but I efteem only 
at made of Timber from the Sylva Caledonia, which 
Nees very well with our Climate. If it be upon 
Ws Decay. tis the better, both for Conveyance of 
ound, and for other Reaſons to be mentioned by 
d by. The Degree of Perfection in Shape and 
1ze, I take to conſiſt, in being extremely narrow. 
1th little Ornament, and beſt of all without a Co- 
er; (for by ancient Rule, it ought to be the only 
ncover d Veſſel in every Aſſembly where it is right- 
Ily uſed) by which means, from its near Relem- 
lance to a Pillory, it will ever have a mighty In- 
uence on human Ears. 
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OF Ladders I need ſay nothing: Tis obſerved by 
oreiners themſelves, to the Honor of our Couutry, 
at we excel all Nations in our Practice and Under- 
anding of this Machine. The aſcending Orators do 

not 
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not only oblige their Audience in the agreeable De 
livery, but the whole World in their early Publica. 
tion of their Speeches, which I look upon as the 
choiceſt Treaſury of our Britiſh Eloquence, and 
whereof I am informed, that worthy Citizen and 
Bookſeller, Mr. John Dunton, hath made a faithful and 
a painful Collection, which he ſhortly deſigns to 


publiſh in Twelve Volumes in Folio. illuſtrated with 
Copper-Plates. A Work highly uletal and curious, 


*:nd altogether worthy of tuch a Hand. 


THE laſt Engine of Orators is the Stage-itinerant, 
erected with much Sagacity. Sub Fove pluvio, in trivii 
& quadrriviis, It is the great Seminary of the tuo 
tormer, and its Orators are ſometimes preferred to 
the One, and ſometimes to the Other, in proportion 
to their Deſeryings, there being a ſtrict and per petua 
Intercourſe between all three. 


ER OM this accurate Deduction it is manifeſt that 
for obtaining Attention in Publick, there is ot ne- 


ceſſity required a ſuperior Poſition of Place. Butff 
altho this Point be generally granted, yet the Cauſ 
is little agreed in; and it ſeems to me, that very few 


Philoſophers have fallen into @ true, natural Solution 
of this Phenomenon. The deepeſt Account, and the mo? 
fairly digeſted oſ any I have yet met with, is this, Tha 
Air being a heavy Body, and therefore (ac. 

* Lucret. cording to the Syſtem of * Epicurus) continu: 
Lib. 2. ally deicending, muſt needs be more ſo, whetl 
loaden and preis d down by Words, which 


are alſo Bodies of much Weight and Gravity, as i 


is maniſeſt from thoſe deep Impreſſions they mak 
and leave upon us: and therefore muſt be deliyere! 
from a due Altitude, or elſe they will neither carr; 


a good Aim, nor fall down with a ſufficient Force. 


Corpoream quoque enim vocem conſtare fatendum eg, 
Et ſonitum, quoniam poſſunt impellere Senſus. Lucre 


Lib. 4. 


ANI 
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AND I am the readier to favour this Conjecture 
rom a common Obſervation ; that in the ſevera 
aſſemblies of thoſe Operators, Nature her ſelf hath in- 
Red the Hearers, to ſtand with their Mouths open, 
and erected parallel to the Horiſon, ſo as they may be 
nterſected by a Perpendicular Line from the Zenith 
o the Center of the Earth. In which Poſition, if the 
\udience be well compact, every one carries home a 
Share, and little or nothing is loſt. 


J confeſs, there is ſomething yet more refined in the 
ontrivance and Structure of our Modern Theatres. 
or, Firſt : the Pſt is ſunk below the Stage with due 
Regard to the Inſtitution above deduced: that what- 
yer weighty Matter ſhall be delivered thence (whether 
t be Lead or Gol) may fall plum into the Jaws of 
ome certain Criticks (as I think they are called) which 
tand ready. open to devour them. Then, the Boxes 
re built round, and raiſed to a Level with the Scene, 
n deference to the Ladies, becauſe, That large Portion 
pf Wit laid out 1n raiſing Pruriences and Protuberen- 
ies, is obſerved to run much upon a Line, and ever in 
Circle. The whining Paſions, and little ſtarved 
onceits, are gently waited up by their own extreme 


feu evity, to the midfile Region, and there fix and are 
ion ozen by the frigid Underſtandings of the Inhabitants. 
no ombaſt and Buffoonry, by Nature lofty. and light, 
Tha oer higheſt of all, and would be loſt in the Roof, if 


he prudent Architect had not with much Forefight - 

ontrived for them a fourth Place, called the Twelve- 

enny Gallery, and there planted a ſuitable Colony, . 
rho greedily intercept them in their Paſſage. 


NOW this Phyſico logical Scheme of Oratorial Re- 
eptacles or Machines, contains a great Myſtery, bein 
Type, a Sign, an Emblem, a Shadow, a Symbol, 
bearing Analogy to the ſpatious Commonwealth of 
Vriters, and to thoſe Methods by which they muſt 
alt themſelves to a certain Eminency above the In- 
error World. By the Pulpit are adumbrated the 
Vritings of our Modern Saints in Great Britain, as they 
ave ſpiritualized and refined them from the Droſs and 
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Groſſneſs of Senſe and Human Reaſon. The Matter, 
as we have ſaid, 1s of rotten Wood, and that upon 
two Confiderations ; Becauſe it is the Quality of 
rotten Wood to Light in the Dark : And ſecondly, 
Becauſe its Cavities are full of Worms: Which 1s a 
Type with a Pair of Handles, having a Reſpect to the 
two Principal Qualifications of the Orator, and the 
two different Fates attending upon his Works. 


THE Ladder is an adequate Symbol of Faction and 
of Poetry, to both of which ſo noble « Number of Au- 
thors are indebted for their Fame. Of Faction, becauſe 
* * * * 


* * 
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Poetry, becauſè its Orators do perorare with a Song 
and becauſe climbing up by flow Degrees, Fate is ſun 
to turn them off before they can reach within man N 
Steps of the Top: And becauſe it is a Preferment at-. 
tained by transferring of Propriety, and a confound if 
ing of Meum and Tuum. | 5 


UNDER the Stage itinerant are crouched tho{:$ 
Productions defigned for the Pleaſure and Delight off 
Mortal Man: ſuch as, Six-penny-worth of Wit 
Weftminfter Drolleries, Delightful Tales, Complex 
Teſters, and the like; by which the Writers of and forf 
Grube$reet, have in theſe later Ages ſo nobly triumph. 
over Time; have clipt his Wings, pared his Nails, fled : 
his Teeth, turned back his Hour-Glaſs, blunted hifi 
Scythe, and drawn the Hob-Nails out of his Shoes ron 
It is under this Claſſis, I have preſumed to lift my pre- 
{ent Treatiſe, being juſt come from having the Honor 
conferred upon me, to be adopted a Member of that I-. 
luſtrious Fraternity. | 


NOW, Iam not unaware, how the Productions of 
the Grubiirezt Brotherhood, have of late Years fallen 
under many Prejudices; nor how it has been the per- Ind 
Setual Employment of two Junier ſtart-up cb . rom 
ridicule 
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ridicule them and their Authors, as unworthy their 
eſtabliſhed Poſt in the Commonwealth of Wit and 
Learning. Their own Conſciences will eafily inform 
them, whom I mean; Nor has the World been fo 
negligent a Looker on, as not te obſerve the continual 
Efforts made by the Societies of Greſham and of Will's, 
to edify a Name and Reputation upon the Ruin of 
OURS. And this is yet a more feeling Grief to Us 
Jupon the Regards of Tenderneſs as well as of ſuſtice, 
when we reflect on their Proceedings, not only as un- 
Wuſt, but as ungrateful, undutiful, and unnatural. For, 
| — can it be forgot by the World or themſelves, (to 
lay nothing of our own Records, which are full and 
tear in the Point) that they both are Seminaries, not 
I nly of our Planting, but our Watring too? I am in- 
ormed, Our two Rivals have lately made an Offer to 
nter into the Lifts with united Forces, and challenge 
s to a Compariſon of Books, both as to Weight and 
Number. In Return to which, (with Licenſe from 
-r preſident) I humbly offer two Anſwers : | 
irt, We ſay, the Propoſal is like that * viz. 4. 
which Archimedes made upon a “ ſmaller out movieg 
Affair, including an Impoſſibility in the e Earth, 
raftice; For where can they find Scales of 

apacity enough for the firit, or an Arithmetician of 
-apacity enough tor the Second. Secondly, We are 
eady to accept the Challenge, but with this Conditi- 
n, that a third indifferent Perſon be aſigned, to whoſe 
0 partial ſudment it ſhall be lett to decide, which So- 
iety each Book, Treatiſe or Pamphlet do moſt pro- 
derly belong to. This Point, God knows, is very tar 
rom being fixed at preſent; For, We are ready to 
roduce a Catalogue of ſome Tho::tands, which in all 
ommon Juſtice ought to be entitled to Our Frater- 
"ity, but by the revolted and new-fangled Writers, 
noſt perfidiouſly aſcribed to the others. Upon all 
hich, we think it very unbecoming our Prudence, 
nat the Determination ſhould be remitted to the Au- 
nors themielves ; when our Adverſaries by Briguing 
nd Caballing, have cauſed fo univerſal a Detection 
rom us, that the greateſt Part of our Society hath al- 
C z ready 
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to ſtand aloof, as if they were half aſhamed to ow 
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ready deſerted to them, and our neareſt Friends begin 
Us. a 


THIS is the utmoſt I am authorized to ſay ow 
ſo ungrateful and melancholy a Subject; becauſe We 
are extreme unwilling to inflame a Controverſie, 
whoſe continuance may be ſo fatal to the Intereſts 
of Us All, defiring much rather that Things be ami- 
cably compoſed; and we ſhall ſo far advance on Wl 
our Side, as to be ready to receive the two. Prodi-W 
gals with open Arms, whenever they {hall think fr 
i to return from their Husks and thei: 
Vertuoſa Ex- Harlots; whichT think from th: 
periments, and * preſent Courſe of their Studie 
Modern Come- they moſt properly may be ſaid to 
dies. be engaged in; and like an indulgen'8 
Parent, continue to them our Aﬀecti 
on and our Blefling. #3 
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B UI the greateſt Maim given to that genen 
Reception, Which the Writings of our Society hay 
formerly recieved, next to the tranſitory State of a 
ſublunary Things, hath been a ſuperficial Vein 
mong many Readers ot the preſent Age, who wil 
by no means be perſuaded to inſpect beyond the Surf 
face and the Rind of Things; whereas, Wiſdom 15% 
Fox, who after long hunting, will at laſt coſt yol 
the Pains to dig out: *Tis a Cheeſe, which by hoy 
much the richer, has the thicker, the homelier, an 
the courſer Coat; and whercof to a iudicious Palat 
the Maggots are the belt. Tis a Sack-Poſſet, when] 
in the deeper you go, you will find it the ſweeteſf 
Wiſdom is a Hen, whoſe Cackling we muſt val 
and conſider, becauſe it is attended with an Egg 
But then, laſtly, tis a Nut, which unleſs you chu 
with Judgment, may coſt you a Tooth, and pay youll 
with nothing but a Worm. In conſequence of the! 
momentous Truths, the Grubean Sages have alwa) 
choſen to convey their Precepts and their Arts, {hu 
up within: the Vehicles of Types and Fables, whit 

| havig 
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having been perhaps more careful and curious in a- 
dorning, than was altogether neceſſary, it has fared 
with theſe Vehicles after the uſual Fate of Coaches 
over-finely painted and gilt; that the tranfitory Ga- 
zers have ſo dazzeled their Eyes, and fill'd their Ima- 
ginations with the outward Luſtre, as neither to re- 
gard or conſider, the Perſon or the Parts of the Ow- 
ner within. A Misfortune we undergo with ſfome- 
= what leſs Reluctancy, becauſe it has been common to 
us with Pythagoras, Ap, Socrates, and other of our 
pPredeceſſors. 1 


i HOWEVER, that neither the World nor our 
Ws ſelves may 3 ſuffer hy ſuch Miſunderſtand- 
ings, I have been prevailed on, after much 1mpor- 


tunity from my Friends, to travel in a compleat and 
2 


laborious Diſſertation upon the prime Productions of 


our Society, which beſides their beautiful Bxternals 


for the Gratification of ſuperficial Readers, have dark. 
& ly and deeply couched under them, the moſt finiſhed 


1 and refined Syſtems of all Sciences and Arts; as I do 
a not doubt to liy open by Untwiſting or Unwinding, 


and either to draw up by Exantlation, or diſplay by 
Inciſion. 


THIS great Work was entred upon ſome Years 
ago, by one of our moſt eminent Members: He be- 
gan with the Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, but neither 
ived to publiſh the Eſſay, nor to proceed further in 
!0 uſeful an Attempt, which is very much to be la- 
mented, becauſe the Diſcovery he made, and commu- 
nicated with his Friends, is now univerſally recet- 


| ved: Nor, do I think, any of the Learned will diſ- 
pute, that famous Treatiſe to be a compleat Body of 
Civil Knowledge, and the Revelation, or rather, the 


8 Apocalyps of all State Arcana. But the Progreſs I have 
made is much greater; having already finiſhed my An- 
notations upon ſeveral Dazens : From ſome of which, 
I ſhall impart a few Hints to the candid Reader, as 
far as will be neceſſary to the Concluſion at which 
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THE firſt Piece I have handled is that of Tom 
Thumb, witoſe Author was a Pythagorian Philoſopher. 
This dark Treatiſe contains the whole Scheme of the 
Metempſychofis, deducing the Progreſs of the Soul thro' 


all her Stages. 


um 


T HE next is Dr. Fauftus, penn'd by Artephius, an 
perk. Author bona note, and an Adeprus ; 
* He lived 4 He publiſhed it in the Nine hun- 
thouſand. dred eighty fourth Year of his Age; 

this Writer proceeds wholly by Rein- 
cr:i1ation, or in the via humida: And the Marriage 
between Fuuſlus and Helen, does moſt conſpicuouliy 
dilucidate the fermenting of the Male and Female 


Dragon. | 


WHITTINGTOM and his Cat, is the Work of 
that Myſterious Rabbi, Febula Hannaſi, containing a 
Defence of the Gemara of the Feruſalem Mina, and 

its juft preference to that of Babylon, contrary to the 


vulgar Opinion. | 


THE Hind and Panther. This 1s the Maſter-piece 

of a famous Writer f now living, 

Vir. in the intended for a compleat Abſtraft of 

\ Near, 1697. Sixteen thouland Schoolmen from 
' FScotus to Belarmin. 


Tommy Potts. Another Piece ſuppoſed by the ſame 
Hands, by- way of Supplement to the former. 


THE Wiſe Men of Gotham, cum Appendice. 
This is a Treatiſe of immenſe Erudition, being 
the great Original and Fountain of thoſe Argu- 


ments, bandied about both in France and Eng- 


land, for a juſt Defence of the Moderns Learning 
and Wit, againſt the Preſumption, the Pride, and the 
Ignorance of the Antients. This unknown Author 
hath ſo exhauſted the Subject, that a penetrating 


Reader will eaſily diſcover, whatever hath been wen 
\ , HNNCE 
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fince upon that Diſpute, to be little more than Re- 
petition. An Abſtract of this Treatiſe hath been late- 
ly publiſhed by a werthy Member of our Society. 


THESE Notices may ſerve to give the Learned 
Reader an Idea as well as a Taſte of what the whole 
Work is likely to produce: wherein I have now al- 
together circumſcribed my Thoughts and my Studies ; 
and if I can bring it to a Perfection before J die, 
ſhall reckon T have well employed the poor Remains 
of an unfortunate Life. This indeed is more than I | 
can juſtly expect from a Quill worn to the Pith in 
the Service of the State, in Pro's and Con's upon Popiſh 
Plots, and Meal Tubs, and Excluſion Bills, and 
Paſliye Obedience, and Addreſſes of Lives and Fortunes; 
and Prerogative, and Popery, and Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and Letters to a Friend: From an Underftand- 


fing anda Conſcience, thread-bear and ragged with per- 
2 oetual turning: From a Head broken in a hundred 
d places, by the Malignants of the oppoſite Factions, 
e nd from a Body ſpent with Poxes ill Cured, by 


ruſting to Bawds and Surgeons, who, (as it after- 
vards appeared) were profeſſed Enemies to Me and 
he Government, and revenged their Party's Quarrel 
pon my Noſe and Shins. Fourſcore and eleven 
amphlets have I writ under thres Reigns, and for 
he Service of Six and thirty Factions. But find ing 
he State has no farther Occafion for me and my Ink, 
retire willingly to draw it out into Speculations 
ore becoming a Philoſopher, having to my unſpeak- 
ble Comfort, paſſed a long Life, with « Conjcience void 
j Offence towards God and towards Men. 


ic 


BUT to return. I am aſſured from the Reader's 
WCandor, that the brief Specimen I have given, will 
afily clear all the reſt of our Society's Productions 
rom an Aſperſion grown, as it is maniteit, eut of 
Enyy and Ignorance : That they are of little far- 
her Uſe or Value to Mankind, beyond the common 
Entertainments of their Wit and their Style : For 
theſe I am ſure have never yet been diſputed by our 
"Ca keeneſt 
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keeneſt Adverſaries: In both which, as well as th: 
more profound and myſtical Part, I haye throughout 
this Treatiſe cloſely fallowed the moſt applaudel 
Original. And to render all compleat, I have wi! 
much Thought and Application of Mind, fo ordereif 
that the chief Title prefixed to it, (I mean, Thi 
under which I defign it ſhall paſs in the commot 
Converſations of Court and Town) is modelled e. 
actly after the Manner peculiar to Our Society. 


—— 
— 


I confeis to have been ſomewhat liberal in ti: 
RD Buſineſs of Titles, having obſerve 
he Title Page the Humor of multiplying them, 
in. the Original bear great Vogue among cert! 
was ſo torn, that Writers, whom I exceedingly Rer:i8 
it was not poſſible rence. And indeed it ſeems not uf 
10 recover ſeveral. reaſonable, that Books, the Child 
Titles which the of the Brain, ſhould have the Hon 
Author here ſpeaks to be Chriſt'ned with variety 
of. Names, as well as other Infants q 
Quality. Our famous Dryden i 
ventured to proceed a Point farther , endeavouri' 
co introduce allo a Multiplicif 
+ See Virgil of + God-fathers, which is an Ii 
tranſlated, &c. provement of much more Advanta 
| upon a very obvious Account. 1 
a pity this admirable Invention has not been bet! 
Cultivated, fo as to grow by this time into gene 
Imitation, when ſuch an Authority ſerves it fo: 
Precedent. Nor have my Endeavours been wanting 
tlecond ſo wietul an Example uſually annexed tot 
Calling of a God-father, which was clearly out 
my Head, as it is very reaſonable to believe. Whrſ 
the Pinch lay, I cannot certainly affirm; but hai 
employed a World of Thoughts and Pains, to |} 
my Treatiſe into Forty Sections, and having ent rea 
Forty Lords of my Acquaintance, that they would 
me the Honour to ſtand, they all made it Matter 
Conſcience, and ſent me their Excuſes. 


SEC 


* r 


e 


NC E upon a Time, there was a Man * ü 
had three Sons by one Wife, and all at a 


Birth, neither could the Mid-Wife tell cer- 


ta nly which was the Eldeſt. Their Father died while 
they were young, and upon his Death-Bed, calling 
the Lads to him, ſpoke thus. 


« SONS, Becauſe I have purchaſed no Eftate, 


nor was born to any, I have long conſidered 


of ſome good Legacies to 3 Lou; And 
at laſt, with much Care as well as Rxpence, have 
provided each of you (here they are) a new Coat. 
Now, you are to underſtand, that theſe Coats 
have two Virtues contained in them: One is, 
that with good wearing, they will laſt you freſh 
and found as long as you live: The other is, 
that they will grow in the ſame Proportion with 
* your Bodies, lengthning and widening of them- 
* telves, ſo as to be always fit. Here, let me (ee 


- 


= them on you before I die. So, very well, Pray 


Children, wear them clean, and bruſh them ot- 
ten. You will find in my Will (here it is) full 
* Inſtructions in every Particular concerning the 
* Wearing and Management of your Coats ; where- 
m you muſt be very exact, to avoid the Pe- 
nalties I have appointed for every Tranſgreſſion 
or Neglect, 2 which your future Fortunes 
will entirely depend. I have alſo Commanded 
in my Will, that you ſhould live together in 
one Houſe like Brethren and Friends, for then 


you will be ſure te thrive, and not otherwiſe. 


HERE the Story ſays, this good Father died, and 


he three Sons went all together to ſeek their For- 


1 
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ot KA 
I ſhall not trouble you with recounting, what 


Adventures they met for the firſt Seven Years, any 
. 7 farther than by taking notice, that they carefully 


obſerved their Father's Will, and kept their Coats in 
very good Order; That they travelled thro' ſeveral 
Countries, encountred a reaſonable Quantity of Giants, 
and ſlew certain Dragons. 


BEING now arrived at the proper Age for pro- 
ducing themlelyes, they came up to Town, and fell 
in Love with the Ladies, but eſpecially three, who 
about that time were in chief Reputation : The 
Dutcheſs d Argent, Madame de Grands Titres, and the 
Counteſs d Orguei/. On their firft Appearance, our 
three Adventurers met with a very bad Reception; 
and ſoon with great Sagacity gueſſing out the Reaſon, 
they quickly began to improve in the good Qualities 
of the Town : They Writ, and Rallyed, and Rhymed, 
and Sung, and Said, and ſaid Nothing: They Drank, 
and Fought, and Whor d, and Slept, and Sware, and 
took Snuff: They went to new Plays on the firl 
Night, haunted the Chocolate Houſes, beat the Watch, 
lay on Bulks, and got Claps: They bilkt Hackney- 
Coachmen, ran in Debt with Shop-keepers, and la) 
with their Wives: They kill d Bailiffs, kick d Fidler, 
down Stairs, ext at Lochet's, loytered at Willis: They 
talk d of the Drawing-Room, and never came there, 
Dined with Lords they never ſaw; Whulper'd 3 
Dutcheſs and ſpoice never a Word; expoſed the 
Scrawls of their L :undreſs for Billetdoux of Quality 
came ever juſt from Court and were never ſeen in it: 
attended the Levee (ub dio; Got a lift of Peers by 
heart in one Company, and with great Familiarity re- 
tailed them in another. Above all, they conſtantly at- 
tended thoſe Committees of Senators, who are ſilent 
in the Houſe, and loud in the Coffee-Houſe, whe! 
they Nightly adjourn to chew the Cud of Politicks 
and are encompaſs'd with a Ring of Diſciples, who 
lay in wait to catch up their Droppings- The three 
Brothers had acquired forty other Qualifications * 
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the like Stamp, too tedious to recount, and by conſe- 
quence, were juſtly reckoned the moſt accompliſh'd 
perſons in Town: But all would not ſuffice, and the 
Ladies aforeſaid continued ſtill inflexible: To clear up 
which Difficulty, T muft with the Readers good Leave 
and Patience, have recourſe to ſome Points of Weight, 
1 on Authors of that Age haye not ſufficiently 
uſtrated. 


FOR, about this Time it happened, a Sect aroſe, 
vhole Tenents obtained and ſpread very far, eſpecially 
n the Grand Monde, and among every Body of good 
aſpion. They worſhipped a fort of Idol, who, as 
heir Doctrine delivered, did daily create Men, by a 
ind of Manufactory Operation. This Idol they 
laced in the higheſt Parts of the Houſe, on an Al- 
r erected about three Foot: He was ſhewn in the 
offure of a Perſian Emperor, fitting cn a Superticies, 
1th his Legs imerwoven under him. This God had a 
poole for his Enſign; whence it is, that ſame Learned 
en pretend to deduce his Original from ꝓupitercapitoli- 
q. At his left Hand, beneath the Altar, Hell ſeem d to 
pen, and catch at the Animals the Idol was creating; 
prevent which certain ot his Prieſts hourly flung 
pieces of the uninformed Maſs, or Subſtance, and 
metimes whole Limbs already enlivened, which that 
ey rd Gulph infatiably {wallowed, terrible to behold. 
re, Ile Gooſe was alſo held a Subaltern Divinity, or De- 
| : Vinorum gentium, before whole Shrine was ſacrificed 
the Hat Creature, whoſe hourly Food is Human Gore, 
y 4 who is in ſo great Renoun abroad, for being the 
it: light and Favourite of the Xgyttian Cercopithecus. 
by llions of theſe Animals were cruelly ſlaughtered e- 
re- y Day, to appeaſe the Hunger of that conſuming 
at- eit. The chief Idol was alſo worſhipped as the 
ent Nentor or the Yard and the Needle, whether as the 
ere Nd of Seamen, or on Account of certain other my- 
ks, Neal Attributes, hath not been ſufficiently cleared. 


we? WE HE Worſhippers of this Deity had alſo a Syſtem 
of their Belief, which ſeemed to turn upen the ſollow- 


* 
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ing Fundamental. They held the Uniyerſe to be 
large Suit of Cloaths which inveſts every thing: Thi 
the Earth is inveſted by the Air; The Air is inveſk 
by the Stars; and the Stars are inveſted by the Prim 
Mobile. Look on this Globe of Earth, you will find 
to be a very compleat and faſhionable Dreſs. What 
that which ſome call Land, but a fine Coat faced wi 
Green > Or the Sea, but a Waſt-Coat of Warter-Tial 
by 2 Proceed to the particular Works of the Cre 
tion, you will find how curious Journey-man Natu: 
hath been, to trim up the vegetable Beaux: Obſer 
how ſparkiſh a Perewig adorns the Head of a Beed 
and what a fine Doublet of white Sattin is worn | 
the Birch. To conclude from all, What is Man hi 
ſelf but a Micro-Coat, or rather a compleat Suit 
Cloaths with all its Trimmings. As to his Bod 
there can be no diſpate: but examine even the & 
quirements of his Mind, you will find them all cont 
bute in, their Order, towards furniſhing out an ex 
Dreſs :* To initance no more; Is not Religion 
Cloak, Honeſty a Pair of Shoes, worn out in the D. 
Self-love a Surtout, Vanity a Shirt, and Conſcie 
a Pair of Breeches, which tho' a Cover ter Lewdt: 
as well as Naſtinels, is eaſily ſlipt down for the Serv 
of both. | 


THESE Poſtulata being admitted, it will follow 
due courſe of Reaſoning, that thoſe Beings which 
World calls improperly Suits of Cloatbs, are 1n real 


the moſt refined Species of Animals, or to pro: hu 
higher, that thy are Rational Creatures or Men. e 
is it not manit-it, that They live, and move, and i bun 
and perform all other Offices of Human Life? s. 
not Beauty, and Wit, and Mein, and Breeding, t! nd 
inſeparable Proprieties? In ſhort, we fee noch 
but them, hear nothing but them. Is it not 1 *A 


Who walk the Streets, fill up Parliament phil 
Coffee „Play , Bawdy-Houſes. Wt 
true indeed, that theſe Animats, which are vul 
called Suits of Cloaths, or Dreſſes, do according 
certain Compoſitions receive different Appellatio 
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one ot them be trimmed up with a Gold Chain, 
d a red Gown, and a white Rod, and à great Horſe, it 
called a Lord Mayor; If certain Ermines and Furs 
placed in a certain Poſition, we ſtile them a Judge, 
ſo, an apt Conjunction of Lawn and black Sattin, 
e entitle a Biſhop. 


OTHERS of theſe Profeſſors, tho agreeing in the 
ain Syſtem, were yet more refined upon certain 
ranches of it; and held, that Man was an Animal 
mpounded of two Dreſſes, the Natural and the Ce- 
ſtial Suit, which were the Body and the Soul: That 
e Soul was the outward, and the Body the inward 
loathing; that the latter was ex traduce; but the 
primer, of daily Creation and Circumtufion. This 
| they proved by Scripture, becauſe, in them we 
ive, and Move, and haye our Being : As likewiſe by 
hiloſophy, becauſe they are All in All, and All in 
rery Part, Beſides, laid they: Separate theſe- two, 
nd you will find the Body to be only a ſenceleſs un- 
voury Carcaſs. By all which it is manifeſt, that tho 
utward Dreſs muſt needs be the Soul. 


To this Syſtem of Religion were tagged ſeveral 
baltern Doctrines, which were entertained with great 
ogue : as particularly, the Faculties of the Mind 
vere deduced by the Learned among them 1n this 
anner: Embroidery was Sheer Wit, Geld Fringe 
as agreeable Converſation, Gold Lace was Repartee, 
huge long Periwig was Humeur, and a Coat full of 
owder was very good Raillery: All which required 
bundance of Fineſſe and Delicateſſe to manage with 
dvantage, as well as a ſtrict Oblervanoe after Times 
nd Faſhions. 


T have with much Pains and Reading, collected out 


Pliloſophy and Divinity, which ſeems to have been 
ompoſed by a Vein and Race of Thinking, very dit- 
erent from any other Syſtems, either Ancient or Mo- 
lern. And it was not meerly to entertain or l 
the 


df ancient Authors, this ſhort Summary of a Body of 
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the Readers Curioſity, but rather to give him Light 
into ſeveral Circumftances of the following Story: 
that knowing the State of Diſpoſitions and Opinion 
in an Age ſo remote, he may better comprehend thoke 
great Events which were the Iſſue of them. I advise 
therefore the courteous Reader, to peruſe with: 
world of Application, again and again, whatever! 
have written upon this Matter. And ſo leaving theſt 


broken Ends, I carefully gather up the cheif Threat 
of my Story, and proceed. 


THESE Opinions therefore were ſo univerſal, 1 
well as the Practices of them, among the refined Pan 
of Court and Town, that our three Brother Adyven. 
turers, as their Cirumſtances then ſtood, were ſtrange- 
ly at a Loſs. For, on the one fide, the taree Ladi 
they addreſs d themſelves to, (whom we have namel 
already) were ever at the very Top of the Faſhion, 
and abhorred all that were below it but the bread! 
of 2 Hair. On the other fide, their Father's Wil 
was very preciſe, ard it was the main Precept in it 
with the greateſt Penalties annexed, not to add to, 0 
diminiſh from their Coats one Thread, without a po 
ſitive Command in the Will. Now, the Coats ther 


Father had left them, were, tis true, of very good» E 
Cloath, and beſides, ſo neatly fown, you would we ep 
they were all ot a Picce, but at the fame time, ver 

plain, and with little or no Ornament: And it hat. 


pened, that before they were a Month in Town, gte 
Shoulder-Knots came up; ftrait, all the World wi 
Shouldec-knots; no approaching the Ladies Ruelie 
without the Quota of Shoulder-knots > That Fellow, 
cries on, has no Soul; where is his Shoulder-knot! 
Our three Brethren ſoon diſcovered their Want Þ 
ſad Experience, meeting in their Walks, with fort} 
Mortifications and Indignities. It they went to tit 
Play-Houſe, the Door-keeper ſhewed them into tb 
Twelve-penny Gallery. If they called a Boat, ſays i 
Water-man, I am firſt Sculler: If they ſtept to tit 
Roſe to take a Bottle, the Drawer would cry, Frien, 


We ſell ne Ale. If they went to viſit a Lady, a Foot- 
0 « man 
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n met them at the Door with, Pray ſend up your 
Meſſage. In this unhappy Cale, they went immedi- 
ately to conſult their Father's Will, read it over and 
per, but not a Word ot the Shoulder-knot. What 
hould they do > What Temper ſhould they find > 
bedience was abſolutely neceſſary, and yet Shoulder- 
nots appeared extremely requiſite, After much 

ought, one of the Brothers who happened to be 
nore Book-learned than the other two, ſaid, he had 
ound an Expedient. Tis true, ſaid he, there is no- 


df Shoulder-knots, but I dare conjecture, we may find 
hem inclufrve, or totidem Syllali s. This Diſt inction 
vas immediately approved by all; and ſo they fell 
gain to examine the Will. But their evil Star had 
y directed the Matter, that the firſt Syllable was not 
o be found in the whole Writing. Upon which 
Diſappointment, he who found the former Evaſion, 
dok heart, and ſaid, Brothers, there is yet Hopes: 
or tho we cannot find them totidem Verbis, nor totidem 
labis, I dare engage we ſhall make them out tertio 
do, or totidem literts. This Dilcovery was allo high- 
y commended; upon which they fell once more to 
2 Scrutiny, and ſoon pick d out 5, H, O, U, L, 
„E, R; when the ſame Planet, Enemy to their 
tepole, had wonderfully contrived, that a K was 
ot to be found. Here was a weighty Difficulty ! 
ut the diſtinguiſhing Brother (for whom we ſhall 
reafter find a Name) now his Hand was in, proved 
Va very good Argument, that & was a modern ille- 
timate Letter, unknown to the Learned Ages, nor 
y where to be found in ancient 
lanulcripts. Tis true, ſaid he, the * Quibuſdam 
e Word Calende hath in .. C. Veteribus Codi- 
en ſometimes writ with a A, but cibus. 
roneoully, for in the beſt Copies it 
ever ſpelt with a c. and by conſequence it was a groſs 
liſtake in our Language to ſpell Knot with a A, but 
at from henceforward, he would take care it ſhould 
writ with a C. Upon this, all further Difficulty 
iſhed ; Shoulder-Knots were made clearly out, of 


* 
* 


\ 


hing here in this Will, ro4idem verbis, making mention 
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be Fure Paterno, and our three Gentlemen {waggered 
with as large and as flanting ones as the beſt. 


=_ 


BUT as human Happineſs 1s of a very ſhort Du. 
ration, ſo in thoſe Days were human Faſhions, upon 
which it entirely depends. Shoulder-knots had their i” 
Time, and we muſt now imagine them in their De- he 
cline; for a certain Lord came juft from Paris, with hr 
fifty Yards of Gold Lace upon his Coat, eracth b 
trimmed after the Court Faſhion of that Month o 
In two Days all Mankind appeared cloſed up nM *! 
Bars of Gold Lace: Whoever durſt peep abr mn 
without his Complement of Gold Lace, was as fa *< 
dalous as a , and as ill received among tht 
Women, What ſhould our three Knights do in thi 
momentous Affair. They had ſufficiently {trained 1 
Point already, in the Affair of Shoulder-knots : Upor 
Recourfe to the Will, nothing appeared there bi 
altum . Silentium. That of the Shoulder-knots was 1 
losſe, flying, circumſtantial Point: but this of Gol 
Lace, ſeemed too conſiderable an Alteration without 
better Warrant; it did aliquo modo eſſentiæ aher 
and therefore re-uired a poſitive Precept. But abo 
this time it fell out, that the learned Brother atoreſaid, 
had read Arifforelis Dialectica, and eſpecially that Wo. 
derful Piece 1 which has the Faculty d 


teaching its Readers to find out a Meaning in eve 
Thing but it ſelf; like Commentators on the Revit 2 
e 


tions, who proceed Prophets without underſtanding i 
Syllable of the Text. Brothers, ſaid he, You are! 
be informed, that of Wills, duo ſunt genera, Nunc! 
% patory and Scriptory : that in the Scriptory Vil 
here before us, there is no Precept or mentio! abol 
Gold Lace, conſeditur : But, ft idem affirmetur de nuncu 
„ torio negatur. For, Brothers, if you remember, ave heal 
a Fellow fay when we were Boys, that he heard u 
*« Father's Man ſay, that he heard my Father ſay, tag 
* he would adviſe his Sons to get Gold Lace on the 
Coats, as ſoon as ever they could procure Mon 
to buy it. By G that is very true, cries tif 
other; I remember it perfectly well, ſaid the * 

N 
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And ſo without more ado they got the largeſt Gold 


Lace in the Pariſh, and walk'd about as fine as 
Lords. 


el 


A while after, there came up all in Faſhion, a pret- 
y ſort of Fame-Coloured Sattin for Linings, and 
he Mercer brought a Pattern of it immediately to our 
hree Gentlemen, An pleaſe your Worſhips (ſaid 


au be) My Lord C „and Sir F. V. had Linings out 
hof this very Piece laſt Night, it takes wonderfully, 
MF and I ſhall not have a Remnant left, enough to make 


my Wite « Pin-culhion by to morrow Morning at 
ten a Clock. Upon this they fell again to romage 
ne Will, becauſe the preſent Caſe alſo required a po- 
itive Precept, the Lining being held by Orthodox 
Vriters to be of the Eſſence ot, the Coat. After long 
earch, they could tix upon nothing to the Matter in 
and, except 2 ſnort Advice of their Father's 1n the 
Vill, to take Care ot Fire, and put out their Candles 
fore they went to Sleep. This, tho' a good deal for 
he Furpole, and helping very far towards Self- Con- 
iction, yet not ſeeming wholly of Force to eſtabliſh 
Command ; and being reſolved to avoid farther 
\cruple, as well as future Occaſion for Scandal, lays 
e that. was the Scholar; © I remember to have read 
in Wills, of a Codicil annexed, which is indeed a 
Part of the Will; and what it contains hath equal 
Authority with the reſt. Now I have been conſi- 
dering ot this fame Will here before us, and I can- 
not reckon it to be compleat for want of ſuch a 
Codicil. I will therefore faften one in its proper 
Place very dexterouſſy; I have had it by me jome 
Time, it was written by a Dog-keeper of my 
Grand-tather's, and talks a great deal (as good 
Luck would have it) of this very flame-colourcd 
WW vattin. The Project was immediately +pjproved 
che other two; an old Parchment 5-:0wl was 
Weged on according to Art, in the Form of a Codicil 
next, and the Satcin bought and worn. 


D NEXT 


NEXT Winter, a Player hired for the purpoſe hy 
the Corporation of Fringe-maters acted his Part in x 
new Comedy, all covered with Silver Fringe, and 
according to the laudable Cuſtom gave Riſe to that 
Faſhion. Upon which, the Brothers conſulting their 
Father's Will, to their great Aſtoniſhmentghound theſe 
Words: Item, I Charge and Command my ſatd three Som, 
to wear no ſors of 1 do! Fringe upon or about their (ail 
Coats, Cc. with a Penalty in caſe of Diſobedience, too 
long here to inſert. However, after ſome Pauſe 
the Brother ſo often mentioned for his Erudirion, 
who was well skill'd in Criticiſms, had found ina 
certain Author, which he ſaid ſhould be nameleſs, that 
the ſame Word which in the Willis called Fringe. 
does alſo ſignifie a Broom- ſtick: and do bt leſs ought 
to have the tame Interpretation in this Paragraph. 
This, another of the Brothers diſliked, becauſe ot thit 
Epithet, Sifver, which could not, he humbly conce- 
ved, in Propriety of Speech be reaſonably applied to 
a Broom- ſtick: but it was replied upon him, that thi 
Epithet was underſtood in a Mythological and Alle. 
gorical Senſe. However, he objected again, why ther 
Father ſhould forbid them to wear a Broom-{tick or 
their Coats, a Caution that ſeemed unnatural and im- 
pertinent; upon which he was taken up ſhort, as one 
that ſpoke irreverently of a Myſtery, which doubtleſ 
was very uſeful and ſignificant, but ought not to he 
over-curiou!.y pryed into, or nicely reatoned upon. 
And in ſhort, their Father's Authority being nov 
conſiderably ſunk, this Expedient was allowed to ſerve 
as a lawful Diſpenſation, for wearing their full Pro- 
portion of Silver Fringe. 


A while after, was revived an old Faſhion, le ng | 
antiquated, of Embroidery, with Indian Figures 0! b 
Men, Women and Children. Here they had n 
occaſion to examine the Will. They remembred bu T 
too well, how their Father had always abhorred tn... 
Faſhion, that he made ſeveral Paragraphs on Purpob o it 
importing his utter Deteſtation of it, and beſtowin an 4 


his everlaſting Curſe to his Sons whenever they ſhould, och 
8 went | 
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wear it. For all this, in a few days, they appeared 
higher in the Faſhion than any body elſe in the Town. 
But they ſolved the matter by ſaying, that theſe Figures 
were not at all the ſame with thoſe that were for- 
merly worn, and were meant in the Will. Beſides, 
they did not wear them in that ſenſe, as forbidden 
by their Father, but as they were a commendable Cu- 
tom, and of great Uſe to the Publick. That theſe 
rigorous Clauſes in the Will did therefore require 
ſome Allowance, and a favourable Interpretation, and 
ought to be underſtood cum grano Salit. 


BUT, Faſhions perpetually altering in that Age, 
the Scholaſtick Brother grew weary of ſearching far- 
ther Evaſions, and ſolving everlaſting Contradictions. 
Reſolved therefore at all Hazards to comply with the 
Modes of the World, they concerted Matters together; 
and agreed unanimouſly, to lock up their Father's Will 
in a Strong-Box, brought out of Greece or Italy, (I have 
forgot which) and trouble themſelves no farther to 
examine it, but only refer to its Authority whenever 
Ie hey thought fir. In conſequence whereof, a while 
ter, it grew a general Mode to wear an infinite 


Number of Points, moſt of them tagg'd with Silver : 
wy Ipon which the Scholar pronounced ex Cathedra, that 
deb points were abſolutely Fure Paterno, as they might 


ery well remember. Tis true indeed, the Faſhion 
p® Wpreſcribed ſomew hat more than were directly named 

n the Will; However, that they, as Heirs general of 
heir Father, had Power to make and add certain Clau- 
es for publick Emolument, though not deducible to- 
ilem verbis ſrom the Letter of the Will, or elle, Aſulta 
burda ſequerentur. This was underſtood for Canonicat, 
nd thereiore on the following Sunday they came to 
hurch all coyered with Points. 


THE Learned Brother fo often mentioned, was 
eckon d the beſt Scholar in all that or the next Street 
o it; miomuch, as having run ſomething behind- 
and with the World, he obtained the tavour from a 
ertain Lord, to receive him into his Houſe, and to 
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teach his Children. A while after the Lord Died, and 


he by long Practice upon his Fathers Will, found the 
way of contriving a Deed of Conveyance of that 
Houſe to himſelf and his Heirs: Upon which he took 
Poſſeſſion, turned the young Squires out, and received 
his Brothers in their ſtead. 


4 . o . 
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SECT. III. 
4 Digreſſion concerning Criticks. 
HO' I have been hitherto as cautious as ! 
could, upon all Occaſions, moſt nicely to 


follow. the Rules and Methods of Writing, 
laid down by the Example of our illuſtrious Mo- 


derns; yet has the unhappy ſhortneſs of my Memo- 


ry led me into an Error, from which I muſt im. 
mediately extricate my ſelf, before I can decently 
purſue my principal Subject. I conteſs with Shame 
it was an unpardonable Omiſſion to proceed fo fat 
as I haye already done, before I had performed th: 
due Diſcourſes, Expoſtulatory, Supplicatory, or De. 
precatory with my good Lords and Critickt. Toward: 
tome Atonement for this grievous Neglect, I do her 
make humbly bold to preſent them with a ſhort Account 
of themſelves nd their Art, by looking into the Ori 
ginal and Pedigree of the. Word, as it is generallj 
underſtood among us, and very briefly conſidering th: 
antient and preſent State thereof. 


BY the Word Critick, at this Day fo frequent it 
all Converſation, there have ſometimes been diſtin- 
guiſhed three very different Species of Mortal Men, 
according as I have read in Ancient Books and Part 
phlets. For fiſt, by this Term were underſtood fucl 
Perſons as Invented or Drew up Rules for them- 
telyes and the World, by obſerving which, * 

Keader 
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Reader might be able to pronounce- upon the Pro- | 


ductions of the Learned, from his Taſte to a true 
Reliſh of the Sublime and the Admirable, and divide 
every Beauty of Matter or of Style from the Corrup- 
tion that Apes it : In their common peruſal of 
Books, fingling our Errors and Defects, the Nauſe- 
ous, the Fulſome, the Dull, and the Impertinent, 
with the Caution of a Man that walks thro' Eden- 
borough Streets in a Morning, who is indeed ascaretul 
as he can, to watch diligently, and ſpy out the Filth 
in his Way, not that he is curious to obſerve the 
Colour and .Complexion of the, Ordure, or take its 
Dimenſions, much leſs to be padling in, or taſting 
it: but only with a Delign to come out as cleanly 
6 he may. Theſe Men ſeem, tho very erroneouſly, 
to have underſtood the Appellation of Critich in a 
literal Senſe; That one principal part ot his Offi e 
was to Praiſe and Acquit; and, that a Critick, who 
ſets up to Read, only for an Occaſion of Cenſure 
and Reproof, 1s a Creature as barbarous as a Judge, 
who ſhould take up a Reſolution to hang all Men 
that came before him upon a Tryal. 


AGAIN; by the Word Critick, have been meant, 
the Reſtorer of Antient Learning from the Worms, 
and Graves, and Duſt of Manulcripts. 


NO W, the Races of thele two have been for 
lome Ages utterly extinct; and beſides, to diicourie 
any tarther of them, would not be at all ro my 
purpole. 


T HE Third and Nobleſt Sort, 1s that of the 
TRUE CRITIC X, whole Original is the moſt 
Antient of all. Every True Critick is a Hero born, 
deſcending in a direct Line from a Celeſtial Stem, 
by Momus and Hybris, who begat Zoilus, who begat 


Tizelius, who begat Etcætera the Elder, who begat 


Z-tly, and Rym-r, and Mtton, and Perrault, and Den- 
niz, Who begat Etcætera the Younger. 
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A ND theſe are the Criticks from whom the Com- 
monwealth of Learning has in all Ages received ſuch 
immenſe benefits, that the Gratitude of their Admi- 
rers placed their Origine in Heaven, among thoſe of 
Hercules, Theſeus, Perſeus, and other great Deſervers of 
Mankind. But Heroick Virtue it felt hath not been 
exempt from the Obloquy of Evil Tongues, For it 
hath been objected, that thoſe Antient Heroes, fa- 
mous for their Combating ſo many Giants, and 
Dragons, and Robbers, were in their own Perſons a 
greater Nuiſance to Mankind, than any of thole Mon- 
{ters they ſubdued; and therefore, to render their 
Obligations more Compleat, when all other Vermin 
were deftroyed, ſhould in Con ience have concluded 
with the ſame Juſtice upon themſelves: as Herculus 
moſt generouſly did, and hath upon that Score, pro- 
cured to himſelf more Temples and Votaries than the 
beſt ot his Fellows. For thele Reaſons, I iuppoie it 
is, why jome have conceived, it would be very ex- 
pedient for the Publick Good of Learning, that eve- 
ry True Critick, as ſoon as he had finiſhed his Task 
aſſigned, ſhould immediately deliver himſelf up to 
Ratsbane, or Hemp, or from ſome convenient Altitude, 
and that no Man's Pretentions to 10 illaſtrious a 
Character, {ſhould by any means be received, before 
That Operation were periormed. 


NO W, from this Heavenly Deſcent of Criticiſm, 
and the cloſe Analogy it bears to Heroick Virtue. tis 
cafe to Aſſign the proper Employment of a True, 
Antient, Genuine Critick ; which is, to travel thro 
this vaſt World of Writings : to purſue and hunt 
thoſe Monſtrous Faults bred within them: to drag 
out the Jurking Frrors like Cacus trom his Den ; to 
multiply them like Hydrs's Heads; and rake them 
together like Augeas s me” Or elſe drive away a 
ſort of Dangerous Fowl, who have a perverſe Incli- 
ration to Plunder the beſt Branches of the Tree of 
Knowledge, like thoſe Stymphalian Birds that eat up 


the Fruit. b 
THESE 
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T HES E Reaſonings will furniſh us with an ade- 
quate Definition of a true Critick; that, He is a Diſ- 
coverer and Collector of Writers Faults. Which may 
be further but beyond Diſpute by the following De- 
monſtration : That whoever will examine the Wri- 
tings in all kinds, wherewith this antient Sect has 
honour'd the World, ſhall immediately find, from 
the whole Thread and Tenor of them, that the Idea's 
of the Authors have been altogether converſant, and 
taken up with the Faults, Blemiſhes, Overſights and 
Miſtakes of other Writers; and let the Subject treat- 
ed on be whatever it will, their Imaginations are fo 
entirely poſſeſs d and replete with the Detects. of o- 
ther Pens, that the very Quinteſſence of what is bad, 
does of Neceſſity deſtil into their n: by which 
means the whole appears to be nothing elſe but an 
Abſtract of the Criticiſms themſelves have made. 


HAVING thus briefly confider'd the Original and 
OFce of a Critick, as the Word is underſtood in its 
molt noble and univerial Acceptation, I proceed to fe- 
jute the Objections of thoſe who argue from the Silence 
and Pretermiſſion of Authors; by which they pretend 
to Prove, that the very Art of Critioiim, as now ex- 
erciſed, and by me explained, is wholly Modern, and 
conſequently, that the Criticks of Great Bristain and 
Frenge, have no Title to an Original o Antient and II- 
luſtrious as I have deduced. Now, It I can clearly 
make out on the contrary, that the moſt Antient ri. 
ters have particularly deſcribed, both the Perion and 
the Office ofa True Critick, agreeable to the D-tinition 
laid down by me; their Grand Objection, from the 
Silence of Authors, wien to the Ground. 

* 


I confeſs to have for a long time born a part in 
this general Error; from which I ſhould never have 
acquitted my ſelf, but through the Aſſiſtance of opr 
Noble Moderns; whoſe moſt edifyivg Volumes I turn 
indefatigably over Night and Day, for the Improve- 
ment of my Mind, and the good of my Country : 
Theſe have with unwearied Pains made many uſeful ſear- 
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into the weak ſides of the Antients, and given us 
"Oh | © comprehenſive Liſt of them 
* See Wotton of An- * Beſides, they have proved 
tient and Modern Learn- beyond contradiction, that the 
9 very fineſt Things delivered 
7 of old, have been long ſince 
invented, and brought to Light by much later Pens, 
and that the nobleſt Diſcoveries thoſe Antients ever 
made ot Art or of Nature, have all been produced by the 
tranſcending Genius of the preſent Age. Which clear- 
ly ſhews how little Merit thoſe Antients can ju'tly pre- 
tend to, and takes off that blind Admiration paid 
them by Men ina Corner, who have the Unhappinels 
of converſing too little with preſent Things Reflect- 
ing maturely upon all this, and taking in the whole 
Compals of Human Nature, I eaſily concluded, that 
theſe Antients, highly ſenfible of their many Imperfecti- 
ons, muſt needs have endeavoured from ſome Paſſages 
in their Works, to obviate, ſoften, or divert the Cenſo- 
rious Reader, by Satyr, or Panegyrick upon the Trut 
5 | Criticks, in Imitation of their Maſters 
* Satyr, an the Moderns. Now, intheCommon-P/4c 
Panegyrick upon of * both thele, I was pientifully in- 
Criticks. ſtructed, by a long Courſe of uſefu 
Study in Prefaces and Prologues; and 
therefore immediately reſolved to try what I could 
diſcover of either, by a diligent Peruial of the molt 
Antient Writers, and eſpecially thoſe who treated o 
the carlieſt Times. Here I found tomy great Surprize 
that although they all entred uon Occafion, into par- 
ticular Deſcriptions ot the True Critick, according as 
they were governed by their Fears or their Hopes: yet 
whatever they touched of kind, was with abun- 
dance of Caution, ad ventu 10 farther than Mytho/og) 
and Hierog/yphick. This, I ſuppole, ground to ſuperfici- 
a] Readers, jor urging the Silence of Authors, againlt 
the Antiquity ofthe True Critick; Tho the Types are 
ſo appoſit, and the Applications ſo neceſſary and na- 
tural, that it is not ealy to conceive, how any Reader 
of a Modern Eye and Taſte could over-look them. I 
Mall venture from a great Number to produce a few, 
: which 
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which I am very confident, will put tnis Queſtion be- 
yond Diſpute. | rf 


IT well deſerves conſidering, that theſe Antient 
Writers in treating Enigmatically upon this Subject, 
have generally fixed upon the very ſame Age 
varying only the Story according to their Affections 
or their Wit. For firſt ; Pauſanias is of Opinion, that 
the Perfection of Writing correct, was entirely owin 
to the Inſtitution of Criticks; and, that he can 2 
fibly mean no other than the True Critick, is, I 
think, manifeſt enough from the following Defcrip- 
tion. He ſays, They were a Race of Men, who 
„% delighted to nibble at the Superfluities, and Ex- 
« creſcencies of Books; which the Learned at length 
« obſerving, took. Warning of their own Accord, to 
« lop the Luxuriant, the Rotten, the Dead, the Sapleſs, 
and the Over:grown Branches from their Works. 
Put now, all this he cunningly ſhades under the 
following Allegory; © That the 
% Naufplians in Argia, learned tie Lib 
Art of pruning their Vines, by 
© obſerving, that when. an. ASS had browſed upen 
one of them, it thrived the better, | 
« and bore fairer Fruit. But * He- * Lib. 4. 
rolotut holding the very ſame Hiero- 
elyph, ſpeaks much plainer, and almoſt in terminis. 
He hath been ſo bold as to tax thegrue Criticks, of 
Ignorance and Malice; telling us openly, for I think 
nothing can be plainer, © That in the Weſtern Part 
Jof Libya, there were Aſſes with 
© Horns : Upon which Relation * Vide ex- 
* Ctefias yet reſines, mentioning the cerpta ex eo apud 
very fame Animal about India, ad- Photium. 
ding, © That whereas all other 
* Aſſes wanted a Gall, theſe horned ones were ſo 
* redundant in that Part, that their Fleſh was not to 
be eaten, becauſe of its extream Bitterneſs. 


NOW, the Reaſon why thoſe Antient Writers 
treated this Subject only by Types and 332 
R ue 


48 1 Digreſſion 


Mountains of Helicon there grows a certain Weed, 


India, he hath ſet down theſe remarkable Words 
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becauſe they durſt not make open Attacks againſt 2 « 
Party fo Potent and ſo Terrible, as the Criticks of  « 
thoſe Ages were: whoſe very Voice was ſo Dread ful, 
that a Legion of Authors would tremble, and drop 
their Pens at the Sound: For fo “ Hero- fl « 
* Lib.4. dotus tells us expreſly in another Place, 
how © a vaſt Army of Scy#hians was put il « 
<« to flight in a Panick Terror, by the Braying of n 
« ASS. From whence it is conjectured by certain 
profound Philologers, that the great Awe and Reve- 
rencs paid to a True Critick, by the Writers of Bri- 
tain have been derived to Us, from thoſe our Scythian 
Anceſtors. Ia ſhort, this Dread was to univerſal, 
that in proceſs of Time, thoſe Authors who had a 
mind to publiſh their Sentiments more freely, in de- 
{cribing the True Criticks of their ſeveral Ages, 
were forced to leave off the Ule of the former Hiero- 
glyph, as too nearly approaching the Prototype, and 
invented other Terms inſtead thereof, that wer: 
more cautious and myſtical ; fo * Div 
Lib. dorus (peaking to the ſame purpoſe, ven- 
tures no farther than to ſay, that © in the 


* whach bears a Flower. of ſo damned a Scent, as to 
© poiſon thoſe who offer to ſmell it. Lucretius gives 
exactly the ſame Relation. | 


Et etiam in Mtg ni s Heliconis montibus arbos. 
Floris odore bomihem retro conſueta necare. Lib. 6. 


BUT Cteſ, un we lately quoted, hath been! 
great deal bolder; He had been uſed with much ſe— 
verity by the True Criticks of his own Age, and there. 
tore could not forbear to leave behind him, at leaſt ont 
deep Mark of his Vengeance, againſt the whole Tribe 
Has Meaning is ſo near the Surface, that I wonder hof N 
it poſſibly came to be overlooked by thoſe who deny ticks 
the Antiquity of the True Criticks. For pretending weal 
to make a Deſcription of many ftrange Animals abou to be 


Among the reſt, ſays he, there is a ons Ta — 
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« wants the Teeth, and conſequently cannot bite, but 
* if its Vomit (to which it is much addicted) happens 
to fall upon any Thing, a certain Rottenneſs or 
Corruption enſues: Theſe Serpents are generally 
found among the Mountains where Jewels grow, 
« and they frequently emit a Poiſonous Juce, whereof 
« whoever drinks, that Perſon's Brains flies out of 
« his Noftrilg | 


9 | 

THERE was alſo among the Ancients a fort of 
Critick, not diſtinguiſht in ſpecie from the former, but 
in Growth or Degree, who ſeem to have been only 
the Tyro's or junior Schollars; yet becauſe of their dif- 
tering Employments, they are frequently mentioned 
as a Sect by themſelves. The uſual Exerciſe of theſe 
younger Students, was to attend conſtantly at The- 
atres, and learn to ſpy out the worlt Parts of the Play, 
whereot they were obliged carefully to take Note, 
and render a Rational Account, to their Tutors. Fleſnt 
at theſe ſmaller Sports, like young Wolves, they grew 
up in time, to be nimble and ſtrong enough for hunt- 
ing down large Game. For it hath been obſer ved both 
among Antients and Moderns, that a true Critick hath 
one Quality in common with a Whore and an Alderman, 
never to change his Title or his Nature; that a Grey Cri- 
ick has been certainly a green one, the Perfections and 
Acquirements of his Age being only the improved Ta- 
ents of his Youth : like Hemp, which fume Natura- 
liſts inform us, is bad tor Suffocations, tho' taken but 
in the Seed. I eſteem the Invention, or at leaſt the 
Refinement of Prologues, to have been owing to theſe 
younger Proficients, of whom Terence makes frequent 


_ honourable Mention, under the Name of Male- 
volt, | | 


NO W, tis certain, the Inſtithtion of True Cri- 
ticks, was of abſolute Neceſſity to the Common- 
wealth of Learning. For all Human Actions ſeem 
to be divided like Themiftocles and his Company; One 
Man can Fiddle, and another can make 4 (mal Town 4 
Heat City); and he that cannot do either one or — 
. 9 other, 


| — | 
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other, deſerves to be kick d out of the Creation. The M v 
* avoiding of which Penalty, has doubtlels given the | 
firſt Birth to the Nation of Criticks, and withal, an 
Qccaſion for their ſecret Detractors to report; that a 
True Critick is a ſort of Mechanick, ſet up with a 
Stock of Tools for his Trade, at as little Expence as 
a Taylor; and that there is much Analogy between 
the Utenſils and Ahilities of both : That abe Taylor's 
Hell is the Type of a Critick's Comm ace-Book, 
and his Wit and Learning held forth by the Gooſe: 
That it requires at leaſt as many of theſe, to the ma- 
king up of one Scholar, as of the others to the Com- 
polition of a Man: That the Valour of both is e- 
qual, and their Weapons near of a Size. - Much may 
be faid in Anſwer to theſe invidious Reflections; and 
I can poſitively affirm the firſt to be a Falſhood : Fot 
on the contrary, nothing is more certain, than that it 
requires greater Layings out, to be free of the Criticks 
Company, than of any other you can name. For, as 
to be a true Begger, it will coſt the rieheſt Candidate 
every Groat he is worth; ſo, before one can com- 
, mence a True Critick, it will coſt a Man all the 
ood Qualities of his Mind; which, perhaps, for a 
eſs Purchaſe, would be thought but an indifferent 
Bargain. | 


1 


* 
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| HAVING thus amply proved the Antiquity of 
Criticiſm, and deſcribed the Primitive State of it; 

thall now examine the preſent Con- 

* A Quotation dition of this Enipire, and ew 

after the manner how well it agrees with its antient 


of à great Author. (elf. * A certain Author who! W 
Vile Bently's Diſ- Works have many Ages ſince been is 
ſertation, &C. entirely loſt, does in his fifth Boo are 


and eighth Chapter, ſay of Cri-M co! 
ticks, that their Writings are the Mirrors of Learning iev 
This I underſtand in a literal Senſe, and ſuppoſe out 
Author muſt mean, that whoever deſigns to be a per- 
fect Writer, muſt inſpect into the Books of Criticks, iſ of 
and correct his Invention there as in a Mirror. No.] an 
Whoever confiders, that the Mirrors of the Antients I as 
A Were 
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were made of Braſs, and fine Mercurio, may preſently 
apply the two Principal Qualifications of a True Mo- 

em Critick, and conſequently muft needs conclude, 


that theſe have always been, and muſt be for ever the 


ſame. For, Braſs is an Emblem of Duration, and 
when it is skilfully burniſhed will caſt Reflections 


from its own Superficies, without any Aſſiſtance of 


Mercury from behind. All the other Talents of a Cri- 
tick will not require a particular Mention, being in- 
cluded, or cafily deduceable to theſe. However, I ſhall 
conclude with three Maxims, which may ſerve both 
as Character iſt icks to diſtinguiſh a True Modern Cri- 
tick from a * of and will be allo of admirable 
Ule to thofe worthy Spirits, who engage in ſo uſeful 
and honourable an Art. 


THE firſt is, That Criticiſm, contrary to all other 
Faculties of the Intellect, is ever held the trueſt and 
beſt, when it 1s the very firft Reſult of the Critick's 
Mind: As Fowlers reckon the firft Aim for the ſureſt, 
and ſeldom fail of miſſing the Mark, if they ſtay not 
tor a Second. 


SECONDEY; The True Criticks are known by 
their Tale t of ſwarming about the nobleſt Writers, 
to which they are carried meerly by Inſtinct, as a Rat 
to the beſt Cheeſe, or a Waſp to the faireſt Fruit. So 
when the King is a Horſe-back, he is ſure to be the 
dirtieſt Perſon of the Company, and they that make 
their Court beſt, are ſuch as beſpatter him moſt, 


LASTLY; A True Critick, in the Peruſal of a Book, 
is like a Dog at a Feaſt, whole Thoughts and Stomach 
are wholly ſet upon what the Gueſts fling away, and 
conſequently, is apt to Snarl moſt, when there are the 
feweſt Bones. 


THUS much, I think, is ſufficient to ſerve by way 
of Addreſs to my Patrons, the True Modern Criticks, 
and may very well attone for my paſt Silence, as well 
as That which I am like to oblerye for the . 


1 
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I hope I have deſerved ſo well of their whole Body, 


as to meet with generous and tender Uſage at their 
Hands. Supported by which Expectation, I go on 


'boldly to purſue thoſe Adventurers already ſo happi- 


ly begun. 
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HAVE now with much Pains and Study, con- 
ducted the Reader to a Period, where he muſt 
expect to hear of great Revolutions. For no 
ſooner had Our Learned Brother, ſo often men- 

tioned, got a warm Houle of his own over his Head, 
than he began to look big, and to take mightily upon 
him; inſomuch, that unleſs the Gentle Reader out of 
his great Candour, will pleaſe a little to exalt his 
Idea, I am afraid he will henceforth hardly know the 
Hero of the Play, when he happens to meet Him ; 
his Part, his Drels, and his Mein being ſo much 


altered. 


H E told his Brothers, he would have them te 
know, that he was their Elder, and conſequently his 
Father's ſole Heir; May, a while after, he would 
not allow them to call Him, Brother, but Mr. Peter ; 
And then he muſt be ityled, Father Peter; and fome- 
times, my Lord Peter. To ſupport this Grandeur, 
which he ſoon began to conſider, could not be main- 
tained without a better Fonde than what he was born 
to; After much Thought, he caſt about at laſt, to turn 
Projector and Virtusſo; wherein he ſo well ſucceeded, 
that many famous Diſcoveries, Projects and Machines, 
which bear great Vogue and Practice at preſent in the 
World, are owing entirely to Lord Peter's pie 


* 


* 
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Iwill deduce the beft Account I have been able to 
collect of the Chief amongſt them, without con- | | 
ſidering much the Order they came out in; becauſe, 

[ think, Authors are not well agreed as to that 

Point. | 


BT Ch © 


I hope, when this Treatiſe of mine ſhall be tranſla- 
ted into Forein Languages, (as I may without Vani- 
ty affirm, That the Labor of collecting, the Faithtul- 
neſs in recounting, and the great Ulefulneſs of the 
Matter to the Publick, will amply deſerve that Juſtice) 
that the worthy Members of the ſeveral Academies a- 
broad, eſpecially thoſe of France and Italy, will fa- 
yourably accept theſe humble Offers, for the Advance- 
ment of Univerſal Knowledge I do alto advertiſe the 
moſt Reverend Fathers the Eaſtern Miſſionaries, that I 
1 have purely for their fakes, made uſe of ſuch Words 

and Phraſes, as will beſt admit an eafie Turn into 


* any of the Oriental Languages, eſpecially the Chineſe. 

I And fo I proceed with great Content of Mind, upon 

© Wrefleting, how much Emolument this whole Globe of 

x karth is like to reap by my Labours. "8 
115 


h THE firſt Undertaking of Lord Peter, was to pur- 
* Wchaſe a large Continent, lately ſaid to have been diſ- 
1 orered in Terra Auſiralis Incegnita. This Tract of 

en Land he bought at a very great Peany-worth from 

the Diſcoverers themſelves (tho' ſome pretended to 
doubt whether they had ever been there) and then 
wy retailed it into ſeveral Cantons to certain Dealers, 
14 who carried over Colonies, but were all Shipwreckt 

"CO Win the Voyage. Upon which, Lord Peter ſold the ſaid 

Continent to other Cuſtomers again, and again, and 

again, and again, with the ſame Succeſs, 


ur, 
or THE Second Project I ihall mention, was his 
— Sovereign Remedy for the orm, eſpecially thoſe in 


od the Spleen. The Patient was to eat nothing after 
upper tor three Nights: as loon as he went to Bed 


hy he was carefully to lye on one Side; and when he 
grew weary, to turn upon the other: He muſt alſo 
1 | duly 


* 
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duly confine his two _Eyes to the ſame Object; and 
by no means break Wind at, both ends together, 
without manifeſt Occaſions. Theſe Preſcriptions di- 
' ligently obſerved, the Worms would void infenſibly 
by Perſperation, afcending thro the Brain. 


A Third Invention, was the Erecting of a Whiſper- 
ing - Office, for the Publick Goed and Eaſe ot all ſuch 
as are Hypochond riacal, or troubled with the Cho- 
lick; as likewiſe of all Eves-droppers, Phyſicians, 
Midwives, {mall Politicians, Friends fallen out, Re- 
peating Poets, Lovers Happy, or in Deſpair, Bawds, 
Privy-Counſellors, Pages, Paraſites. and Buffoons: 
In fort, of all ſuch as are ii: Danger of burſting with 
too much Wind. An Aſss Head was placed ſo con- 
veniently, that the Party affected might eatily with 
his Mouth accoſt either of the Animals Ears; which 
he was to ppb. cloſe for a certain Space, and by 

fugitive Faculty, peculiar to the Ears of that Animal, 
receive immediate Benefit, either by Eructation, or 
Expiration, or Evomitation. 


ANOTHER very beneficial Project of Lord 
Peter's was an Office of Enſurance, for Tobacco Pipes, 
Martyrs of the Modern Zeal ; Volumns of Poetry, 
Shadows, 9 and Ri.. 
vals: That theſe, nor any of the {hall receive 
Damage by Fire. From whence our Friendly Socie- 
ties may plainly find themſelves to be only Tranſcri- 
bers from this Original; tho the one and the other 
have been ot great Benefit to the Undertakers, as well 
as of equal to the Publick. 


LORD PETER was allo held the Original Au- 
tho of Puppets and Raree-Shows; the great Uſetul- 

neſs whereof being ſo generally known, I ſhall not 
enlarge farther upon this particular. 


BUT, another Diſcovery for which he was much 
renowned, was his famous univerſal Pickle : For 
having remarkt how your common Pickle in ut 

among 
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among Huſwives, was of no farther Benefit than to 
preſerve dead Fleſh, and certain kinds of Vegetables 
Peter, with great Coſt as well as Art, had contriv 
a Pickle proper for Houſes, Gardens, Towns, Men, 
Women, Children and Cattle; wherein he could 
preſerve them as Sound as Inſects in Amber. Now, 
this Pickle to the Tafte, the Smell, and the Sight, ap- 
peared exactly the fame, with what is in common 
Service for Beef, and Butter, and Herrings, (and has 
been often that way applied with great Succeſs) but 
for its many Sovereign Virtues was quite a different 
Thing. For Peter would put 1n a certain Quantity 
of his Powder-Pimper/im-pimp, after which it never 
failed of Succeſs. The Operation was performed by 
pargefaction in a proper Time of the Moon. The 
Patient who was to be Pickled, it it were a Houle, 
would infallibly be preſerved trom all Spiders, Rats, 
and Weazels: If the Party affected were a Dog, he 
ſhould be exempt from Mange, and Madneſs, and 
Hunger. It allo intallibly took away all Scabs and 
Lice, and ſcalld Heads from Children, never hindring 
the Patient from any Duty, either at Bed or Board. 


BUT of all Peter's Ratities, he moſt valued 2 
certain Set of Bulls, whoſe Race was by great For- 
tune preſerved in a lineal Deſcent from thoſe that 
guarded the Golden-Fleece. Tho' ſome who preten- 
led to obſerve them curiouſly, doubted the Breed had 
not been kept entirely chaſt; becauſe they had de- 
generated from their Anceſtors in ſome Qualities, 
and had acquired, others very extraordinery, but, a 
foreign Mixture. The Bulls of Cofchos are recorded 
to have brazen Feet; But whether it happened by ill 
Paſture and Running, by an Allay from Interventioa 
of other Parents, trom ſtolen Intrigues: Whether 
a Weaknels in their Progenitors had impaired the 
leminal Virtue : Or by a Decline neceſſary thro' a 
long Courſe of Time, the Originals of Nature being 
depraved/in theſe latter fintul Ages of the World: 

hatever was the Cauſe, tis certain that Lord Peter's 
Bulls were extremely e TY by the Ruſt of Time 
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in the Mettal of their Feet, which was now ſunk in. 
to common Lead. However, the terrible roaring pe. 
culiar to their Lineage, was preſerved ; as likewiſe 
that Faculty of breathing out Fire from their Noftrils 
which notwithſtanding, many of their Detradtor; 
took to be a Feat of Art, and to be nothing ſo terri. 
ble as it appeared; proceeding only from their uſual 
Courſe of Dyet, which was of Squibs and Crackers 
However, they had two peculiar Marks which ex- 
treamly diftinguiſhed them from the Bulls of Faſon, 
and which I have not met together in the Deſcripti- 
on of any other Monſter, beſide that in Horace; 


Varias inducere plumas, 
and 
Atrum deſinit in piſcem. a 


For; theſe had Fiſhes Tails, yet upon Occaſion, 

could out-fly any Bird in the Air. Peter put theſe 

Bulls upon- ſeveral Employs. Sometimes he would 
ſet them a roaring to fright Naughty Boys, and 
make them Quiet. Sometimes he would ſend them 
out upon Errands. of great Importance ; where it 
is wonderful to recount, and perhaps the cautious 
Reader may think much to believe it; An Apperitus 
ſenſibilis, deriving it ſelf through the whole Family, 
trom their Noble Anceſtors, Guardians of the Golden 
Fleece: they continued ſo extremely fond of Gold, 
that if Peter ſent them abroad, though it were only 
upon a Compliment; they would Roar, and Spit, 
and Belch, and Piſs, and Fart, and Snivle out Fire, 
and keep a-perpetual Coyl, till you Hung them a Bit 
of Gold.; but then Pulveris exigui jactu, they would 
grow calm and quiet as Lambs. In ſhort, whether 
by ſecret Conntvance, or Encouragement from their 
Maſter, or out of their own liquoriſh Affection to 
Gold, or both; 1t 1s certain they were no better than 
a ſort of ſturdy, ſwaggering Beggars; and where 
they could not prevail to get an Alms, would make 
Women miſcarry, and Children fall into Fits; who, 
t this very Day, uſually call Sprites and enn, 
* 


— 
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by the Name of Bull- Beggars. They grew at laſt ſo 
very troubleſome to the Neighbourhood, that ſome 
Gentlemen ot the North-Weft, got a Parcel of right 
Eng/iſh Bull Dogs, and baited them fo terribly, that 
they felt 1t ever after. 


I muſt needs mention one more of Lord Peter's Pro- 
eas, which was very extraerdinary, and diſcovered 
him to be Maſter of a high Reach, and protound In- 
vention. Whenever it happened that any Rogue of 
Newgate was condemned to be hang d, Pater would 
offer him a Pardon for a certain Sum of Money, which 
when the poor Caitiff had made all Shifts to ſcrape up 
and fend; His Lorſhip would return a Piece of Pa- 
per in this Form. ; 


O0 all Mayors, Sheriffs, Fajlors, 
Conſtables, Bayliffs, Hangmen, &c. 
Whereas We are Informed that A. B. re- 
mains in the Hands of Tou, or any of lou, 
under the Sentence of Death, We will and 
mmand Tou, upon ſight hereof, to les the 
ad Priſoner depart to his own Habitation, 
phether he ſtands Condemned for Murder, 
bdomy, Rape, Sacrilege, Inceft, Treaſon, 
blaſphemy, &c. for which this ſhall be 
ur ſufficient Warrant : And if You fail 
ere f, G—— 4 mn lou and 1ours 
0 all Eternity, And ſo we bid you heartily 
irewel. * 
Your moſt Humble 
Man's Man, 


EMPEROR PETER. 
E 2 THE 
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THE Wretches truſting to this, loſt their LiveWit : 
and Money too, | | - 
a 


I defire of thoſe whom the Learned among Po- hit 
ſterity will appoint for Commentators upon thi Br 
elaborate Treatiſe ; that they will proceed with great Mc 
Caution upon certain dark Points, wherein all who in 
are not Ver? adepti, may be in Danger to form ra{h bis 
and haſty Conclufions, eſpecially in ſome myſterio Mc 
Paragraphs, where certain Arcana are joyned for Bre ti 
vity ſake, which in the Operation muſt be divided d 
And, I am certain, that future Sons of Art, will i itt 
turn large Thanks to my Memory, tor fo grateful l 
ſo uleful an Innuendo. Qu 


IT will be no difficult Part to periuade the Re e. 
der, that ſo many worthy Diſcoveries met with greii he. 
Succeſs in the World; though I may juſtly aſſure hin 
that I have related much the ſmalleſt Namber; o 
Deſign having been only to ſingle out ſuch, as vi a 
be of moſt Benefit for Publick Imitation, or whid hot 
beſt / ſerved to give ſome Idea ot the Reach and W chi 
of the Inventor. And therefore it need not be wor 
dred, if by this Time, Lord Peter was become excett 


ing Rich. But alas, he had kept his Brain ſo lo B 
and ſo violently upon the Rack, that at laſt it ſo N 
it ſelf, and began to turn round for a little E 1 
In ſhort, what with Pride, Projects, and Knaverl 1: 

or Peter was grown Diſtracted, and conceive till © C 
trangeſt Imaginations in the World. In the height * 
of his Fits (as it is uſual with thoſe who run Ml © 9 
out of Pride) He would call himſelf God Almighl the 
and ſometimes, Monarch of the Univerſe. I have leq dei 
him (ſays my Author) take three old High-crowi lit 
Hats, and clap them all on his Head, three Stoſ © *c 
high, with 2 huge Bunch of Keys at his Girdle, aſl O 
an Angling Rod in his Hand. In which Guiſe, wi WI 
ever went to take him by the Hand in the Way Kr 
da lutation, Peter with much Grace, like a well ed Pre 
cated Spaniel, would preſent them with his Foo} der 
and if they refuſed his Civility, then he would ral Fer 
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itas high as their Chops, and give them a damn'd 
Kick on the Mouth, which hath ever fince been 
call'd a Salute. Whoever walkt by, without paying 
him their havens Fran) having a wonderful ſtrong 
Breath, he would blow their Hats off into the Dirt. 
Mean time, his Affairs at home went upſide down; 
and his two Brothers had a wetched Time; Where 
his firſt Bontade was, to Kick both their Wives one 
Morning out of Doors, and his own too, and in 
their ſtead, gave Orders to pick up the firſt three 
Strolers could be met with in the Streets. A while 
after, he nailed up the Cellar Door, and would not 
allow his Brothers a Drop of Drink to their Vi- 
tuals. Dining one Day at an Alderman's in the 
City, Peter obſer ved him expatiating after the man- 
rer of his Brethren, in the Praiſes of his Surloyn of 
Beef. © Beef, ſaid the Sage Magiſtrate, is the King of 
Meat: Beef comprehends in it the Ouinteſſence 
' of Patridge, and Quail, and Veniſon, and Phealant, 
and Plum-pudding, and Cuftard. When Peter came 
home, he would needs take the Fancy of cooking up 
this Doctrine into uſe, and apply the Precept in de- 
fault of a Surloyn, to his brown Loaf : Bread, ſays 
© he, Dear Brothers, is the ſtaff of Lite; in which 
Bread is contained inclufrv2 the > wr of Beef, 
* Mutton, Veal, Veniſon, Partridge, Plum-pudding, 
and Cuſtard : And to render all compleat, there 
* 15 intermingled a due 9 of Water, whole 
* Crudities are alſo corrected by Yeaſt or Barm, thro 
which means it becomes a wholſome fermented Li- 
* quor, diffuſed thro' the Maſs of the Bread. Upon 
the Strength of theſe Concluſions, next Day at Din 
ner was the brown Loaf ſerved up in all the Forma- 
lity of a City Feaſt. * Come Brothers, {aid Peter, tall 
to, and ſpare not; here 15 excellent good Mutton ; 
dor hold, now my hand is in, III help you. At 
which word, in much Ceremony, with Fork and 
Kniffe, he carves out two good Slices of a Loaf, and 
preſents each on a Plate to his Brothers. The El- 
der of the two, not ſuddenly _— into Lord 
Peter's Conceit, began with very civil Language to 
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examine the Myſtery. © My Lerd, ſaid he, I 4h bt, 
< with great Submiſſion, there may be om: Miſtake. 
What, ſays Peter, you are pleaſant , Come the, let 
us hear this Jeſt, your Head is fo big w one 
© in the World, my Lord; but unleis Im very much 
© deceived, your Lordſhip was pleaſed a while ago, 
< tolet fall a Ward about Mutton, and I wo ld be 
' ©glad to ſee it with all my Heart. How, ſaid Peter, 
* appearing in great Surprize, I do not compreliend 
this at all Upon which, the younger inter po- 
© ſing, to ſet the Buſineſs right, My Lord, ſaid he, 
My Brother, I ſuppoſe is hungry, and longs for the 
© Mutton, your Lordſhip hath promiſed us to Dinner. 
Pray, ſaid Peter, take me along with you, either 
© you are both Mad, or diſpoſed to be merrier than I 
* approve of; It you there, do not like your Piece, 
I will carve you another, though I ſhould take that 


© to be the choice Bit of the whole Shoulder. What 


then, my Lord, replied the firft, it ſeems this is 2 
Shoulder of Mutton all this while. Pray, Sir, ſays 
Peter, eat your Vittels and leave off your Imperti- 
© nence, if yon pleaſe, for I am not diſpoſed to re- 
< th it at preſent. But the other could not forbear, 
being over provoked at the affected Seriouſneſs ot 
Peter s Countenance. © By G , My Lord, faid 
* he, I can only ſay, that to my Eyes, and Fingers, 
and Teeth, and Noſe, it ſeems to be nothing but a 
« Cruſt of Bread. Upon which, the ſecond put in 
* his word; I never ſaw a Piece of Mutton in my 
„Life, ſo nearly reſembling a Slice from a Twelve 
penny Loaf. Look ye, Gentlemen, cries Peter in a 
K e, to convince you, what a couple of blind 
* poſitive, ignorant, wilful Puppies you are, I will 
© uſe but this plain Argument; By G - it is true, 
good natural Mutton as any in Leaden-Hall Market; 
and G confound you both eternally, if you 
© offer to believe otherwiſe. Such a thundriag Proof 
as this, left no further Room for Objection : The 
two Unbelievers began to gather and pocket up their 
Miſtake as haſtily as they could. Why, truly, ſaid 
che firſt, upon more mature Conſideration 
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Ay, ſays the other, interrupting him, now I have 
thought better on the Thing, your Lordſhip ſeems 
to have a great deal of Reafon. Very well, ſaid 
© Peter. Here Boy, fill me a Beer-Glaſs of Claret, 
© Here's to you both with all my Heart. The two 
Brothers much delighted to fee him ſo readily ap- 
peaſed , returned their moſt humble Thanks, and 
laid they would be glad to pledge His Lordſhip. 
© That you ſhall, ſaid Peter, I am not a Perſon to 
(refuſe you any Thing that is reaſonable ; Wine mo- 
derately taken, is a Cordial; Here is a Glaſs apiece 
for you; Tis true natural Juice from the Grape; 
none of your Damn d Yintner's Brewings. Having 
ſpoke thus, he preſented to each of them another 
large dry Cruſt, bidding them drink it off, and not 
be baſhful, for it would do them not Hurt. The two 
Brothers, after having performed the uſual Office in 
uch delicate Conjunctures, of ſtaring a ſufficient Pe- 
riod at Lord Peter, and each other: and finding how 
Matters were like to go, reſolved not to enter on a 
rew Diſpute, but let him carry the Point as he pleaſed: 
for he was now got into one of his mad Fits, and to argue 
or expoſtulate further, would only ſerve to render him 
hundred times more untractable. 


I have choſen to relate this worthy Mattef-1n all its 
Circumſtances, becauſe it gave a principal Occaſion 
to that great and famous Rupture, which happened a- 
bout the fame time among theſe Brethren, and was 
never afterwards made up. But, of that, I ſhall treat 
it large in another Section. 


HOWEVER, it is certain, that Lord Peter even 
in his lucid Intervals, was very lewdly given in his 
common Converſation, extream wilful and poſitive, 
and would at any time rather argue to the Death, 
than allow himſelf to be once in an Error. Beſides, 
he had an abominable Faculty of telling huge palpable 
Lies upon all Occaſions; and ſwearing, not only t 
the Truth, but curſing the whole Company to Hell, 


if they pretended to make the leaſt Scruple of belie- 
E 4 ving 


0 h a 
7” A— * —— ———— 


— — 


extraordinary, would never turn Sower. Another 
time, he was telling of an old Sign-Poſt that belonged 
to his Father, with Nails and Timber enough om it, 
fo build fixteen large Men of War. Talking one day 
of Chineſe Waggons, which were made ſo light as to 
{ail over Mountains : © 2 nds, ſaid Peter, 
* where's the Wonder of that > By G, I faw 
ce a large Houſe of Lime and Stone travel over Sea 
« and Land (granting that it ſtopt ſometimes to bait) 
« above two thouſand German Leagues. And that 
which was the good of it, he would {wear deſperate- 
ly all the while, that he never told a Lye in his 
Lite; And at every Word; © By G , Gen- 
c tlemen, I tell yon nothing but the Truth; and the 
* broil them eternally that will not be. 
lieve me. 


IN ſhort, Peter grew ſo ſcandalous, that all the 
Neighbourhood began in plain Words te ſay, he was 
no better than a Knave. And his two Brothers, long 
weary of his ill Uſage, reſelved at laft to leave him; 
but firft, they humbly defired a Copy of their Father 
Will, which had now lain by negleCted, time out of 
Mind. Inſtead of granting this Requeſt, he called 
chem damned Sons of Whores, Rogues, Traytors, and 
the reſt of the vile Names he could muſter up. Howe- 
ver, while he was abroad ene Day upon his Projects 
the two Youngſters watcht their Opportunity, made 
Shift to come at the Will, and took a Copia vera, by 
which they preſently ſaw how groſly they had been 
abuſed : their Father having Jeſt them equal Heirs, 
and ſtrictly commanded, that whatever they got, 
Mould lye in common among them all. Purſuant to 
which, their next Enterpriſe was to break open the 
Cellar Door, and get a little good Drink to ſpirit and 
comfort their Hearts. In copying the Will, they had 
met another Precept againft Whoring, Divorce, and 
ſeparate Maintenance ; Upon which, their next Work 
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at was to diſcard heir Concubines, and ſend for their 
ould Wives. Whilf all this was in agitation, there enters 
nore 2 Sollicitor from Newgate, defiring Lord Perer would 
ther MW procure a Pardon for a Thief that was to be hanged 
need to morrow. But che two Brothers told him, he was 
t W Coxcomb to ſcek Pardons from a Fellow, who de- 
day MW ſerved to be hanged, much r than his Client: and 
a5to WM diſcovered all the Method of that Impoſture, in the 
the ſame Form I delivered it a while ago, adviſing 
faw MW the Sollicitor to put his Friend upon obtaining a Par- 
Sea don from the King. In the midſt of all this Clutter 
ait) i and Revolution, in comes Peter with a File of Dra- 
that W goons at his Heels, and gathering from all Hands 
ate- what was in the Wind, He and his Gang, after ſeveral 
his Millions of Scurrilities and Curſes, not very impor- 
en- WM tant here to repeat, by main Force, very fairly kicks ö 
the MW them both out of Doors, and would never let them | 
be. come under his Roof from that day to this. 
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_ A Degreſſion in the Modern Kind. 


2.4 


* whom the World is pleaſed te honou 

| with the Title of Modern Author 8, thoufl 
| never have been able to compaſs our great 
Defign of an everlaſting Remembrance, and never- 
dying Fame, if our Endeayours had not been ſo highly 
ſerviceable to the general Good of Mankind. This, 0 
Univerſe, is the Adventurous Attempt of me thy Se- 
cretary; 


— —— evi per ferre laborem 
Suadet, & inducit notes vigilare ſerenas. 


TO this Ead, I have ſome Time ſince, with a 
World of Pains and Art, diſſected the Carcaſs of 
Humane Nature, and read many uſeful Lectures upon 

the ſeveral Parts, both Containing and Contained : till 
at laſt it ſmelt fo ſtrong, I 8 it no longer. 
Upon which, I have been at a great Expence to fit 
up all the Bones with exact Contexture, and in due 
Symmetry; ſo that T am ready to ſhew a very com- 
pleat Anatomy thereof to all curious Gentlemen and 
others. But not to Digreſs farther in the midſt of a 
Digreſſion, as I have known ſome Authors incloſe 
Digreſlions in one a Ocher, like a Neſt of Boxes: I 
do affirm, that having carefully cut up Humane 
Nature, I have found a very ſtrange, new, and im- 
prong Diſcovery ; That the publick Good of Man- 
ind is performed by two Ways, Infrufion and Diverſion, 
And I have farther proved in my ſaid ſeveral Read- 
ings, (which, perhaps the World may one day lee, it 
I can prevail on any Friend to ſteal a Copy, or on 
certain Gentlemen of my Admirers, to be very impor- 


tunate) that as Mankind is now diſpeſed, he 1 
muc 
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much greater Advantage by being Diverted than In- 
ſtructed: His Epidemical Diſeaſes being Faſtidiofity, 
— and Oſcitation ; whereas in the preſent 
univerſal Empire of Wit and Learning, there ſeems 
but little Matter left for Inſtruction: However, in 
Compliance with a Leſſon of Great Age and Autho- 
rity, I have attempted carrying the Point in all its 
Heights; and accordingly throughout this Divine 


Treatiſe, have skilfully kneaded up both together 
with a Layer of tile and a Layer of Dulce. 


— 


WHEN I conſider how exceedingly our Illuſtri- 
ous Moderns have eclipſed the weak glimmering 
Lights of the Antients, and turned them out of the 
Road of all faſhionable Commerce, to a Degree, that 
our choiz> Town-Wits of moſt refined Accompliſh- 
ments, are in a grave Diſpute, whether there have 
been ever any Antients or no: In which Point we 
are like to receive wonderful Satisfaction from the 
moſt uſeful Labours and Lucubrations of that Wor- 
a Wthy Modern Dr. B tu). I fay, when I conſi- 
f Mer all this, I cannot but bewail, that no famous Mo- 
Lern hath ever yet attempted an univerſal Syſtem in 
1 WM: ſmall portable Volume, of all Things that are to be 
. Known, or Believed, or Imagined, or Practiſed in 
t liſe. I am, however, forced to acknowledge, that 
e ich an Enterpriſe was thought on ſome Time ago 
- My a great Philoſopher of O. Bra ile. The Method 
[ 

a 
[ 
e 


is propoted, was by a certain curious Receipt, a 
Noftrum, which after his untimely Death, I found 
mong his Papers : and do here out of my great 
Affection to the Modern Learned, preſent them with 
t, not doubting, it may one day encourage ſome 
worthy Undertaker. 


© You take fair correct Copies, well bound in 
- ' Calf's Skin, and Lettered at the Back ot all Modern 
{ Bodies of Arts and Sciences whatſoever, and in 
1 what Language you pleaſe. Theſe you diſtill in 
- blanco Marie, infuſing Quinteſſence of Poppy Q., S. to- 
5 gether with three Pints of Letbe, to be had * 
1 | e 
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© the Apothecaries. You cleanſe away carefully the 
© Sordes and Caput mortuum, letting all that is volatile 
© evaporate, You preſerve only the firſt Running, 
© which is again to be diſtilled ſeventeen times, till 
© what remains will amount to about two Drams. 
© This you keep in a Glaſs Viol Hermetically ſealed 
© for one and twenty days. Then you begin your 
< Catholick Treatiſe, taking every Morning faſting, 
© (firſt ſhaking the Viol) three Drops of this Elixir, 
« ſnufling it ſtrongly up your Noſe. It will dilate 
it ſelf about the Brain (where there is any) in four- 
teen Minutes, and you immediately perceive in your 
© Head an infinite Number of Abſftraits, Summaries, 
© Compendiums, Extrafts, Collections, Medulla's, Excerpta 
© quadam's, Florilega's, and the like, all diſpoſed into 
great order, and reducible upon Paper. 


I muſt needs own, it was by the Aſtſtance of this 
Arcanum, that I, tho' otherwiſe impar, have adventu- 
red upon ſo daring an Attempt ; never atcheived or 
undertaken before, but by a certain Author called 
Homer, 1n whem, tho' otherwiſe a Perſon not without 
ſome Abilities, for an Ancient, of a tolerable Genius ; 
I have diſcovered many groſs Errors, which are not 
to be forgiven his very Aſhes, if by chance any of 

them are left. For whereas, we 

* Homerus omnes are aſſured, he deſigned his Work 
res bumanas Poema- for a * compleat Body of all 
tis complexus eſt. Knowledge, Human, Divine, Po- 
Xenoph. in Con- litical and Mechanick ; it 15 mani- 
viv. feſt, he hath wholly neglected 

ſome, and been very imperfect in 
the reſt, For, firſt of all, as eminent a Cabbaliſt 
as his Diſciples weuld repreſent Him, his Account ot 
the Opus magnum 1s extreamly poor and deficient ; he 
ſeems to have read but very ſuperficially, either Send1- 
gus, Behmen, or Anthropoſophia Theeomagica. He is allo 
quite miſtaken about the Sphere Pyroplaflica, a neglect 
not to be atoned for; and (if the Reader will admit 
ſo ſevere a Cenſure) Yix crederem Autorem hunc, unquan 
audiviſſe ignis vocem. His Failings are not leſs promi- 
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nent in ſeveral Parts ot the Mechanicks. For, havin 

read his Writings with the utmoſt Application uſua 
among Modern Wits, I could never yet diſcover the 
leaft Direction about the Structure of that uſetul In- 
ſtrument a Save all. For want of which, if the Mo- 
derns had not lent their Aſſiſtance, we might yet have 
wandred in the Dark. But J have ſtill behind, a Fault 
tar more notorious to tax this Author with; I mean, 
his groſs Ignorance in the Common Laws of this 
Realm, and in the Doctrine as well as Diſcipline ot 
the Church of England. A Defect indeed, for which 
both he and all the Antients ſtand moſt juſtly cen- 
ſured by my worthy and ingenious Friend Mr.#--tt--on, 
Batchellor of Divinity, in his incomparable Treatiſe 
of Ancient and Modern Learning: A Book never to be 
ſu fficiently valued, whether we conſider the happy 
Turns and Flowings of the Authors Wit, the great 
Uſetulneſs of his ſublime Diſcoveries upon the Subject 
of Flies and Spitzle, or the laborious Eloquence of his 
Stile. And I cannot forbear doing that Author the 
juſtice of my publick Acknowledgments ; for the great 
Helps and Liftings I had out of his incomparable 
Piece, while I was penning this Treatiſe. 


BUT, beſides theſe Omifſions in Homer already 
mentioned, the curious Reader will alſo obſerve ſe- 
veral Defects in that Author's Writings, for which he 
is not altogether ſo accountable. For whereas every 
Branch of Knowledge has received ſuch wondertul 
Acquirements ſince his Age, eſpecially within thele 
laſt three years, or thereabouts ; it is almoſt impoſ- 
fible, he could be ſo very perfect in Modern Diſco- 
veries, as his Advocates pretend. We freely acknow- 
ledge Him to be the Inventor of the Compaſs, of 
22 and the Circulation of the Blood: But, 
I challenge any of his Admirers to ſhew me in all 
his Writings, a compleat Account of the Spleen ; Does 
he not alſo leave us wholly to ſeek in the Art of Po- 
litical Wagering > What can be more defeCtive and 
unſatisfactory than his long Diſſertation upon Tra? 
and as to his Method of Salivatiou without a 
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ſo much celebrated of late, it 15 to my own Know- 
ledge and Experience, a Thing very little to be re- 
hed on. 

IT was to ſupply {ich momentous Detects, that I 
haye been prevailed on after long Solicitation, to 
take Pen in Hand; and I dare venture to Promiſe, 
the ſudicious Reader ſhall find nothing neglected here, 
that can be of Uie upon any Emergency of Lite. 
J am confident to have included and exhauſted all 
that Human Imagir.ation can Riſe or Fall to. Par- 
ticularly, I recommend to the eruſal of the Learned, 
certain Diſcoveries that are wholly untoucht by 
others; whereof I {hall only mention among a great 
many more; © My New help of Smatterers, or the Art 
of being Deep learned, and Shallow read. A curious 
Invention about Mouſe-Traps. An Univerſal Rule 
of Reaſon, or Every Man his own Carver; To- 


<«« ether with a moſt uſetul Engine for catching of Omi. 


All which the judicious Reader will find largely treat- 
ed on, in the ſeveral Parts of this Diſcourſe. 


I bold my ſelf obliged to give as much Light as 
1s poſſible, into the Beauties and Excelleacies of what 
I am wrating, becauſe it is become the Faſhion and 
and Humor moſt applauded among the firſt Authors 
of this Polite and Learned Age, when they would 
correct the ill Nature of Critical, or inform the Is- 
norance of Courteous Reade1s. Beſides, there have 
been ſeveral famous Pieces lately publiſhed both in 
Verſe and Proſe; wherein, if the Writers had not been 
pleas d, out of their great Humanity and Affection to 
the Publick, to give us a nice Detail of the Sublime, 
and the Admirable they contain: it is a theuſand to 
one, whether we ſhould ever have diſcovered one 
Grain of either. For my own particular, I cannot 
deny, that whatever I have ſaid upon this occaſion, 
had been more proper in a Pretace, and more agreeable 


to the Mode, wbich uſually directs it there. But I 


here think fit to lay hold on that great and honora- 
ble Privilege of being the La Writer; I claim an ab- 
folute Authority in Right, as the freſheſt Modern, which 

gives 
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gives me a Deſpotick Power over all Authors before 
me. In the Strength of which Title, I do utterly 
diſapprove and declare againſt that pernicious Cuſtom, 
of making the Preface a Bill of Fare to the Book. 
For I have always lookt upon it as a high Point of 
Indiſcretion in Monſter-mongers, and other Retailers of 
frange Sights ; to hang out a fair large Picture over 
the Door, drawn after the Life, with a moſt eloquent 
deſcription underneath : This hath ſaved me many 2 
Three-pence, tor my Curioſity was well fatisfied, and 
I never offered to go in, tho often invited by the ur- 
ging and attending Orator, with his laſt moving and 
tand ing Piece of Rhetorick; Sir, Upon my Word, we 
are juſt going 10 begin. Such is exactly the Fate, at this 
Time, of Prefaces, Epiftles, Advertiſements, Introductions, 
Prolegomena s, Apparatus s, To-the-Readers's. This Ex- 
pedient was admirable at firſt; Our great Dryden has 
long carried it as far as it would go, and with in- 
credible Succeſs. He has often ſaid to me in Con- 
idence, that the world would have never ſaſpected him 
to be ſo great a Poet, if he had not aſſur d them ſo 
frequently in his Prefaces, that it was impoſſible they 
could either doubt or forget it. Perheps it may be 
ſo z Howeyer, I much fear, his Inſtructions have edi- 
tyd out of their Place, and taught men to grow wiſer 
in certain Points, where he never intended they ſhould: 
For it is lamentable to behold, with what a lazy Scorn 
many of the yawning Readers 1n our Age, do now 
a. days twirl over forty or fifty Pages of Preface and 
Dedication, (which is the uſual Modern 33 2s if it 
were ſo much Latin, Tho it muſt be alſo allowed on 
the other Hand, that a very confiderable Number 1s 
known to proceed Criticks and Vits, by reading nothing 
elſe. Into which two Factions, I think, all preſent 
Readers may juftly be divided. Now, for my ſelf, I 
proteſs to be of the former Sort, and therefore having 
the Modern Inclination to expatiate upon the Beauty 
of my own Productions, and diſplay the bright Parts 
of my Diſcourſe ; I thought beft to do it in the Body 
of the Work, where, as it now lies, it makes 2 very 
confiderable Addition to the Bulk of the 3 4 
ir- 
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Circumſtance by no means to be neglected by a skil- 
ful Writer. 


HAVING thus paid my due Deſerence and Ac- 
knowledgment to an eſtabliſh*'d Cuſtom of our neweſt 
Authors, by à long Digreſsion unſought for, and an univer- 
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ſal Cenſure unprovoked; By forcing into the Light, with ] 
much Pains and Dexterity, my own Excellencies and f 
other Mens Defaults, with great agus x to my ſelf M 1 
and Candor to them; I now happily reſume my Sub- 7. 
ject, to the Infinite Satisfaction both of the Reader 
and the Author. ( 
tl 
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E leſt Lord Peter in open Rupture with hs MW De 
two Brethren : both for ever d iſcarded fron MW wi 
his Houle, and religned to the wide World rip 

with little or nothing to truſt to. Which are Cir- the 
cumſtances that render them proper Subjects for the me 
Charity of a Writer's Pen to work on; Scenes oi pat 
Miſery, ever affording the faireſt Harveſt for great Ad- 

ventures. And in this, the World may perceive th: | 
Difference between the Integrity of a generous Author, eve 


and that of a common Friend. The latter is obſervei W. 
to adhere cloſe in Proſperity, but on the Decline oi cor, 
Fortune, to drop ſuddenly off. Whereas, the generou the, 
Author, juſt on the contrary, finds his Hero on the def 
Dunghil, from thence by gradual Steps, raiſes Him to the 
a Throne, and then immediately withdraws, expecting in v 
not ſo much as Thanks tor his Pains: In imitation] ny 


of which Example, I have placed Lord Peter in a Nobl: 
Houſe, given Wim a Title to wear, and Money t0 
{pend. There I ſhall leave Him for ſome Time; te. 


turning where common Charity directs me, to he Al 
ſiſtanc⸗ 


ever happens, or where- ever it may 
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fiſtance of his two Brothers, at their loweſt Ebb. How- 
ever, I ſhall by no means forget my Character of an 


Hiſtorian, to follow the Truth ef by ſtep, what- 
a me. 


THE two Exiles ſo nearly united in Fortune and 
Intereft, took a Lodging together; Where, at their 
firſt Leiſure, they began to reflect on the numberleſs 
Misfortunes and. Verations of their Life paſt, and 
could not tell, of the ſudden, to what Failure in their 
Conduct they ought to impute them; when after 
ſome Recollection, they called to mind the Copy of 
their Father's Will, which they had ſo happily reco- 
vered. This was immediately produced, and a firm 
Reſolutien taken between them, to alter whatever 
was already amiſs, and reduce all their future Mea- 
ſures to the ſtricteſt Obedience preſcribed therein. The 
main Body of the Will (as the Reader, cannot eafily 
have forgot) conſiſted in certain admirable Rules about 
the wearing of their Coats; in the Peruſal whereof, 
the two Brothers at every Period duly comparing the 
Doctrine with the Practice, there was never ſeen 2 
wider Difference between two Things; horrible down- 
right Tranſgreſſions of every Point. Upon which, 
they both reſolved without farther Delay, to fall im- 
mediately upon reducing the whole, exactly after their 
Father's Model. 


BUT, here it is good to ſtop the haſty Reader, 
ever impatient to ſee the end of an Ad venture, before 
We Writers can duly prepare him for it. I am tore- 
cord, that theſe two Brothers began to be diſtingui- 
thed at-this Time, by certain Names. One of them 
deſired to be called MARTIN, and the other took 
the Appellation of F ACK. Theſe two had lived 
in muck Friendſhip and Agreement under the Tyran- 
ny of their Brother Peter, as it is the Talent of Fel- 
low-Sufferers to do; Men in Misfortunes being like 
Men in the Dark, to whom all Colours are the ſame: 
But when they came forward inte the World, and 
began to diſplay themſelves to each other, and * — 
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Light, their Complex ions appear d extremely different; 
which the preſent Poſture of their Affairs gave them 
ſudden Opportunity to diſcover. 


BUT, here the ſevere Reader may juſtly tax me 
as a Writer of ſhort Memory, a Deficiency to which 
a true Modern cannot but of Neceſlity be a little ſub- 
ject. Becauſe, Memory being an Employment of the 
Mind upon things paſt, is a Faculty, for which the 
Learned, in our Illuſtrious Age, have no manner of 
Occafion, who deal entirely with Invention, and 
ſtrike all Things out of themſelves, or at leaſt, by 
Collifion, from each other: Upon which Account we 
think 1t highly Reaſonable to produce our great For- 
getfulneſs, as an Argument unanſwerable for our 
great Wit. I ought in Method, to have informed 
the Reader about fifty Pages ago, of a Fancy Lord 
Peter took, and infuſed into his Brothers, to wer 
on their Coats whatever Trimmings came up in Fa- 
ſhion; never pulling off any, as they went out of 
the Mode, but keeping on all together; which amoun- 
ted in time to a Medley, the moſt Antick you can 
poſlibly conceive; and this to a Degree, that upon 
the time of their falling out, there was hardly a 
Thread of the Original Coat to be ſeen, but an inf- 
nite Quantity of Lace, and Ribbands, and Fringe, 
and Embroidery, and Points; (I mean, only choſe 
tage d with Silver, for the reſt fell od). Now, thus 
material Cifcumſtance, having been forgot in due 
Place; as good Fortue hath ordered, comes in very 
properly here, when the two Brothers are juſt going 
to reform their Veſtures into the Primitive State, 
preſcribed by their Father's Will. 


THEY both unanimouſly entred upon this great 
Work, looking iometimes on their Coats, and ſome- 
times on the Will, Martin laid the firſt Hand, at one 
twitch brought off a large Handful of Points, and 
with a ſecond pull, ſtript away ten dozen Yards of 
Fringe. But when he had gone thus far, he demur- 
red a while : He knew very well, there yet 2 
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ed a great deal more to be done; however, the firſt 


Heat being over, his Violence began to cool, and he 
reſolved to proceed more moderately in the reſt of the 
Work ; having already very narrowly ſcap'd a ſwin- 
ging Rent in pulling off the Points, which being 
tagged with Silver (as we haye obſerved betore) the 
judicious Workman had with much Sagacity, double- 
ſown, to preſerve them from falling. Reſolving 
therefore to rid his Coat of a huge quantity of Gold 
Lace; he pickt up the Stitches with much Caution, 
and diligeatly gleaned out all the looſe Threads as 
he went, which proved to be a Work of Time. Then 
he fell about the embroidered Indian Figures of Men, 
Women and Children; againſt which, as you have 
heard in its due place, their Father's Teſtament was 
extremely exact and jevere: Theſe, with much Dex- 
terity and Application, were after a while, quite e- 
radicated, or utterly detaced. For the reſt, where he 
oblerved the embroidery to be workt fo cloſe, as not 
to he got away without damaging the Cloth, Ir 
where it ſerved to hide or ſtrengthen any Flaw in 
the Body of the Coat, contracted by the perpetual 
tampering of Workmen upon it; he concluded, the 
wileſt Courſe was to let it remain, reſolving in no 
Caſe whatſoever, that the Subſtance of the Stuff ſhould 
ſuffer Injury; with he thought the beſt Method for 
ſerving the true Intent and Meaning of his Father's 
Will. And this 1s the neareſt Account I have been 
abl#to collect, of Afairtin s Proceedings upon this great 
Revolution. | 


BUT his Brother Fack, whoſe Adventures will be 
lo extraordinary, as to furniſh a great Part in the 
Femainder or this Diſcourſe; entred upon the Mat- 
ter with other Thoughts, and a quite difcrent Spirit. 
For, the Memory ot Lord Peters Injuries, produced 
a Degree of Hatred and Spight, Which had a much 
greater Share of Inciting Him, that any Regards alter 
his Father's Commands, fince thele appeared at beit, 
only Secondary ana Subſervient to the other. How- 
ever, for this Meddly of Humor, he made a alle z 
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1 T 
find a very plauſible Name, honouring it with the 
Title of Zeal; which is, perhaps the moſt figmificant 
Word that hath been eyer yet produced in any 
Language : As, I think, I have fully proved in my 
Analytical Diſcourſe upon that Subject; wherein I 
have deduced a HiFori-theo-phyſi-logical Account of 
Zeal, ſhęwing how it firſt proceeded from a Notion 
into a Word, and from thence in a hot Summer, 
riped into a Tangible Subſtance. This Work con- 
taining three large Volumes in Folio, I defign very 
ſhortly to publiſh by the Modern way of Subſcripti- 
on, not doubting but the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Land will give me all poſſible Encouragement, having 
already had ſuch a Taſte of what I am able to per- 
jorm, | 


* 
I I record therefore, that Brother Fach, brim- full of 
this miraculous Compound, reflecting with Indigna- 
tion upon PETE Rs Tyranny, and farther proyo- 
ked by the Deſpondency of Martin; prefaced his Re- 
ſolutions to this purpoſe. * What, 1a1d he, a Rogue 
* that Jock'd up his Drink, turned away our Wives, 
© cheated us of our Fortunes; paumed his damned 
© Craſts upon us for Mutton ; and at laſt kickt us 
© out of Doors; muſt we be in his Faſhions with a 
© Pox ? A Raſcal, beſides, thatfall the Street cries 
© out againſt. Having thus kindled and enflamed 
himſelf as high as poſlible, and by Conſequet ce, in 
delicate Temper for beginning a Reformation®, he 
ſet about the Work immediately, and in three Mi- 
nutes, made more Diſpatch than Martin had done 1n 
as many. Hours. For, ( Courteous Reader) you are 
given to underſtand, that Zeal is never ſo highly ob- 
iged, as when you ſet it a Tearing : and Fack, 
who doated on that Quality in himſelf, allowed it 
at this Time its jull Swinge. Thus it happened, that 
{tripping down a Parcel of Gold Lace, a little too 
haſtily, he rent the main Body of his Coat from Top 
to Bottom; and whereas his Talent was not of the 
happieſt in taking up a Stitch, he knew no better 


way, than to dern 1t again with Packthread and 
a 
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a Scewer. But the Matter was yet infinitely worſe 
(I record 1t with Tears) when he proceeded to the 
Embroidery: For, being Clumſy by Nature, and of 
Temper, impatient; withal beholding the Millions 
of Stiches, that required the niceſt Hand, and ſedateſt 
Conſtitution to extricate; in a great Rage, he tore 
off the whole Piece, Cloth and all, and flung it into 
the Kennel, and furiouſly continuing his} Career; 
Ab, Good Brother Martin, ſaid he, do & I do, for the Love 
ef God ; Strip, Tear, Pull, Rent, Flay off all, that we 
may appear 45 unlike that Rogue Peter, a9 it is poſpble : I 
would nos for 4 hundred Pounds carry the leaft Mark about 
me; that might give Occafion to the Neighbours, of ſuſpeit- 
ing I was related to ſuch a Raſcal. But Martin, who at 
this time happened to be extremely flegmatick and 
ledate, begged his Brother of ll Love, nov to damage his 
Coat by any means; for he never would get ſuch another: 
Deſired him 10 confoder, that it was not their Buff nes 
1% form their Actions by any Reflection upon Peter's, 
bus by obſerving the Rules preſcribed in their Father's 
Will. That he /how.l remember, Peter was ſtill their 
Brother, whatever Faults or Injuries be had committed; 
and therefore they ſhoull by all Meyns avoid ſuch 4 
Thought”, as that of taking Meaſures for Good and Evil, 
from no] other Rule than of Oppoſition to him. That it was 
rue, the Teſbament of their good Father was very ec 
in what related to the wearing their Coats; yet was it 
10 leſs penal and ſtrict in preſcribing Agreement, and 
Friendſhip, and Affection between them. And wherefore, 
if ſtraining a Point were at all diſpenſable, it would cer- 
1inly be ſo, rather io the Alx of Unity, than Increaſe 
of Centradiction. . 


Martin had ſtill proceeded as gravely as he began, and 
doubtleſs, would have delivered an admirable Lecture 
ot Morality, which might have exceedingly contribu- 
ted to my Reader's Repoſe, both of Bcdy and Mind: 
(the true ultimate End of Ethicks;) But Fack was 
already gone a Flight-ſhot beyond his patience. And as 
in Scholaſtick Diſputes, nothing ſerves to rouze the 
Spleen of him that Oppoſes, ſo much as a kind of 
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Pedantiek affected Calmneſs in the Reſpondent : Diſ- 
putants being for the moſt part like unequal Scales, 
where the Graivity of one fide advances the Light- 
neſs ot the other, and cauſes it to fly up and kick the 
Beam : So1t happened here, that the Weight of Mar- 
tin's Arguments exalted Fack's Levity, and made him 
fly out and ſpurn againſt his Brother's Moderation. 
In ſhort, Martin's Patience put Fack in a Rage; but 
that which moſt afflicted him was, to oblerve his 
Brother's Coat fo well reduced into the State of In- 
nocence; while his own was either wholly rent to 
his Shirt, or thoſe. Places which had ſcaped his cru- 
el Clutches, were ſtill in Peter's Livery. So that he 
looked like a drunken Beau, halt rifed by Bullies; or 
like a freſh Tenant of Newgate, when he has refuſed 
the Payment of Garniſh; or like a diſcovered Sho 
lifter, lett to the mercy of Exchange- women; or like 
a Baud in her old Velvet Petcicont, refignedntoſthe ſe- 
Cular Hands of the Mobile. Like any, or like all of 
thele, a Medley of Rags, and Lace, and R:nts, and 
Fringes, unfortunate Fack did now appear: He would 
have been extreamly glad to ſee his Caot in the Con- 
dition of Aſartin s, but infinitely gladder to find that 
©: AAſartin's in the ſame Predicament with his. How- 
ever, tnce neither of theje was likely to come to pals, 
hz thought fit to lend the whole Buſineſs another 
Turn, and to dreſs up Neceſſity into a Virtue, There- 
lore after as many of the Foxs Arguments, as he 
could muſter up, tor bringing Afartinto Reaſon, as he 
called it; or as he meant it, into his own ragged, 
hobtail d Condition, and vblerving he ſaid all to lit- 
"tle purpoſe; what, alagi was left for the forlom 
Fack to do, but after a Million ot Scurrilitits againſt 
his Brother, to run mad with Spleen, and Spight, and 
Contradiction. To be ſhort, here began a mortal 
EreaCch between theſe two. Fack went immediately 
to New Lodgings, and in a few days it was for certain 
reported, that he had run out of his Wits. In a ſhort 
time after, he appeared abroad, and confirmed the 
Report, by falling into the oddeſt Whimfies that ever 
a ſick Brain conceived. 
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, AND now the little Boys in the Streets began to 
X ſalute him with ſeyeral Names. Sometimes they would 
e call him, Fack the Bald, ſometimes Fack with s Lanthorn, 
6 ſometimes Dutch Fach, ſometimes French Hugh, ſome- 
n times Tom the Beggar, and ſometimes Knocking Fack of 
1. the North. And it was under one, or ſome, 
tor all of theſe Appellations (which I leave the Lear- 


15 ned Reader to determine) that he hath given Riſe to 
1 the moſt Illuſtrious and Epidemick Sect of Aoliſts, 
o who with honourable Commemoration, do ſtill ac- 
u- knowledge the Renowned F ACK for their Author 
he and Founder. Of whoſe Originals, as well as Prin- 
or ciples, I am now advancing to gratify the World with 
ed a very particular Account. 


r———Mellz0 contingens cuncta Lepore. 


8 QT. VII. 
A Digreſſion in Praiſe of Digreſſions. 


ſhell; but it hath been my Fortune to have 

much oftner ſeen a Nut-ſhell in an Iliad 

There 1s no doubt, that Human Life has receiv d 
moſt wonderful Advantages from both; but to 
which of the two the World is chiefly indebted, F 
thall leave among the Curious, as a Problem worthy 
of their utmoſt Enquiry. For the Invention of the 
latter, I think the Commonwealth of Learning 15 
ely WW chiefly obliged to the great Medern Improvement of 
aun Digreſſions: The late Refinements in Knowledge, run- 
ort ning parallel to thoſe of Dyet in our Nation, which 
the among Men of a judicious Taſte, are dre ſt up in va- 
ver rious Compounds, conſiſting in Soups and Ollies, Fi- 

caſſezs and Ragou$s, 
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[1 HAVE {ſometimes heard of an Iliad in a Nut- 
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T IS true, there is a ſort of morele, detraQin 
ill-bred People, who pretend utterly to diſreliſh theſe 
polite Innovations: And as to the Similitude from 
- Pyet, they allow the Parallel, but are ſo bold to pro- 
aoungce the Example it ſelf, a Corruption and Dege- 
neracy of Tafte. They tell us, that the Faſhion of 
jumbling fifty things together in a Diſh, was at firſt 
introduced in Compliance to a depraved and debau- 
ched Appetite, as well as to a crazy Conſtitution: 
And to ſee a Man hunting my Ollio, after the 
Head and Brains of a Gooſe, a Wigeon, or a Wood- 
cock, is à Sign he wants a Stomach and Digeſtion 
for more ſubſtantial Victuals. Farther, they affirm, 
that Digreſſions in @ Book, are like Forein Troops 
in a State, which argue the Nation to want a Heart 
and hands of its own, and often, either ſubdue the 
Natives, or drive them into the moſt unfruitful 


Corners. 


BUT, atter all that can be objected by theſe ſuper- 
cilious Cenſors: tis manifeſt, the Society of Wri- 
ters would quickly be reduced to.a very inconſidera- 
ble Number, if Men were put upon making Books, 
with the fatal Continement of delivering nothing be- 
yond what is to the purpole. Tis acknowledged, 
that were the Caſe the ſame among us, as with the Greek; 
and Romans, when Learning was 1n 1ts Cradle, to be 
reared and ted, and cloathed by Invention ; it would 
be an ealy Task to fill up Volumes upon particular 
Occaſions, without farther exſpatiating from the Sub- 
ject, than by moderate Excurſions, he. ping to advance 
or clear the main Deſign. But with Knowledge, it 
has fared as with a numerous Army, encamped in a 
truitful Country; which for a fe Days maintains it 
ſelf by the Product of the Soyl it is on; Till Proyi- 
fions being ſpent, they ſend to forrage many a Mile, 
among Friends or Enemies, it matters not. Mean while 
the neighbouring Fields trampled and beaten down, be- 
come barren and dry, affording no Suſtenance but 


Clouds of Duſt. 
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THE whole Concourſe of things being thus en- 
tirely changed between Us and the Ancients: and 
the Moderns wiſely ſenſible of it, we of this Age 
have diſcovered a ſhorter. and more prudent Method, 
to become Scholars and Wits without the Fatigue of 
Reading, or of thinking. The moſt accompliſht Way 
of uſing Books at preſent, is two-fold : Either firſt, 
to ſerve them as ſome Men do Lords, learn their 
Titles exactly, and then brag of their Acquaintance. 
or Secondly, which is indeed the choicer, the pro- 
founder, and politer Method, to get a thorough In- 
hight into the Index, by which the whole Book is 
governed and turned, like Fiſhes by the Tail. For, 
to enter the Palace df Learning at the great Gate, re- 
quires an Expence of Time and Forms, therefore 
Men of much Haſte and little Ceremony, are content 
to get in by the Back-Door. For, the Arts are all in 
i flying March, and therefore more eafi)y ſubdued by 
t tacking them in the Rear. Thus Phyficians diſco- 
ver the State of the whole Body by conſulting only 
what comes from Behind. Thus Men catch Know- 
ldge by throwing their Wit on the Poſteriors of a 
Book, as Boys do Sparrows with flinging Sait upon 
their Tails. Thus Human Life is beſt underſtood 
by the wiſe Man's Rule of Regarding the End. Thus 
xe the Sciences found like Hercules's Oxen, by tracin 
them Backwards. Thus are old Setences unravel] 
like old Stockings, by beginning at the Foot. 


BESIDES all this, the Army of the Sciences hath 
deen of late with a world of Martial Diſcipline, drawn 
into its cloſe Order, fo that a View, or a Muſter may 
de taken of it with abundance of Expedition. For 
this great Bleſſing we are wholly indebted to Syſtems 
ind Abſt racts, in which the Modern Fathers of Learn- 
ng, like prudent Uſurers, ſpent their Sweat for the 
tale of Us their Children. For Labor 1s the Seed of 
idleneſs, and it is the peculiar Happineſs of our No- 
ble Age to gather the Fruit. 

NOW the Method of growing Wiſe, Learned and 
sublime, having become ſo regular an Affair, and ſo 

| eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed in all its Forms: the Numbefs of Writers 
muſt needs have encreaſed accordingly, and to a Pitch 
that has made it of abſolute Neceſſity for them to in- 
terfere continually with each other. Beſides. it 15 
reckoned, that there is not at this preſent, a ſufficient 
Quantity of new Matter left in Nature, to furniſh and 
adorn any one particular Subject to the Extent ef a 
Volume. This I am told by a very skilful Computer, 
who#hath given full Demonſtration of it from Rules 
of Arithmetick. 


THIS, perhaps, may be objected againſt, by thoſe 
who maintain the Iafinity of Matter, and theretore 
will not allow that any Species of it can be exhauſted, 
For Anſwer to which, let us examine the nobleſt 
Branch of Modern Wit or Invention, planted and 
cultivated by the preſent Age,and, which of all others, 
hath born the moſt, and the faireſt Fruit. For tho 
{ome Remains of it were left us by the Antients, yet 
have not any of thoſe, as I remember, been cranſlated 
or complied into Syſtems for Modern Uſe. There- 
tore We may affirm, to our own Honor, that it has 
in ſome ſort, been both invented, and brought to 
Perfection by the ſame Hands. What I mean, is that 
highly celebrated Talent among the Modern Wits, of 
deducing Similitudes, Alluſions, and Applications, very 
Surprizing, Agreeable, and Appoſite, from the Genit4' 
of either Sex, together with their proper Uſes. And 
truly, having obſerved how little Invention bears 
any Yogue, beſides what 1s derived into theſe Chan- 
nels, I haye ſometimes hid a Thought, That the 
happy Genius of our Age and Countrey, was pro- 
phetically held forth by that anti 
ent * typical Deſcription of the India 
Pygmies; whole Stature did not e“. 
ceed above two Foot; Sed quorum fu 


Cteſiæ fragms. 
apud Phavium. 


denda craſta, & ad tales uſque pertingentia. Now, I have 
been very curious to inſpect the late Productions, 


wherein the Beauties of this kind have moſt promi- 


nently appeared. And altho' this Vein hath bled 10 


treely, and all Endeayors have been uſed in the Powe 
: | 0 
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rs of Human Breath, to dilate,” extend, 
h and keep it open: Like the Scythians, * Herodot. L.4. 
n- © who had a Cuſtom, and an Inſtru- 
is ment to blow up the Privities of their Mares, that 
nt they might yield the more Milk; Yet I am under 
nd n Apprehenſion, it is near growing dry, and paſt 
2 Wall Recovery; And that either jome new Fonde of Wit 
er, Wl hould, if poſſible, be provided, or elſe that we muſt 
les een be content with Repetition here, as well as up- 

on all other Occaſions. 
* « 

d'e THIS will ſtand as an unconteſtable Argument, 
ore I nat our Modern Wits are not to reckon upon the 
ed. Wl Infinity of Matter, for a conſtant Supply. What re- 
leſt MW mains therefore, but that our laſt Recourſe muſt be 
and WW dd to large Indexes, and little Compendiums ;, Quotati- 
ers, N mult be plentifully gathered, and book't in Al- 
ho pbabet; To this End, tho Authors need be little con- 
yet ulted, yet Giticks, and Commentators, and Lexicons care- 
ated Miully muſt. But above all, thoſe judicious Collectors of 
ere- MVight Parts, and Flowers, and Obſervanda's, are to be nice- 
has Wy dwelt on; by ſome called the Steves and Boulters of 
to a learning; tho it is left undetermined, whether they 
that MWiealt in Pearls or Meal; and conſequently, whether we are 


;, of ore to value that which paſſed thro, or what ſtaid 
very behind. 


| * 

and BY theſe Methods, in a few Weeks, there ſtarts up 
cars any a Writer, capable of managing the profoun- 
1an- Welt, and moſt univerſal Subjects, For, what tho his 
the Head be empty, tay his Common-place-bcok be full; 
pro-M4nd if you will bate him but the Circumſtances of 
nti-M/#*thod, and Style, and Grammar, and Invention: allow 
in m but the common Priviledges of tranſcribing from 
- ex-Wetners, and digreſſing from himſelf, as often as he 
n full tee Occafion : He will defire no more Ingredients 
have'owards fitting up a Treatiſe, that ſhall make a very 
ions, ſWcomely Figure on a Bookſeller's Shelf, there to be pre- 
-F'crved neat and clean, for a long Eternity, adorn'd 
with the Heraldry of its Title, fairly inſcribed on 2 
bel, never to be thumb'd or greas'd by 8 or 
oun 
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bound to everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs in a Library: 


But when the Fulneſs of time 15 come, ſhall happily 
undergo the Tryal of Purgatory, in order to aſcend 
the Sky. | | 


WITHOUT thele Allowances, how is it poſſible, 
we Modern Wits ſhould ever have an Opportunity 
to introduce our CO lifted under ſo many 
thouſand Heads of a different Nature > for want of 
which, the Learned World would begdeprived of 
infinite Delight, as well as Inſtruction, and we our 
ſelves buried beyond Redreſs in an inglorious and un- 
diſtinguiſht Oblivion. ; | 

8 
FROM ſuch Elements as theſe, I am alive to be- 
hold the Day, wherein the Corporation of Authors 
can out-yie all its Brethren in the Field. A Happi- 
neſs derived to us with a great many offiers, from 
our Scythian Anceſtors ; among whom, the Number 
of Pens was ſo infinite, that the 

* Grecian Eloquence had no other 
way of exprelling it, than by ſay- 
ing, That in the Regions, far to the North, it was hard 
poſsible ſor 4 man to Travel, the very Air was ſo reflet: 
with Feathers. t 


Hero lot. L. 4. 


THE Neceſſity of this Digreſsion, will eaſily exciſ 
the Length; and I have choſen for 1t as proper a 
Place as I could readily find. Is the judicious Reader 
can aſſign a fitter, I do here empower him to remove 
it into any other Corner he pleaſes. And 1o I return 
with great Alacrity to puriue a more important Con- 
Cern. 


SECT. VIII 
4 TALE of « TAB. 


HE Learned Aoliſts, mamtain the Original 
Cauſe of all Things to be Wind, from which 
Principle this whole Univerſe was at firſt 
produced, and into which it muſt at laſt be reſolved, 
that the ſame Breath which had kindled, and blew 


up the Flame of Nature, ſhould one Day, blow it 
out. 


Quod procul à nobis flectat Fortuna gubernans. 


THIS is what the Adepti underſtand by their 
Anima Mundi; that is to ſay, the Spirit, or Breath, 
or Wind of the World: Or Examine the whole Sy- 
ſtem by the Particulars of Nature, and you will find 
it not to be diſputed. For, whether you pleaſe to 
call the Forma infor mans of Man, by the Name of Spi- 
rus, Animus, Afflatus, or Anima; what are all theſe, 
but ſeveral Appellations for Wind > which is the 
ruling Element in every Compound, and into which 
they al] reſolve upon their Corruption. Farther, 
what is Life it felt, but as it is commonly called. 
the Breath of our Noſtrils > Whence it is very juſt- 
ly obſerved by Naturaliſts, that Wind ſtill continues 
of great Emolument in certain Myſteries not to be 
named, giving Occaſion for thoſe happy Epithets of 
Turgidus, and Inflatus, applyed either to the Emittent, 
or Recipient Organs. 


BY what I have gathered out of antient Records, 

I find, the Compaſs of their Doctrine took into 
wo and thirty Points; wherein it would be tedi- 
ous to be very particular, However, a few of their 
moſt important Precepts, deducible from it, are by 
no means to be omitted; among which, the following 
| Maxim 
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Maxim was of much Weight; That ſince Wind had 
the Maſter Share, as well as Opcration in every Com. 
pound, by Conſequence, thoſe Beings muſt be of pu 
chiet Excellence, wherein that Primordium appear; 
moſt prominently to abound ; and theretore, Man i; 
in higheſt Perfection of all created Things, as having 
by the great Bounty of Philoſophers, been endyet 
with three diſtin Anima s or Winds, to which th 
Sage Aoliſts, with much Liberality, have added: 
fourth, of equa] Neceſſity, as well as Ornament with ,,7 
the other three; by this quartum Principium, taking 
in the tour Corners of the World. Which gave oc 
cation to that Renowned Cabbaliſt, Bumbaſtus, of plz 
cing the Body of Man, in due poſition to the fou 
Cardinal Points. 


quen 
IN Conſequence of this, their next Principle wx ig 
that Man brings with him into the World a peculuM;hic 
Portion, or Grain of Wind, which may be called Hor P. 
Quinta eſſentia, extracted jrom the other four. Tor 
(Ainteſſence is of Catholick Uſe upon all Emerga;q.:. 
cies of Life, is improveable into all Arts and Science, 
and may be wonderfully refined, as well as enlarg\Wjz:1e 
by certain Methods in Education. This, when blond 9 
up to its Perfection, ought not to be covetouiWy; * 
hoarded up, ſt itied, or hid under a Buſhel, but fre acre. 
iy Communicated to Mankind. Upon theſe Reaſonhingn 
and others of equal Weight, the Wiſe Molifts, aft rer 
the Gift of BELCHING, to be the nobleſt Act Mof x 
2 Rational Creature. To cultivate which Art, uA. , 
render it more ſerviceable to Mankind, they mac very 
ule of ſeveral Methods. At certain Seaſons of I Tin 


Year, you might behold the Prieſts amongſt them f 
vaſt Numbers, with their Mouths gaping wide agai 
a Storm. At other times were to be ſeen ſever 
Hundreds link d together in a circular Chain, un 
every Man a Pair of Bellows applied to his Neigh 
bour's Breech, by which they blew up each other 
the Shape and Size of a Tun; and for that Realoſ= 
with great Propriety of Speech, did uſually call the! 
Bodies, their Veſſels, When by theſe and the like Pe 
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a formances, they were grown ſufficiently replete, they 
- would immediately depart, and * for the 
publick Good, a plentitul ſhare of their Acquirements 
into their Diſciples Chaps. For we muſt here ob- 
il ſerve, that all Learning was eſteemed among them, to 
vl be compounded from the fame Principle. Becaule, 
ll Firſt, it is generally affirmed, or confeſs' d, that 
be Learning puffeth Men up: And Secondly, they pro- 
Led it by the following Syllogiſm; Words are but Wind ;, 
a ind Learning is nothing but Words ; Ergo, Learning is no- 
ny thing but Mind. For this Reaſon, the Philoſophers a- 
e morg them, did in their Schools, deliver to their 
r Pupils, all their Doftrines and Opinions by Eructa- 
dug tion, wherein they had acquired a wondertul Elo- 
quence, and of incredible variety. But the great Cha - 
acteriſtick, by which their chief Sages were beſt di- 
finguiſhed, was. a certain Pofition of Countenance, 
which gave undoubted Intelligence to what Degree 
or Proportion, the Spirit agitated the inward Maſs. 
for, after certain PIGS, the Wind and Vapeurs 
iſſuing forth; having firſt by their Turbulence and 
Convulfions within, cauſed an Earthquake in Man's 
little World; diſtorted che Mouth, bloated the Cheeks, 
and gave the Eyes a terrible kind of Kelievo. At 
ohich Junctures, all their Belches were received for 
cred, the Sourer the better, and ſwallowed with 
infinite Conſolation by their meager Devotees. And 
Wo render theſe yet more compleat, becauſe the Breath 
of Man's Life is in his Noſtrils, therefore, the choi- 
ut, molt edifying, and moſt enlivening Belches, were 
maß very wilely conveyed thro' that Vehicle, to give then? 
"Mz: Tincture as they paſſed. 


auß THEIR Gods were the four Winds, whom they 
worſhipped, as the Spirits that pervade and enliven 
de Univerſe, and as thoſe from whom alone all In- 
Leit piration can properly be laid to proceed. Mow- 
her rer, the Chief of theſe, to whom they performed 
eal0Wthe Adora tion of Latria, was the Almigbiy North. An 

theYAntient Deity, whom the Inhabitants ot Megalopolrs in 
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Greece, had likewiſe in higheſt | 
* Pauſan, L. S. Reverence. Omnium deorum B. t 
| ream maxime celebrant, This God, F 
though endued with Ubiquity, was yet ts ng vil , 
the profounder 5 the to poſſeſs one peculiar Habi. h. 
tation, or (to ſpeak in Form) a Celum Empyreum, t 
wherein he was more intimately preſent. This was at 
ſituated in a certain Region, well known to the An- th 
tient Greeks, by them called, Zyo7i«, or the Land of 2 
Darkneſs. And although many Controverhes have pit 
ariſen upon that Matter; yet ſo much is undiſpu- .. 
ted, that from a Region of the like Denomination, ger 
the moſt refined A oliſt: have borrowed their Original d 
from whence, in every Age, the zealous among pe 

their Prieſthood, have brought over their choiſeſ 
Inſpiration, fetching it with their own Hands, from | 
the Fountain Head, in certain Bladders, and diſploding WJ au 
it among the Sectaries in all Nations, who did, and ant 
do, and ever will, daily Gaſp and Pant after it. My 


N OW, their Myſteries and Rates were performet h 
in this Manner. Tis well known among the Lear-W neo 
ned, that the Virtuoſo's of former Ages, had a Com pai: 
trivance for carrying and preſerving Winds in Ca ence 
or Barrels, which was of great Aſſiſtance upon lonyif yer. 
Sea Voyages; and the loſt of ſo uſeful an Art a 
preſent, Fs very much to be lamented, though I knoy 
not how, with great Negligence omitted by Pancim 
lug. It was an Invention alcribed to Aolus himle!! 
\ from whom this Sect is Denominated, and who 1. 
Honour of their Founder's Memory, have to this dj 
preſerved great Numbers of thofe Barrels, whercoWW:, ſtr 
they fix one in each of their Temples, firſt beating nfiſte 
out the Top. Into this Barrel, upon Solemn Day | 
the Prieſt enters; where, having before duly pre 
pared himſelt by the Methods . a ſe 
cret Funnel is alſo convey d from his Poſteriors, c 
the Bottom of the Barrel, which admits new Supplie 
of Inſpiration from a Northern Chink or Crain) 
Whereupon, you behold him ſwell immediately 'Q 
the Shape and Size of his Veſfel. In this Poſture he 
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diſembogues whole Tempeſts upon his Auditory, as 

the Spirit from beneath gives him Utterance ; which 
WW iſſuing ex adytis, and penetralibus, is not performed 
vithout much Pain and Gripings. And the Wind in 
breaking forth, deals with his Face, as it does with 
„that of the Sea; firſt blackning, then wrinkling, and 
SW at laſt, burſting it into a Foam. It is in this Guile, 
the Sacred Foliſt delivers his oracular Belches to his 
o panting Diſciples ; Of whom, ſome are greedily ga- 
ping after the ſanctified Breath; others are all the 
WW while Hym ning out the Praiſes of the Winds; and 
nl gently wafted to and fro by their own Humming, 
do thus repreſent the ſoft Breezes of their Deities ap- 
ni peated. 


I T 15 from this Cuſtom of the Prieſts, that ſome 
authors maintain theſe Aoliſts, to have been very 
antient in the World. Becauſe, the Delivery of their 
Myſteries, which I have juſt now mentioned, appears 
exactly the ſame with that of other Antient Oracles, 
whoſe Inſpirations were owing to certain ſubterra- 
neons Efffuviums of Wind, delivered with the ſame 
Pain to the Prieſt, and much about the ſame Influ- 
ence on the People. It is true indeed, that theſe 
were frequently managed and directed by the Female 
Officers, whoſe Organs were underſtood to be better 
diſpoſed for the Admiſſion of thoſe Oracular Guſts, 
as entring and paſſing up through a Recepticle of 
greater Capacity, and cauſing allo a Pruriency by 
the Way, tuch as with due Management, hath been 
refined from Carnal, into a Spiritual Extaſie. And 
to ſtrengthen this profound Conjecture, it is further 
nſiſted, that this Cuſtom of Female Prieſts is kept up 
till in certain refined Colleges of our Modern Aolifts, 
who are agreed to receive their Inſpiration, derived 
tro, the Receptacle aforeſaid, like their Anceſtors, 
che $1by/s. | 


AN D, whereas the mind of Man, when he gives 
ne Spur and Bridle to his Thoughts, doth never 
top, but naturally fallies out into both extremes af 
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High and Low, of Good and Evil ; His firſt Flight of 
Fancy, commonly tranſports him to Ideas of what 
is moſt perfect, finiſhed. and exalted; till havin 
ſoared out of bis own Reach and Sight, not we 
ceiving how near the Frontiers of Height and Depth, 
rder upon each other: With the ſame Courſe and 
Wing, be falls down Plum into the loweſt Bottom 
of Things ; like one who Travels the Eaſt into the 
Weſt; or like a ftrajt Line drawn by its own length 
into 8 Circle. Whether a Tincture of Malice in our 
Natures, makes us fond of furniſhing every bright 
Idea with its Reverſe; Or, whether Reaſon reflect- 
ing upon the Sum of Things, can hke the Sun, 
ſerve only to enlighten one half of the Globe, lea- 
you he other half, by neceſſity, under ſhade and 
darkneſs : Or whether Fancy, flying up to the Ima- 
nation of what is Higheſt and Beſt, becomes over- 
ort, and ſpent, and weary, and ſuddenly falls like a 
dead Bird of Paradiſe, to the Ground. Or, whether at- 
ter all theſe Metaphyſca! Con jectures, I have not en- 
tirely miſſed the true Reaſon : The Propoſition, how- 
ever, which hath ſtood me in ſo much Circumſtance, 
is altogether true That, as the moſt uncivilized 
Parts of Mankind, have ſome way or other, climbed 
up into the Conception of God, or. Supream Power, 
ſo they have ſeldom forgot to provide their Fears 
with certain ghaſtly Notions, which inſtead of bet- 
ter, have ſerved them pretty tolerably for a Devil. 
And this Proceeding ſeems to be natural enough: 
For it is with Men, whoſe Imaginations are lifted 
up very high, after the fame Rate, as wich thoſe, 
whole Bodies are ſo; that, as they are delighted with 
the Advantage of a nearer Contemplation upwards, Ju 
ſo they are equally terrified with the diſmal Proſped 
of the Precipice below. Thus, in the choice of har 
Devil, it hath been the uſual Method of 3 to the 
ſingle out tome Being, either in Act, or in Viſion, 


which was in moſt Antipathy to the God they had 


tramed. Thus alſo the Sect of AXoliſts, poſſeſſed them- on 
lebves with a Dread and Horror, and Hatred of two und 
Malignant Natures, betwixt whom, and the Deitie the 


they 
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they adored, -perpetual Inmity was eſtabliſhed. The 
firſt of theſe, was the Camelion ſworn Foe to Inſpira- 
tion, who in Scorn, devoured large Influences of their 
God. without refunding the ſmalleſt Blaſt by Eructati- 
on. The other was a huge terrible Monſter, called 
Moulinavent, who with four ſtrong Arms, waged eter- 
nal Battle with all their Divinities, dextrouſſy turn- 
ing to avoid their Blows, and repay them with Intereſt. 


THUS furniſht, and ſet out with Gods, as well as 
Devils, was the renowned Sect of Zolifts; which makes 
at this Day ſo illuſtrious a Figure in the World, and 
whereof that Polite Nation of Laplanders, are beyond 
all Doubt, a moft Authentick Branch: Of whom, I 
therefore cannot, without Injuſtice, here omit tomake 
honourable Mention, fince they appear to be lo cloſely 
allied in Point of Intereſt, as well as Inclinations, 
with their Brother _Zolifts among Us, as not only to 
buy their Winds by wholelale from the ſame Merchants, 
but alſoco retail them after the ſame Rate and Method, 
and to Cuſtomers much alike. 


N © W, whether the Syſtem here delivered, was 
wholly compiled by Fack, or as ſome Writers believe, 
rather Copied from the Original at Delphos, with cer- 
tain Additions and Emendations tuited to Times and 
Circumſtances, I ſhall not abſolutely determine. This 
I may affirm, that Fack gave it at leaſt a new Turn, 
and formed it into the fame Dreſs and Model, as it lies 
deduced by me. 


I have long ſought after this Opportunity, of doing 
Juſtice to a Society of Men, tor whom I have a pecu- 
liar Honour, and whoſe Opmions, as well as Practices 
have been extremely miſrepreſented, and traduced by 
the Malice or Ignorance of their. Advertaries. For, I 
think it one ot the greateſt and beit ot humane Acti- 
ons, to remove Prejudices, and place Things in their 
trueſt and faireſt Light; which I theretore boldly 
undertake without any regards of my own, beſide 
the Conſcience, the Honour, and the Thanks. 

G 2 Ser. 
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SECT. IX. 


A Digreſſion concerning the Original, the 
Hſe and Improvement of Madneſs in 4 


Commonwealth. 
Re f. tl 
Riſe and Inſtitution are owing to ſuch an 
Author as I have deſeribed Fack to be: A 


Perſon whoſe Intellectuals were overturned, and his 


utation of, this famous Sect, that its 


Brain ſhaken out of his Natural Pofition ; which we 


commonly ſuppoſe to be a Diſtemper, and call by 
the Name of Madneſs or Frenzy. For, it we take a 
ſurvey of the greateſt Actions that have * per- 
formed in the World, under the Influence of Single 
Men; which are, The ESabliſhment of New Empires in 
Conqueſt, The Advance and Progreſs of new Schemes in 
Philoſophy , and the Contriving, as well as the Propagating 
of New Religions: We ſſhall find the Authors of them 
all, to have been Perſons, whoſe natural Rcaſon hath 
admitted great Revolutions from their Dyet, their E- 
ducation, the Prevalency of ſome certain Temper, to- 
gether with the particular Influence of Air and Cli- 
mate. heſides, there is ſomething individual in hu- 
man Minds, that eaſily kindles at the Accidental Ap- 
proach and Colliſion of certain Circumſtances, u hich 
tho of paltry and mean Appearance, do often flame 
out into the greateſt Emergencies ot Lite. For, great 
Turns are not always given by ſtrong Hands, but by 
Incky Adaption, and at proper Seaſons; and it 1s of 
no import, where the Fire was kindled , if the Vapor 
has once got up into the Brain. For the upper Re- 
gion of Man is furniſhed like the middle Region of 
the Air: The Materials are formed from Cauſes ot 


the wideſt Difference, yet produce at laſt the ſame 
Subſtance 


OR ſhall it any ways detract from the juſt 
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Subſtance and Effect. Miſts ariſe from the Earth, 
Steams from Dunghills, Exhalation from the Sea, and 


Smoak from Fire; yet all Clouds are the ſame in 


Compoſition, as well as Conſequences: and the 
Fumes iſſuing trom a Jakes, will furniſh as comely 
and uſeful a Vapor, as Incenſe from an Altar. Thus 
far, I ſuppoſe, will eaſily be granted me: And then 
it will follow; that as the Face of Nature never 
produces Rain, but when it is overcaſt and diſturbed ; 
ſo Human Underſtanding, ſeated in the Brain, muſt 
be troubled and overſpread by Vapours, aſcending 
trom the lower Faculties, to water the Invention and 
render it fruitful, Now, altho' theſe Vapours ( as 1t 
hath been already ſaid) are of as various Original, as 
thole of the Skies, yet the Crop they produce, d1i- 
fers both in Kind and Degree, meerly according to 
the Soil. I will produce two Inſtances to prove and 
Explain what I am now advancing. 


A certain Great Prince raiſed a mighty Army, fil- 
led his Coſſers with infinite Treaſures, provided an 
invincible Fleet; and all this, without giving the 
the leaſt Part of his Deſign to his greateſt Miniſters, 
or his neareſt Favourites. Immediately the whole 
World was alarmed ; the neighbouring Crowns, in 
trembling Expectation, towards what Point the Storm 
would burſt; the tmall Politicians, every where torm- 
ing profound Conjectures. Some believed he had 
laid a Scheme for Univerſal Monarchy; Others, at- 
ter much Inſight, determined the Matter to be a io. 
ject for pulling down the Pope, and ſetting up th- 
Retoimed Religion, which had once been his own, 
dome, again, of a deeper Sagacity, ſent him into 
to ſubdue the Turk, and rechyer Paleſtine. In the midſt 
of all theſe Projects and Preparations ; a certain Sue. 
Surgeon, gathering the Nature of the Diſeaſe by thele 
Symptoms, attempted the Cure, at one Blow per- 
formed the Operation, broke the Bag, and out Hei 
the Va pour; nor did any thing want to render it a 
compleat Remedy, only that the Prince unfortumately 


happened to die in the Performance. Now, is the 
G 5 2, £d ger 
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Reader exceeding curious to learn, from whence this 


Vapour took its Riſe, which had ſo long ſet the Na- 


tions at a Gaze? What ſecret Wheel, what hidden 
Spring could put into Motion ſo wonderful an En- 
gine ? It was afterwards diicovered, that the Move- 
ment of this whole Machine had been directed by an 
ahſent Female, whoſe Eyes had raiſed a Protuberancy, 
and before Emiffion, ſhe was removed into an Ene- 
my's Country. What ſhould an unhappy Prince do 
in ſuch tickliſh Circumſtances as thele > He tried in 
vain the Poet's never-failing Receipt of Corpora 
quaque ; For, 


Telque petit corpus mens unde eſt ſaucia amore; 
nde ſeritur, eo tendit, geſtitq; coire. Lucr. 


HAVING to no purpoſe uſed all peaceable En- 
deavours, he collected part of the Semen, raiſed and 
enflamed, became aduſt, converted to Choler, turned 
head upon the ſpinal Duct, and aſcended to the 
Brain. The very ſame Principle that influences a 
Bully to break the Windows of a Whore, who has 
plted him, naturally ſtirs up a great Prince to raiſe 
mighty Armies, and dream of nothing but Sieges, Bat- 
tles, and Victories. | 


Cunnus teterrimi belli 


Cauſa 


THE other Inſtance is, what I have read ſome- 
where, in a very antient Author, of a Might King, 
who for the Space of above thirty Years, amui-d him- 
{elf to take and loole Towns; beat Armies, and be 
heaten ; drive Princes out of their Dominions ; fright 
Children from their Bread and Butter; burn, lay 
waſte, plunder, dragoon, maſſacre Subject and Stran- 
ger, Friend and Foe, Male and Female. Tis record- 
ed, that the Philoſophers of each Country were in 
grave Diſpute upon Cauſes Natural, Moral, and Poli- 
tical, to find out where they ſhould aſſign an Original 
Solution of this Phenomenon. At laſt the Vapor or 

| x Spirit, 
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Spirit, which animated the Hero's Brain, being in 
perpetual Circulation ſeized upon that Region of 
Human Body, fo renowned for furniſhing the gZebita 
Occidentalis, and gathering there into a Tumor, left 
the reſt to the World for that time in Peace. Of ſuch 
mighty Conſequence it is, where thoſe Exhalations 
fixz and of ſo little from whence they proceed. The 
lame Spirits which in their ſuperior Progreſs would 
conquer a Kingdom, deſcending upon the Anus, con- 
clude in a Fiſtula 


LET us next examine the great Introducers of new 
Schemes in Philoſophy, and ſearch till we can find, 
from what Faculty of the Soul the Diſpoſition ariſes in 
mortal Man, of taking at into his Head, to advance 
new Syſtems with ſuch an eager Zeal in things agreed 
on all hands impoſſible to be known : from what Seeds 
this Diſpoſition ſprings, and to what Quality of hu- 
man Nature theſe Grand Innovators have been in- 
debted for their number of Diſciples. Becauſe, it 15 
plain, that ſeveral of the chief among them, both 
Antient and Modern, were uſually miſtaken by their 
Adverſaries, and indeed by all, except their own Fol- 
lowers, to have been Perſons crazed, or out of their 
Wits, having generally proceeded in the common 
Courſe of their Words and Actions, by a Method 
very different from the vulgar Dictates of unrefined 
Reaſon : agreeing for the moſt part in their ſeveral 
Models, with their preſent undoubted Succeſſors in 
the Academy of Modern Bedlam (whoſe Merits and 
Principles I ſhall further examine in due Place). Of 
this Kind were Epicurus, Diogenes, Apollonius, Lucretius, 
Paraceiſus, Des Cartes, and others; who, if they were 
now 1n the World, tied faſt, and ſeparate trom their 
Followers, would in this our undiſtinguiſhing Age 
incur manifeſt Danger of Phlebotomy, and Whi ps, an 
Chains, and dark Chambers, and Straw. For what 
Man in the natural State, or Courſe of Thinking, did 
ever conceive it in his Power, to reduce the Notions 
of all Mankind, exactly to the ſame Length, and 
Breadth, and Height of his own > Yet this is the 
| G 4 firſt 
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firſt humble and civil Defign of all Innovators in the 
Empire of Reaſon. Epicurus modeſtly hoped, that 
one Time or other, a certain Fortuitous Concourſe 
of all Mens Opinions, after perpetual Juſtlings, the 
Sharp with the Smooth, the Light and the Heavy, 
the Round and the Square, would by certain Clina- 
nina, unite in the Notions of Atoms and Vid, as theſe 
did in the Originals of all Things. Carteſius rec- 
koned to {ee before he died, the Sentiments of all Phi- 
loſophers, like ſo many leſſer Stars in his Romentick 
Syſtem, rapt and drawn within his own Vortex. Now 
I would gladly be informed, how it is poſltble to ac- 
count for ſuch Imaginations as theſe in particular 
Men, without Recourſe to my Phenomenon of Vapour s, 
aſcending from the lower Faculties to over-ſhadow 
the Brain, and their diſtilling into Conceptions, for 
which the Narrownels of our Mother-Tongue has not 
yet aſſigned any other Name, beſides that of Malneſ; 
or Phrenzy. - Let us therefore now conjecture how 
it comes to paſs, that none of theſe great Preſcribers 
do ever fail of providing themſelves and their No- 
tions, with a Number of implicite Diſciples. And, I 
think the Reaſon is eaſy to be aſſigned: For there is 
a peculiar String in the Harmony of Human Under- 
derſtanding, which in feveral individuals is exactly 
of the fame Tuning. This, if you can dextrouſſy 
icrew up to its right Key; and then ſtrike gently u 

on it; whenever you have the good Fortune to ligh 
among thoſe of the ſame Pitch, they will be a ſecret 
neceſſary Sympathy, ſtrike —_— at the ſame Time. 
And in this one Circumſtance, lies all the Skill or 
Luck of the Matter, for if you chance to jar the 
String among thoſe who are either above or below 
your own Height, inftead of {ſubſcribing to your 
Doctrine, they will tie you faſt, call you Mad, and 
feed you with Bread and Water. It 1s therefore a 
Point of the niceſt Conduct to diltinguiſh and adapt 
this noble Talent, with reſpect to the Differences of 
Perſons and of Times. Cicero und erſtood this very 
well, when writing to a Friend in England, 
with a Caution, among other Matters, to 
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beware of bein cheated by our Hackney-Coach- 
men (who, as it ſeems, in thoſe days were as arrant 
Raſcals as they are now) has theſe re- 

markable Words, * Eft quod gaudeas te * Epifi. ad 
in iſta loca veniſſe ubi aliquid ſapere vi- Fam. Trebatio. 
deere. For, to ſpeak a bold Truth, it 

is a fatal Miſcarriage, ſo ill to order Affairs, as to paſs 
for a Fool in one Company, when in another you 
might be treated as a Philoſopher. Which I deſire 
lome certain Gentlemen of my Acquaintance to lay 
up in their Hearts as a very ſeaſonable Innuends. 


THIS, indeed, was the Fatal Miſtake of that 
worthy Gentleman, my moſt ingenious Friend, Mr. 
. on, Perfon, in appearance ordained for 
great Defigns, as well as Performances, whether you 
will conſider his Notions or his Looks. Surely, no 
Man ever advanced into the Publick with fitter Qua- 
lifications of Body and Mind, for the Propagation of 
i New Religion. Oh, had thoſe happy Talents miſ- 
applied to vain Philoſophy, been turned into their 
proper Channels of Dreams and Vifions, where Di- 
ſtortion of Mind and Countenance, are of ſuch Sove- 
reign Uſe; the baſe detracting World would not then 
have dared to report, that ſomething is amiſs, that 
his Brain hath undergone an unlucky Shape; which 
even his Brothern Moderniſts themſelves, like Ungrates. 
do whiſper o loud, that it reaches up to the very 
Garret I am now writing 1n. 


LASTLY, whoſoever pleaſes to look into the 
Fountains of Enthufiaſm, from whence, in all Ages, 
ave eternally proceeded ſuch fatning Streams, will 
nd the Spring Head to have been as troubled and 
muddy as the Current; Of ſuch great Emolument, 
52 Tincture ot this Vapor, which the World calls 
Madneſs, that without its Help, the World would not 
nly be deprived of thoſe two great Bleſſings, Con- 
ueſts and Syſtems, but even all Mankind would un- 
appily be reduced to the ſame Belief in Things In- 
Ihble, Now, the former Peſtulatum being held, that 
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it is of no Impost, from what Originals this Vapor 
proceeds, but either in what Angles it ſtrikes and 
ſpreads over the Underſtanding, or upon what Species 
of Brain it aſcends ; It will be a very delicate Point, 
to cut the Feather, and divide the ſeveral Reaſons 
to a nice and curious Reader, how this Numerical 
Difference in the Brain can produce Effects of fo 
vaſt a Difference from the ſame Vapor, as to be the 
ſole Point of Indrviduation between Alexander the 
Great, Fack of Leyden, and Monfieur Des Cartes. The 
preſent Argument is the moſt abſtracted that ever I 
engaged in, it ſtrains my Faculties to their higheſt 
Stretch ; and I defire the Reader to attend with ut- 


moſt Perpenfity ; For, I now proceed to unravel this 
knotty Point. 


THERE is in Mankind a certain 

* * * * * * * * * 1 
* * * * * * 5 * 

Hic mult a - * . * : * * * * 
deſiderantur. * " * 5 vi 
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— * * 9 * And this I take to be 
clear Solution of the Matter. 


HAVING therefore fo narrowly paſt thro thisMiat ti 
intricate Difficulty, the Reader will, I am ſure, agreeing, 
with me in the Concluſion : that if the Modern hett 
mean by Madneſs, only a Diſturbance or Tranſpo- 
tion of the Brain, by Force of certain Vapors i 
ſuing up from the lower Faculties; Then has this Mad 
neſs been the Parent of all thoſe mighty Revolutions 
that have hapned in Empire, in Philoſoply, and in Rel) 
gion. For, the Brain, in its natural Poſition and Stat 
of Serenity, dilpoſeth its Owner to paſs his Lite! 
the common Forms, without any Thought of ſubduin 
Multitudes to his own Power, his Reaſons or his Vifion! 
and the more he ſhapes his Underſtanding by the Fit 
tern of Human Learning, the leſs he is inclined . 
form Parties aſter his particular Notions ; becalWhture 
that inſtructs him in his private Infirmities, as W*Ftthci 
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s in the ſtubborn Ignorence of the People. But 
when a Man's Fancy gets aſtride on his Reaſon, when 
Imagination 1s at Cuffs with the Senſes, and common 
Underſtanding, as well as common Senſe, is kickt out 
of Doors; the firſt Proſelyte he makes, is Himſelf, 
and when that is once compals'd, the Difficulty is not 
o great in bringing over others; A ſtrong Deluſion 
ways operating from without. as vigorouſly as from 
within. For, Cant and Viſion are to the Ear and 
the Eye, the ſame that Tickling is to the Touch. 
Troſe Entertainments and Pleaſures we moſt value in 
Life, are ſuch as Dupe and play the Wag with the 
Fnſes. For, if we take an Examination of what is 
zenerally underſtood by Happineſs, as it has Reſpect, 
ther to the Underſtanding or the Senſes, we ſhall 
fnd all its Properties and Ad juncts, will herd under 
is ſhort Definition: That, it is @ perpetual Poſſeſcion 
being well Deceived. And firſt, with Relation to 
de Mind or Underſtanding ; tis manifeſt, what migh- 
75 Advantages Fiction has over Truth; and the Rea- 
om is juſt at our Elbow; becauſe Imagination can 
wid nobler Scenes, and produce more wonderful 
Revolutions than Fortune or Nature will be at Ex- 
nce to furniſh. Nor is Mankind ſo much to blame 
1 his Choice, thus determining him, if we conſider 
this Wat the Debate meerly lies between Things paſt, and 
oret Wings conceived; and fo the Queſtion is only this; 
ern hether Things that have Place in the Imagination, 
ay not as properly be ſaid to Exiſt, as thoſe that are 
Wited in the Memory; which may be juſtly held in the 
\frmative, and very much to the Advantage of the 
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tion Former, ſince, This is acknowledged to he the Womb 
Rel Things, and the other allowed to be no more 
Stauden the Grave. Again, if we take this Definition of 
ite Mappineſs, and examine it with Reference to the 
duingenſes, it will be acknowledged wondertully adapt. 
ion ow fading and inſipid do all Objects accoſt us that 


te not convey d in the Vehicle of Del/ufion > How 
drunk is every Thing, as it appears in the Glaſs of 
ture? ſo, that if it were not for the Aſſiſtance of 
utihcial Mediums, falſe Lights, retracted Angles, Var- 


niſh, 
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niſh, and Tinſel; there would be a mighty Level in I his 
the Felicity and Enjoyments of Mortal Men. If this N that 
were ſeriouſly confidered by the World, as I have a N ect 
certain Reaſon to ſuſpect it hardly will; Men would Il 

no longer reckon among their high Points of Wit. lt: 
dom, the Art of expoſing weak Sides, and publiſhing 
Infirmities; an Employment in my Opinion, neither N ind 
better nor worſe than that of Vnmaſking, which I MW" | 
think, has never been allowed fair Uſage, either in Han 
the World or the Play-houſe. . 


IN the Proportion that Credulity is a more peac:- nd 
ful Poſſeſſion of the Mind, than Curioſity, ſo far pre- ¶ ati 
ferable is that wiſdom, which converſes about the Sur- Nat 
face, to that 55 Philoſophy which enters into 
the Depth of Things, and then comes gravely back W"* 5 
with Informations and Diſcoveries, that in the inſide Wan 
they are good for nothing. The two Senſes, to which Nilo 
all Objects firſt addreſs themſelves, are the Sight and 
the Touch; Theſe never examine farther than the 
Color, the Shape, the Size, and whatever other Quz- 
lities dwell, or are drawn by Art upon the Outward 
of Bodies; and then comes Reaſon officiouſly, with 
Tools for cutting, and opening, and mangling, and 
piercing, offering to demonſtrate, that they are not 
of the fame conſiſtence quite through. Now, I take all 
this to be the laſt Degree of perverting Nature; one oli 
whole Eternal Laws it is, to put her beſt Furniture 
forward. And therefore, in order to ſave the Char 
ges of all ſuch expenfive Anatomy for the Time toi 
come; I do here think fit to inform the Reader, that 
in ſuch Conclufions as theſe, Reaſon is certainly in 
the Right, and that in moſt Corporeal Beings, which 
have fallen under my Cognizance, the Outſide hath 
been infinitely preferable to the In: Whereof I have 
been farther convinced from ſome late Experiments 
Laſt Week I faw a Woman flayd, and you Vi 
hardly believe, how much it altered her Perſon 10 
the worſe. Yeſterday I ordered the Carcaſs ot a Be. 
to be ſtript in my Preſence; when we were all ama 


zed to find ſo many unſuſpected Faults under one Su. 
0 
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of Cloaths : Then I laid open his Brain, his Het, and 
his Spleen 3 But, I plainly perceived at every Operation, 
that the farther we proceeded; we found the De- 


1 
| jets encreaſe upon us in Number and Bulk: from 
i Wall which, I juſtly formed this Concluſion to my 
| 
= 
Y 


elf; That whatever Philoſopher or Projector can 

ind out an Art to ſodder and 2 up the Flaws 

ind Imperfections of Nature, will deſerve much bet- 
Ie of Mankind, and teach us a more uſeful Science, 
a tan that ſo much in preſent Eſteem, of widening and 

xxpofing them (like him who held Anatomy to be the 

inmate End of Phyfick). And he, whoſe Fortunes 
„Ind Diſpoſitions have placed him in a convenient 
Station to enjoy the Fruits of this noble Art: He 
that can with Epicurus, content his Ideas with the 
ilms and Images that fly off _w his Senſes from 
te Superficies of Things; ſuch a Man truly Wiſe, 
reams off Nature, leaving the Sower and Dregs, for 
i loſo phy and Reaſon to lap up. This is the ſub- 
me we refined Point of Felicity, called, the Poſſeſſion 
being well deceived: The Serene Peaceful State of 
un- eing a Fool among Knaves. 


th BUT to rerurn to Madneſs. It is certain, that accord- 
ande to the Syſtem I haveabove deduced, every Species 
xeof proceeds from a Redundancy of Vapor; therefore, 
$ ſome Kinds of phrenzy give double Strength to the 
inews, ſo there are of other Species which add Vigor, 
nd Life, and Spirit tothe Brain: Now, it uſually hap- 
is, that theſe active Spirits, getting Poſſeflion of the 
nin, reſemble thoſe that haunt other waſte and emp- 
Dwellings, which for want of Bufineſs, either vaniſh, 
dcarry away a piece of the Houſe, er elſe ftay at home 
| fling it all out of the Windows. By which are 
ſtically diſplay d the two principle Branches of Mad- 
WW, and which ſome Philoſophers, not conſidering ſo 
Will as I. have Miftook to be different in their Caules, 

er-haſtily aſſigning the firſt to Deficiency, and the o- 
to Redundance. 
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I think it therefore manifeſt, from what I have her; 


a * 
| d, that the main Point of Skill and Addreſs, i ; 
—— Employment for this Redundancy of Vapor 7 
and prudently to adjuſt the Seaſons of it; by whidf . 
meansit may certainly become of Cardinal and Catho * 
lick Emolument in a Common-wealth. Thus one M 
chuting a proper JunCture, leaps into a Gulph, fro 
thence proceeds a Hero, and is called the Saver of hi in 
Country; Another atchieves the ſame Enterpriſe, butu Mc 
luckily timing it, has left the Brand of Madnels, fireda e, 
a Reproach upon his Memory; Upon ſo nice a Diftin In 
cio are we taught to repeat the Name of Curtiui wi bes 
Reverence and Love; that of Empedocles, with Hatn all 
and Contempt. Thus, alſo it is ufually conceived |, 
that the Elder Brutus only perſonated the Fool and Mac — 
man for the Good of the Publick : but this was nothin mer 
elſe than a Redundancy of the ſame Vapo thre 
* Tacit. long miſapplied, called by the Latint, l. = 
genius parnegoiiis : Or, (to Tranſlate it a Thi. 
nearly as I can) a fort of Phrenzy, never in its rit Ken 
Element, till you take it up in Buſineſs of the State. wit 
; | — 
UPON all which, and many other Reaſons of eq: YN if 
Weight, though not equally curious; I do here glad e b 
embrace an Opportunity I have _ lought for, N hrs! 
Recommending it as a very noble Un ing, to Cloe 
E 4 $- 5 Se r M Cuſt 
Sir 7. ls, 7 H are 1 
Eſa; and other Patriots concerned, that they wol wk 
move for Leave to bring in a Bill for appoint! rho! 
Commiſſioners to inſpect into Bedlam, and the Pal,” | 
adjacent ; who ſhall he empowered to ſend for Peco, 
Papers, and Records: to examine into the Merits um ky 
Qualifications ot every Student and Profetſor; to Hr 4 
ſerve with utmoſt Exactneſs their ſeveral Ditpoſitie eu 
and Behaviour; by which means duly Cos wore « 
ing and adapting their Talents, they might prodiſſ n q 
admirable Inſtruments for the ſeveral Offices 0 Art of 
PPP lh oly11a 
tary; proceeding in ſuch Methods as I my dever 
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humbly propoſe. And, I hope the Gentle Reader 
will give ſome Allowance to my great Solicitudes 
in this important Affair, upon Account of that high 
Eſteem I have ever born that honourable Society, 


whereof I had ſome Time the Happineſs to be an 
unworthy Member. 


I'S any Student tearing his Straw in piece-meal, Swear- 
ing and Blaſpheming, biting his Grate, foaming at the 
Mouth, and emptying his Piſpot in the Speftator's Fa- 
ces? Let the Right Worſhipful, rhe Commiſſieners of 
Inſpection, give him a Regiment of Dragoons, and ſend 
him into Fanders among the reſt. Is another eternally 
talking, ſputtering, gaping, bawling, in a Sound with 
out Period or Article > What wonderful Talents are 
al here miſlaid | Let him be furniſhed-immedi- 
ately with a green Bag and Papers, and * * ALaw- 
three Pence in his Pocket, and away with yer SCoach- 
him to Veſtminſter-Hall. You will find a hire. 
Third, gravely taking the Dimenſions of his 
Kennel: A Perſon of Foreſight and Infight, tho* kept 
quite in the Dark; for why, like Moſes, Ecce cornuta erat 
eus facres. He walks duly in one Pace, intreats your 
Penny with due Gravity and Ceremony; talks much 
of hard Times, and Taxes, and the Whore of Babilon ; 
Bars up the woodden of his Cell conſtantly at eight a 
Clock: Dreams of Fire, and Shop-litters, and Court- 
Cuſtomers, and Priviledg'd Places. Now what a Fi- 

zure would all theſe Acquirements amount to, if the 
Wowner were ſent into the City among his Brethren ! 
behold a Fourth, in much and deep Converſation with 
himſelt, biting his Thumbs at my TR; His 
Lountenance chequered with Buſmeſs and Deſign; ſome- 

mes walking very faſt, with his Eyes nailed to a pa- 
zer that he holds in his Hands: A great Saver of Time, 
© © .Mlomewhat thick of Hearing, very ſhort of Sight, but 
d More of Memory. A Man ever in Haſte, a great Hatch- 

„e and breeder of Buſinels, and excellent at the Famous 
Wt of Whiſpering Nothing. A huge Idolater of Me- 
oſyllables and Procraſt inationʒ ſo ready toGive his Word 
(every Body, that he never keeps it. One _ has 
g orgot 


= aa. 
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, forgot the common Meaning ot Words, but an admi- 
rable Retainer of the Sound. Extreamly ſubje& to 
the Looſneſs, for his Occaſions are perpetually calling 
him away. If you approach his Grate in his familiar 
Intervals ; Sir, ſays he, Give me a Penny, and I'll feng you 
4 Song; But give me the Penny firſk. (Hence comes the 
common Saying, and commoner Practice of parting 
with Money for a Song). Whata compleat Syſtem of 
Court-Skill is here deſcribed in every Branch of it, and 
all utterly loſt with wrong Application? Accoſt the 
Hole of another Kennel, firſt ſtopping your Noſe, you 
will behold. a ſurley, gloomy,-naſty, flovenly Mortal, 

| raking in his own Dung, and dabling*in his Urine. 
The beſt part of his Diet, is the Reverſion ot his own 
Ordure, which expiring into Steams, whirls perpetu- 
ally about, and at laſt remfunds. His Complexion is 
of a dirty Yellow, with a thin ſcattered Beard, exactly 
agreeable to that of his Dyet upon its firſt Declination: 
like other Inſects, whohaving their Birth and Educati- 
on in an Excrement, from thence borrow their Color 
and their Smell. The Student of this Apartment is 
very ſparing of his Words, but ſomewhat over-liberal 
of his Breath; He holds his Hand out ready to receive 
your Penny, and immediately upon Receipt, withdraws 
to his former Occupations. Now, is it not amazing to 
think, the Society of Warwick-Lane, ſhould have no 
more Concern, for the Recovery. of ſo uſeful a Mem- 
ber, who, if one may judge from theſe Appearances, 
would become the greateſt Ornament to that Illuſtri- 
ous Body? Another Student ſtruts up fiercely to your 
Teeth, puffing with his Lips, half ſqueezing out his 
Eyes, and very graciouſly holds you out his Hand to 
kiſs. The Keeper deſires you not to be afraid of this 
Profeſſor, for he will do yu no Hurt : To him alone 
15 allowed the Liberty of the Anti-Chamber, and the 
Orator of the Place gives you to underſtand, that this ſo- 
lemn perſon is a Taylor run mad with Pride. This 
conſiderable Student 1s adorned with many other Qua- 
lities, upon which, at preſent, Iſhall not further enlarge. 
— - - - - - - - Hark in your Ear - 
Cf!!! TL WO; 0 - - - - I am ſtrangely 

| ; miſtaken. 
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miſtaken, if all his Acdreis, his Motions, and his Airs, 
would not then be very natural, and in their proper 
Element. 


I ſhall deſcend ſo Minutely, as to inſiſt upon the vaſt 
Number of Beaux, Fiddlers, Poets, and Politicians, 
that the world might recover by ſuch a Reformation ; 
But what is more material, beſide the clear Gain re- 
dounding to the Commonwealth, by ſo large an Ac- 
quiſition of Perſons to employ, whoſe Talents and Ac- 
quirements, if I may be ſo bold to affirm it, are now 
buried, or at leaſt miſapplied: It would be a mighty Ad- 
vantage accruing to the Publick from this Enquiry that 
all theſe would yery much excel, and arrive at greatPer- 
tection in their ſeveral Kinds; which I think, is ma- 
nifeſt from what I have already ſhewn ; and ſhall in- 
force by this one plain Inſtance ; That even, I my ſelt, 
the Author of theſe momentous Truths, am a Perſon, 
whoſe Imaginations are hard-mouth'd, and exceedingly 
diſpoſed to run away with his Reaſon, which I have 
obſerved from long Experience, to be a very light Ri- 
der, and eaſily ſhook off; upon which Account, my 
Friends will never truſt me alone, without a ſolemn 
Promiſe, to vent my Speculations in this, or the like 
manner, for the univerſal Benefit of; Human kind ; 
which, psrhaps, the gentle, courteous, and candid 
Reader, brimful of that Modern Charity and Ten- 
derneſs, uſually annexed to his Office, will be very hard- 
y perſuaded to believe. 
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A TALE of a TUB. 


T is an unanſwerable Argument of a very refined Age, 
the wonderful Civilities that have paſſed of late 
Years, between the Nation of Authors and that of 
Readers.* There can hardly pop out a Play, a Pam- 
hlet, or a Poem, without a Preface full of Acknow- 
138 to the World, for the general Reception and 
Applauſe they have given it, which the Lord knows 
where, or when, or how, or fi om whom it received. In 
due Deference to fo laudable a Cuſtom, I do here re- 
turn my humble Thanks to His Majeſty, and both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament; To the Lords of the King s moſt 
honourable Privy-Council, to theReverend the Judges: 
To the Clergy, and Gentry, and Yeomantry of this ; 
Land : But in a more eſpecial manner, to my worthy c 
Brethren and Friends at Wills Coffee-Houſe, and Get. 
ſham- College, and Warwick-Lane, and Moor-Fields, and { 
Scotland-Tard, and Veſtminſter-Hall, and Guild Hall; ( 
In ſhort, to all Inhabitants and Retainers whatſoever, - 
either in Court, or Church, or Camp, or City, d *© 
Country; for their generous and univerſal Acceptance t 


of this Divine Treatiſe, Laccept their Approbation | 

and good Opinian with extream Gratitude, and to th 4 

utmoſt ot my poor Capacity, thall take hold of all O tc 

portunities to return the Obligation. x 

| I am alſo happy, that Fate has flung me into i * 
s - bleſſed an Age tor the mutual Felicity of Booklelle! 
4 and Authors, whom I may ſafely affirm to be at this d 

1 the two only ſatisfied Parties in England. Ask ce 

þ Author how his laſt Piece hath ſucceeded ; Why, trul 4 

N ( 


© he thanks his Stars, the World has been very favour: 
© ble, and hehas notthe leaſt Reaſon to Complain : An E. 
, He vit it in a Week at Bite a / 

Start in 


© yet, By G 
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starts, when he could ſteal an Hour from his urgent 
Affairs; as, it is a hundred to one, you may ſee further 
in the Preface; To which he refers you, and for the reſt, 
to the Bookſeller. There you go as à Cuſtomer, and 
make the ſame Queſtion: © He bleſſes his God, the Thing 
© takes wonderful, he is juſt Printing a Second Edition, 
and has but three left in his Shop. You beat down 
© the Price: Sir, we ſhall not differ; and in hopes of 
your Cuſtom another Time, lets you have it as reafon- 
© able as you pleaſe ; And, pray lend as many of your 
* Acquaintance as you will, I ſhallupon your Account 
© furniſh them all at the ſame Rate. 


_— 


NOW, it is not well enough conſidered, to what 
Accidents and Occaſions che World is indebted tor the 


greateſt Part of tholenoble Writings, which hourly ſtart 


up to entertain it. If it were not for a rainy Day, 
* a drunken Vigil, a Fit of the Spleen, a Courſe of 
* Phyſick, a fleepy Sunday, an ill Run at Dice, a long 
© Taylor's Bill, aBegger's Purſe, a factious Head, a hot Sun, 
coſtive Dyet, Want of Books, and a juſt Contempt of 
© Learning. But for theſe Events, I ſay, and ſome Others 
too long to recite, (eſpecially a prudent Neglect of ta- 
king Brimſtone inwardiy,) I doubt, the Number of 
Authors and Writings would dwindle away to a De- 
gree moſt wotul to behold. To confirm this Opinion, 
hear the Words of the famous Trog/olyze Philoſopher: 
'Tis certain ſaid he) [ome Grains of Folly are of courſe annexed, 
as Part in the Cumpoſi:ion of Human Nature, only the Choice is 
left us, whether we pleaſe to wear them Inlaid er Emboſled ; 
And we nerd not go very far to jeek how That is uſually de- 
termined, when we remember, it im with Human Faculties as 
with Liquors, the lighteſt will be ever at the Tor. 


THERE is in this famous Ifland of Britain a 
certain paultry Scribler, very Volumious, whole Cha- 
racter the Reader cannot wholly be a Stranger to. He 
deals in a pernicious kind of Writings, called Secon.! 
Parts, and uſually paſſes under the Name of, The Author 
of the First. I eaſily foreſee, that as toon as I lay down 
my Pen, this nimble Operator will have ſtole it, and 
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treat me as inhumanly as he hath already done Dr. 
I ge, and many others who ſhall 
here be nameleſs. I therefore fly for Juſtice and Re- 
lief, into the Hands of that great Refifyer of Saddles, 
and Lover of Mankind, Dr. B.— th, begging he will 
take this Enormous Grievance into his Modern Confi- 
deration : And if it ſhould ſo happen, that the Fur- 
niture of an A(s, in the Shape of a Second Part, muſt 
for my Sins, be clapt by a Miſtake, upon my Back, 
that he will nicely mg in the Preſence of 
the World, to lighten me of the Burthen, and take it 
home to his own Hoſe, till the true Beaſt thinks fit to 


call for it. 


I N the mean time I do here give this Publick No- 
tice, that my Reſolutions are, to circumſcribe within 
this Diſcourſe the whole Stock ,of Matter I have been 
fo many years providing. Since my ein is once o- 
pened, I am content to exhauſt it all at a Rurning, 
tor the peculiar Advantage of my dear Country, and 
for the univerſal Benefit of Mankind. Therefore, ho- 


{pitally conſidering the Number of my Gueſts, they 


{hall have my whole Entertainment at a Meal; And 
I ſcorn to ſet up the Leavings in the Cupboard. What 
the Gueſts cannot eat may be given tothe Poor, and the 
Dogs under the Table may gnaw the Bons; This I 
underſtand for a more generous Proceeding, than to 
turn the Company's Stomachs, by inviting them again 
to morrow to a ſcarvy Meal of Scraps. 


IE the Reader fairly conſiders tke ſtrength of what 
I have advanced in the foregoing Section, I am con- 
vinced it will produce a wonderful Revolution in his 
Notions and Opinions; And he will be abundantly 
better prepared to receive and to reliſh the concluding 
Part of this miraculous Treatiſe. Readers may be 
divided into three Claſſes, the Superficial, the Ignroant, 
and the Learned: And I have with much Felicity fit- 
ted my ben to the Genius and Advantage of each. 


Th⸗ Superficial Reader will be {trangely provoked to 


Laughter ; which clears the Breaſt and the Lungs, 15 
Soveram 
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Soverain againft the Spleen, and the moſt innocent 
of all Diureticks. The Ignorant Reader (between 
whom and the former, the Piſtinction is extreamly 
nice) will find himſelf diſpoſed to Stare; which is 
an admirable Remedy for ill Eyes, ſerves to raiſe and 
enliven the Spirits, and wonderfully helps Perſpira- 
tion. But the Reader Truly Learned, chiefly for 
whoſe Benefit, I wake, when others ſleep, and ſleep 
when others wake, will here find ſufficient Matter to 
employ his Speculations for the reſt of his Lite. It 
were much to be wiſht, and I do here humbly pro- 
poſe for an Experiment, that every Prince in Chri- 
ſtendom will take ſeven of the deepeſt Scholars in his 
Dominions, and ſhut them up cloſe tor ſeven years, 
in ſeven Chambers, with a Command to write ſeven 
Ample Commentaries on this Comprehenſive D1t- 
courſe. I hall venture to affirm, that whatever Dit- 
terence may be tound in their ſeveral Conjectures, 
they will be all without the leaſt Diſtortion, manifeſt- 
ly deduceable from the Text. Mean time, is is my 
earnels Requeſt, that ſo uſeful an Undertaking may 
be entred upon ( it their Majeſties pleaſe ) with a!l 
convenient {peed ; becauſe, I have a ſtrong Inclina- 
tion, before I leave the World, to taſte a Blefling, 
which we myſterious Writers can ſeldom reach, till! 
we have got into our Graves. Whether it is that 
FAME being a Fruit gratted on the Body, can hardly 
grow, and much Jeſs ripen, till the Stock is in the 
Earth: Or, whether the be a Bird of Prey, and 1s 
lured among the reſt, to purſue after the icent ot a 
Carcaſs : Or, whether ſhe conceives her Trumpet 
lounds beſt and tartheſt, when the ſtands on a Tomb, 
by the Advantage of a riſing Ground, and the Echo of 
a hollow Vault. G 


T IS true, indeed, the Republick of dark Authors, 
after they once found out this excellent Expedient 0 
Dying, have been peculiarly happy in the Variety, a9 
well as Extent or their Reputation. For Night being 
the univerſal Mother of Things, wiſe Philoſophers 


hold all Writings te be Fruitful in the Proportion 
H 3 they 
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they are dark; And therefore, the * true 
* A Name of illuminated (that is to ſay, the Dare of 
theRoſycru- all) have met with ſuch numberleſs 
cians. Commentators, whoſe Scholiaſtick Mid- 

wifry hath deliver'd them of Meanings, 
that the Author themſelves, perhaps, never conceived, 
and yet very juſtly be allowed the Lawful Parents of 
them: The Words of ſuck Writers being like Seed, 
which, however ſcattered at random, when they light 
upon a Fruitful Ground, will multiply far beyond ei, 
ther the Hopes or the Imagination of the Sower. 


AND therefore in order to promote ſo uſeful a 
Work , I will ; here take leave to glance a few 
Innuendo s, that may be of great Aſſiſtanee to thoſe ſu- 
blime Spirits, who ſhall be appointed to Jabor in a u- 
niverſal Comment upon this wonderful Diſcourſe. 
And firſt, I have couched a very profound Miſtery in 
the Number of O's multiply'd by Seven, and divided by 
Nine. Allo, if a deyout Brother of the Roſy-Crofs will 
pray fervently for ſixty three Mornings, with a lively 
Faith, and then tranſpoſe certain Letters and Syllables 
according to Preſcription, in the ſecond and fifth Sect- 
ion; they will n reveal into a full Receipt of 
the Opus Magnum. Laſtly, whoever will be at the 
pains to calculate the whole Number of each Letter in 
this Treatiſe, and ſum up the Difference exactly be- 
tween the ſeveral Numbers, afligning the true natural 
Cauſe for every ſuch Difference; the Diſcoveries in 
the Product, will plentifully reward his Labour. But 
then he muſt beware of Bythus and Sige, and be ſure 


not to forget the Qualifications of 


Vid. Anima Acamoth A cujus lacrymis humect a 
magica abſcon- prodir Subſtantia, d riſu lucida, à triſtitia 
dua. folida, & d timore mobilis, wherein Eu- 
genius Philalethes hath committed an un- 
pardonable Miſtake. | 
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SECT. XI. 
411 LE of 271 B. 


"Bp E T E R ſo wide a Compaſs as I have wan- 
dred, I do now gladly overtake, and cloſe 
in with my Subje&, and ſhall henceforth 

hold on with it an even Pace to the End of my Jour- 

ney, except ſome beautiful Proſpect appears within 
fight of my Way; whereof, thoſe at preſent I have 
neither Warning nor Expectation, yet upon ſuch an 

Accident, come when it will, I ſhall beg my Reader's 

Favour and Company, allowing me to conduct him 

thro it along with my ſelf. For in Writing, is is 

as in Travelling: It a Man is in haſte to be at home, 

( which I acknowledge to be none of my Caſe, ha- 

ving never ſo little Buſineſs, as when I am there ) if 

his Horſe be tired with long Riding, and 111 Ways, or 
be naturally a Jade, I adviſe him clearly to make the 

{traiteſt and the commoneſt Road, be it ever ſo dir- 

ty: But, then ſurely, we muſt own ſuch a Man to 

be a {curvy Companion at beſt ; He ſpatters himſelf 
and his kellowTravellers at every ſtep : All their 

Thoughts, and Wiſhes, and Converſation turn en- 

tirely upon the ſubject of their Journey's end; and at 

every ſplaſh, and plunge, and ſtumble, they heartily 
with one another at the Devil. 


ON the other fide when a Trat eller and his Horſe are 
in Heart and Plight, when his Purſe is full, and the 
Day before him; he takes the Road only where it is 
clean or convenient; entertains his Company there as 
agreeable as he can; but upon the firſt Occaſion, carries 
them along with Him to every delightful Scene in 
View, whether of Art, of Nature, or of both; and if 
they chance to refuſe out of Stupidity or Weari- 
neſs, let them jog on by themſelves, and be d- d; 
He'll overtake them at the next Town : at which 

H 4 ___ arriving, 


1 


110 


A TALE 
arriving, he Rides furiouſly thro, the Men, Women, 
and Children run aut to gaze, a hundred noiſy-Curs 
run barking after him, of which, if he honors the 
boldeſt with a Laſh of his Whip, it 1s rather out of 
Sport than Revenge: But {ſhould ſome ſourer Mun- 
grel dare too near an Approach, he receives a Salute 
on the Chaps by an accidental Stroak from the 
Courſers Heels (nor is any Ground loſt by the Blow) 
which ſends him yelping and limping home. 


— 


I now proceed to ſum up the ſingular Adventures 
of my renowned ask; the State of whoſe Dil po- 
ſitions and Fortunes, the careful Reader does, no 
doubt, moſt exactly remember, as I laſt parted with 
them in the Concluſion of a former Section. There- 
fore, his next Care muſt be from two of the tore- 
going, to extract a Scheme of Notions that may bet 
fit his Underſtanding tor a true Reliſh of what 1s 
to enſue. Fe Ok 


F AC & had not only calculated the firſt Revoluti- 
on of his Brain ſo prudently, as to give Riſe to that 
Epidemick Sect of Aoliſts, but ſucceeding allo into a 
new and ſtrange Variety of Conceptions, the Fruit- 
tulneſs of his Imagination led him into certain No- 
tions, which, altho in Appearance very ynaccounta- 
ble, were not without their Myſteries and their Mean- 
ings, nor wanted Followers to countenance and im- 
prove them. I ſhall therefore be extremely caretul 
and exact in recounting ſuch material Paſſages of this 
Nature, as I have been able to collect, etheir from 
undoubted Tradition, or indetatgable Reading; and 
ſhall deſcribe them as graphically as it is poſſible, and 
as far as Notions of that Heighth and Latitude can 
he brought within the Compaſs of a Pen. Nor do 
L at all queſtion but they will furnith Plenty of noble 
Matter for ſuch, whole converting Imaginations diſ- 
pole them to reduce all Things into Des; who can 
make Shadows, no thanks to the Sun, and then mold 
them into Subſtances, no thanks to Philoſophy; 
whoſe peculiar Talent lies in fixing Tropes and Al- 
C 1 legories 
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legories to the Letter, and refining what is Literal 
into Figure and Myſtery. 


F AC K had provided a fair Copy of his Father's 
Will, engroſſed in Form upon a large Skin of Parch- 
ment; and reſolving to act the Part of a moft dutiful 
Son, he became the ſondeſt Creature of it imaginable. 
For, altho', as I have often told the Reader, it con- 
filted wholly in certain plain, eaſy Directions about 
the management and wearing their Coats, with Le- 
gacies and Penalties, in caſe of Obedience or Neglect; 
yet he began to entertain a Fancy, that the Matter 
was deeper and darker, and therefore muſt needs have a 
great deal more of Myſtery at the Bottom. Gentle- 
men, {aid he, I will pro e this very Skin of Parchment to 
be Meat, Drink, and Cloth, to be the Phileſopher's Stone, 
and the Univerſal Medicine, In conſequence of which 
Raptures, he reſolved to make uſe of it in the moſt 
neceſſary, as well as the moſt paltry Occafions; of Lite. 
He had a Way of working 1t into any ſhape he 
pleaſed ; ſo that it ſerved him for a Night-cap when 
he went to Bed, and for an Umbrello in rainy Wea- 
ther. He would lay a Piece of 1t about a fore Toe, 
or when he had Fits, burn two Inches under his Nole 
or if any thing lay heavy on his ſtomach, ſcrape off, 
ind ſwallow as much of the Powder as would he on 
: filver Penny, they were all infallible Remedies. 
with Analogy to theſe Refinements, his common 
Talk and Converſation, ran wholly in the Phraſe ot 
hs Will, and he circumſcribed the utmoſt of his Elo- 
quence within that Compals, not daring to let ſlip a 
yllable without &uthority from thence. Once at a 
trange Houſe, he Was ſudenly taken ſhort upon an 
urgent juncture, whereon it may not be allowed too 
particularly to dilate; and being not able to call fo 
uind with that ſuddenneſs the Occafion required, an 
uthentick Phraſe for demanding the Way to the 
Back-fide 5 he choſe rather as the more prudent 
durſe, to incur the Penalty in ſuch Caſes uſually 
nexed. Neither was it poſſible for the united Rhe- 
orick of Mankind to prevail with him to make 1 
| | e 
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lex clean again: Becauſe having conſulted the Will 
upon this egen he met with a Paſlage near the 
Bottom (whether foiſted in by the Tranſcriber, is 
not known) which ſeemed to forbid it. 


HE made it a Part of his Religion, never to ſay 
Grace tqhis Meat, nor could all the World perſwade 
him, as the common Phraſe is, to eat his Victuals 
like 4 Chriſtian. ö 


H E bore a ſtrange kind of Appetite to Snap-Dragon, 
and to the livid Snuffs of a burning Candle, which 
he would catch and Swallow with an Agility, won- ,, 
derful to conceive; and by this Procedure, mainta in- ¶ ind 
ed a perpetual Flame in his Belly, which iſſuing in var 
glowing Steam from both his Eyes, as well as high va! 
Noſtrils, and his Mouth; made his Head appear in. 
a dark Night, like the Scull of an Aſs, wherein M yet 
roguiſh Boy hath conveyed a Farthing Candle, 10 nue 


Terror of His Majeily's Liege Subjects, Therefore, ul auſ 
made uſe of no other Expedient to light himſelf home con? 
but was wont to ſay, That « Wiſe Man was his q noti 
Lanthorn. ther 
HE would ſhut his Eyes as he walked 'along th — 
Streets, and if he happened to bounce his Head 4 
gainſt 2 Poſt, or fall into the Kennel (as he ſeldo . 
miſſed either to do one or both) he would tell t who 
gibing Prentices, who looked on, that © he ul tow 
mitted with entire Reſignation, as to a Trip, Mer 
* a Blow of Fate, with whom he found by long E, _ 
* perience, how vain it was either to wreſtle or Huta 


* cuff; and whoever durſt und@take to do eithey 
© would be ſure to come off with a ſwinging Fall, 
* a Bloody Noſe. It was ordained, ſaid he, ſome fe 
© Days before the Creation, that my Noſe and t 
very Poſt ſhould have a Rencounter : and the! 
fore, Providence thought fit to ſend us both in 
the World in the ſame Age, and to make us Coul 
* try-men and Fellow-Citizens. Now, had my E. 
* been open, it 1s yery likely, the Buſineſs r 
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been a great deal worſe; For, how many a con- 
founded Slip is daily gor by Man, with all his 
Foreſight about him? Beſides, the Eyes of the Un- 
 derſtanding fee beſt, when thoſe of the Senſes are 
out of the way; and therefore, blind Men are ob- 
ſerved to tread their Steps with much more Cau- 
tion, and Conduct, and Judgment, than thoſe who 
rely with too much Confidence, upon the Virtue 
of the Viſual Nerve, which every little Accident 
ſhakes out of Order, and a Drop, or a Film, can 
wholly diſconcert ; like a Lanthorn among « Pack 
of roaring Bullies, when they ſcower the Streets ; 


© 7 


n-FF expoling its Owner, and it ſelf, to outward Kicks 
ny nd Buffets, which both might have eſcaped, if the 
a Vanity of appearing would have ſuffered them to 
nh walk in the Dark. But, further; 1f we examine 


the Oonduct of theſe boaſted Lights, it will prove 
yet a great deal worſe than their Fortune: Tis 
true, I have broke my Noſe againſt; this Poſt, be- 
auſe Providence either forgot, or did not think it 
convenient to twitch me by the Elbow, and give meg 
notice to avoid it. But, let not this encourage ei- 
ther the prefent Age or Poſterity, to truſt their 
Noſes into the. keeping of their Eyes, which may 
prove the faireſt Way of ans them for good and 
all. For, O ye Eyes, Ye blind Guides; miſerable 
\doflGuardians are Ye of our frail Noſes; Ye, I ſay, 
no faſten upon the firſt Precipiece in view, and then 
fu our wretched willing Bodies atter you, to the 
p. Wiery Brink of Deſtruction: But, alas, that Brink 
s rotten, out Feet ſlip, and we tumble down prone 
nto a Gulph, without one hoſpitable Shrub in che 
ay to break the Fall; a Fall, fo which not any 
| Noſe ot mortal Make is equal, except 
Nat of the Giant * Laurcaſco, who * Vide Don 
vas Lord of the Silver Bridge. Moſt Quixot. 
roperly, therefore, O Eyes, and with | 
reatſultice, may you be compared to thoſe fooliſh 
Covlizhts, which conduct Men thro Dirt and Darkneſs, 
y * ll they fall into a deep Pit, or a noiſom Bog. 


. THIS 
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THIS I have produced, as a Scantling of Fachs the 

great Eloquence, and the force of his Reaſoning upon 

ſuch abſtruſe Matters. os g 
ca 


H E was beſides, a Perſon of great Deſign and Im- Dog 
provement in Affairs of Devotion, having introduced Hf! 
a new Deity, who hath ſince met with a vaſt Number NAK 
of Worſhippers; by ſome called Babel, by others, 
Chaos; who had an antient Temple of Gothick Stru- 
cture upon Salisbury-Plain; famous for its Shrine, and 
Celebration by Pilgrims. 


WHEN he had ſome Roguiſh Trick to play, he 
would down with the Knees, np with his Eyes, and 
fall to Prayers, though in the midſt of the ; 
Then it was that thoſe who underſtood his Pranks, 
would be ſure to get far enough out of his Way: 
And whenever 1 attracted Strangers to 
Laugh, or to Liſten, he would of a ſudden, with 
one Hand, out with his Gear, and Piſs full in their 
Eyes, and with the other, all heſpatter them with 

ud, 


IN Winter he went always looſe and unbuttoned 
and clad as thin, as poſſible, to let in the ambien 
Heat; and in Summer, lapt himſelf cloſe and thick to 
keep it out. 


I N all Revolutions of Government, he would”! 
make his Court for the Office of Hangman-General W Se 
and in the Exer ciſe 0” that Dignity, wherein he wi bim 
very dextrous, would make uſe of no other Vixud lic 
than a long Prayeg. 


HE had a Tongue ſo Muſculous and Subtil, that ling 
he could twiſt it up into his Noſe, and deliver A s 
ſtrange Kind of Speech from thence. He was allo ano! 
the firſt in theſe Kingdoms, who began to improv Kic 
the Spaniſh Accompliſhment of Braying ; and havin 
large Ears, perpetually expoſed and errected, he A 


A 
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ried his Art to ſuch a perfection, that it was a Point 
of great Difficulty to diſtinguiſh either by the View or 
the Sound, between the Original and the Copy. 


HE was troubled with a Diſeaſe, reverſe to that 
called the Stinging of the Tarantula; and would run 
Dog-mad, at the Noiſe of Muſick, eſpecially a Pair 
1 Wof Bag-Pipes. But he would Cure himſelf again, by. 
aking two or three Turns in Weflmin$er-Hall, or 
„ing (gate, or in a Boarding-School, or the Royal- 
| WEixchange, or a State Coffee houſe. 


HE was a Perſon that feared no Colours, but 
nortally hated all, and upon that account, bore a 


feel Averſion to Painters, inſomuch, that in his 
nd rroxiſms, as he walked the Streets, he would have 
el. Wis Pockets loaden with Stones, to pelt at the Signs. 


HAVING from his manner of Living, frequent 
to W\:ahons to waſh himſelf, he would often leap over 
zad and Ears into the Water, though it were in the 
dt of the Winter, but wes always obſerved to 
bme out again much dirtier, if poſſible, than he 
ent in. 


ned HE was the firſt that ever found out the Secret 

„nen contriving a Soporiſerous Medicine to be conveyed 

k to at the Ears: It was a Compound of Sulphur and 
im of Gilead, with a little Fiigrim's Salve, 


ould E wore a large Plaiſter of artificial Cauſticks on 
era Stomach, with the Fervor of which, he could 
e W himself a Groaning, like che famous Board upon 
ard plication of a red-hot Iror:. 


RE would ſtand in the Turning of a Street, and 
ling to thoſe who paſſed by, would cry to one; 
hy Sir, do me the Honor of 4 good Slap in the Chaps: 
another, Hone& Friend, pray favour me with a hand- 
Kick on the Arſe : Madam, ſhall I entreat 4 "as 

08 


ver 
6 allo 
prove 
avi 
e Cal 

ri 


N. 


116 ATALE l 


Box in the Ear, from your Ladyſhip's * Hands > Noble 
Captain, Lend a reaſonable Thwack, for the Love of God. C 
with that Cane of yours, over theſe poor Shoulders. And 1 ! 
when he had by ſuch earneſt Sollicitations, made 3 t 
ſhitt to procure a Baſting ſufficient to ſwell up his | * 
Fancy and his Sides; He would return home ex- Y " 
tremely comforted, and full of terrible Accounts of t 
what he had undergone for the Publick Good. Ob. 
ſerve this Stroak (ſaid he, ſhewing his bare Shoulders) | © 
4 plaguy janiſary gave it me this very Morning at ſeven 1 
Clock, as, with much ado, I was driving off the Great 2. 
Turk. Neighbours of mine, this broken Head deſerves 4 
Plaiſter; had poor Jack been tender of his Noddle, you woull 
have ſeen the Pope, and the French King, long befur: di 
this time of Day, among your Wrues and your Ware-houſs, 


Dear Chriſtians, the Great Mogul was come 45 far a 7 
White-Cha ppel, and you may thank theſe * Sides tha 
he hath not (God bleſs us) already ſwallowed up Man, V. hi 
nan and Child. bo 
tre 

IT was highly worth obſerving, the ſingulaf Pie 
Effects of that Averſion, or Antipathy, which aH 
and his Brother Peter ſeemed, even to an Affectation 1qu 
to bear towards each other. Peter had lately don 22! 
ſome Rogueries, that forced him to abſcond ; and H N 
ſeldom ventured to. ſtir out before Night, tor tear W. 
Bayliffs. Their Lodgings were at the two moſt d wh 


ſtant Parts of the Town, from each other; and whe 
ever their Occafions or Humors called them abroa] cha 
they would make Choice of the oddeſt unlikely Time he 
and moſt uncouth Rounds they could invent; ti 
they might be ſure to avoid one another: Yet aft 
all this, it was their perpetual Fortune to Meet. 1 2 E 
Reaſon of which, is eaſie enough to apprehend : Fa Mee 
the Phrenzy and the Spleen of both, having the ſa 
Foundation, we may look upon them as two Pair 
Compaſles, equally extended, and the fixed Foot 
each, remaining in the ſame Center; which, thou 
moving contrary Ways at firſt, will he ſure tot 
counter ſomewhere or other in the Circamfere! 


Bel 


Beſides, it was among the great Misfortunes of F ack, 

to bear a huge Perſonal Reſemblance with his Brother 
Peter. Their Humour and Diſpoſitions were not only 

the ſame, but there was a cloſe Analogy in their ſhape, 
cheir fize, and their mein. Inſomuch, as nothing 
vas more frequent than for a Bayliff to ſeize Fack by 
T Shoulders, and cry; Mr. Peter, Tou are the King's 
Priſoner. Or, at other Times, for one of Peter's near- 

eſt Friends, to accoſt Fack with open Arms, Dear Pe- 
ter, I am glad to [ee thee, pray ſend me one of your beſt 
Medicines for the Worms. This we may ſuppoſe, was 2 
Mortifying return to thoſe pains and proceedings, 
1 Fach had laboured in ſo long: And . how 
directly oppoſite all his Endeavours had aniwered 
to the ſole end intention, which he had pro- 
poſed to himſelf WHow could it avoid having terri- 
le Effects upon a Head. and Heart fo furniſhed as 
his? However, the poor Remainders of his Coat 
bore all the Puniſhment : The Orient Sun never en- 
tred upon his diurnal Progreſs, without mifling a 
iece of it. He hired a Taylor to ſtitch up the Col- 
lar fo cloſe, that it was ready to choak him, and 
queeze out his Eyes at ſuch a rate, as one could fee 
nothing but the White. What little was left of the 
main ſubſtance of the Coat, he rubbed every day for 
two hours, againlt a rough-caſt Wall, in order to 
grind away the Remnants of Lace and Embroidery 
but at the ſame time went on with ſo much Violence, 
that he proceeded a Heathen Philoſopher. Yet after all 
he could do of this Kind, the Succeſs continued ſtill 
to diſappoint his Expectation. For, as it is the 
Nature of Rags, to bear a kind of Mock Reſemblance 
to Finery ; there being a ſort of fluttering Appear- 
ance in both, which 1s not to be diſtinguiſhed at a 
Diſtance, in the dark, or by ſhort-fighted Eyes : So, 
in thoſe Junctures, it fared with Fach and his Tat- 
ters, that they offered to the firſt View, a ridiculous 
Flanting, which aſſiſting the reſemblance in Perſon 
and Air, thwarted all his Projects of Separation, 
and Jett ſo near a Similitude between them, as fre- 
quently 
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very Diſciples and Followers 
* * * * * * * 


—S 


quently deceived the 
Gm. *-E: 
* * 


* * * 3 * * + * 
* * * * * — * * 
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THE. old Sclavonian Proverb ſaid well, That it is 
with Men, as with Aſſes; whoever would keep them faſt, 
muſi find a very goo1 Hold at their Ears. Yet, I think, 
we may affirm, and it hath been verified by repeated 
Experience, that, 


Effugiet tamen hec (celeratus 2 Proteus. 


II is good therefore, to read the Maxims of our 
Anceſtors, with great Allowances to Times and Per- 
tons : For, if we look into Primitive Records, we 
ſhall find; that no Revolutions have been ſo great, 
or ſo frequent, as thoſe of human Ears, In former 
Days, there was a curious Invention to catch and 
keep them: which, I think, we may juſtly reckon a- 
mong the Artes perditæ: And how can it be otherwiſe 
when in theſe latter Centuries, the very Species is 
not only diminiſhed to a very lamentable Degree, but 
the poor Remainder is alfo degenerated ſo far, as to 
mock our skilfulleſt Tenure > For, if the only ſlitting 
of one Ear in a Stag, hath been found ſufficient to 
propagate the Dete& through a whole Foreſt ; Why 
ſhould we wonder at the greateſt Conſequences, from 
ſo many Loppings and Mutilations, to which the Ear; 
of our Fathers, and our own, have been of late ſo 
much expoled: Tis true, indeed, that while this 1/land 
of ours, was under the Dominion of Grace, many En- 
deavors were made to improve the Growth of Ears 
once more among us. The Proportion ef Largenels, 
was not only lookt upon as an Ornament of the Out- 
ward Man, but as a Type of Grace in the Inward. Be- 
hdes, it is held by Naturaliſts, that if there be a Pro- 
tuberancy of Parts in the Superior Region of the ___ 
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dy. as in the Ears and Noſe, there muit be a Parity alſo 
in the Inferior : And therefore in that truly pious Age, 
the Mates in every Aſſembly, according as they were 
gifted, appeared very forward in expoſing their Ears 
to view, and the Regions about them; | 
becauſe * Hippecrates tells us, that when Lib. de avre 
the Vein behind the Ear happens to be cut, locis & aquis. 
4 Man becomes 4 Eunuch: And the F- | 
miles were nothing backwarder in beholding and edi- 
fying by them : Whereof thoſe who had already uſed 

the Means, lookt about them with great Concern, in 
hopes of conceiving a ſuitable 22 by ſuch a 
Proſpect: Others, who ftood Candites for Benevolence, 
found there a plentiful Choice, and were ſure to fix 
upon ſuch as diſcovered the largeſt Ears, that the Breed 
might not dwindle between them. Laſtly, the de- 

- BE vouter Fiſters, who lookt upon all extraordinary Dila- 
f tations ot that Member, as Protruſions of Zeal, or ſpi- 
e ritual Excreſcencies, were lure to honor every Head they 
- fat upon, as if they had been c/oven Tonguef; but, eſpe- 
cr cially, that of the Preacher, whoſe Ears were uſually 
a Jof the prime Magnitude; which upon that Account, 
\_ be was very frequent and exact in expofing with all 
ſe Y Adventages to the People: in Rhetorical Paroxyſms, 
ic turning ſometimes to hold forth the one, and ſome- 
at times to held forth the other: From which Cuſtom, 
to the whole Operation of Preaching is to this very day 
no among their Profeſſors, ſtyled by the Phraſe of Hold- 
to ing for th. 


m SUCH was the Progreſs of the Saints, for advan- 
11; cing the Size of that Member; And it is thought, the 
{ & ſucceſs would have been every way anſwerable, if in 
n proceſs of time, a cruel King had not aroſe, who raiſed 
en- a bloody Perſecution againſt all Ears, above a certain 
Standard: Upon which, ſome were Elad to hide their 
is, flouriſhing Sprouts in a black Border, others crept 
it. | wholly under a Perewig: ſome were (lit, others cropt, 
and a great Number ſliced off to the Stumps. Bur of 
this more hereafter, in my general Hiſtory of 4 which 
I defign very ſpeedily to beſtow upon the Pu 57 * 
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THE. old Sclavonian Proverb ſaid well, That it is 
with Men, as with Aſſes; whoever would keep them fa 
muſt find @ very goo1 Hold at their Ears. Yet, I think, 
we may affirm, and it hath been verified by repeated 
Experience, that, 


Effugiet tamen hc ſceleratus 2 Proteus. 


II is good therefore, to read the Maxims of our 
Anceſtors, with great Allowances to Times and Per- 
{ons : For, if we look into Primitive Records, we 
ſhall find? that no Revolutions have been ſo great, 
or ſo frequent, as thoſe of human Ears, In former 
Days, there was. a curious Invention to catch and 
keep them; which, I think, we may juſtly reckon a- 
mong the Artes perditæ: And how can it be other wiſe 
when in theſe latter Centuries, the very Species is 
not only diminiſhed to a very lamentable Degree, but 
the poor Remainder is alfo degenerated ſo far, as to 
mock our skilfulleſt Tenure For, if the only ſlitting 
of one Ear in a Stag, hath been found ſufficient to 
propagate the Defect through a whole Foreſt ; Why 
ſhould we wonder at the greateſt Conſequences, from 
ſo many Loppings and Mutilations, to which the Ear; 
of our Fathers, and our own, have been of late fo 
much expoled: Tis true, indeed, that while this Iſland 
of ours, was under the Dominion of Grace, many En- 
deavors were made to improve the Growth of Ear 
once more among us. The Proportion ef Largenels, 
was not only lookt upon as an Ornament of the Out- 
ward Man, but as a Type of Grace in the Inward. Be- 
hdes, it is held by Naturaliſts, that if there be a Pro- 
tuberancy of Parts in the Superior Region of the wy 
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dy. as in the Ears and Noſe, there muit be a Parity alſo 
in the Inferior : And therefore in that truly pious Age, 
the Males in every Aſſembly, according as they were 
gifted, appeared very forward in expoſing their Ears 
to view, and the Regions about them; 
becauſe * Hippocrates tells us, that when Lib. de are 
the Vein behind the Ear happens to be cut, locis & aquis. 
« Man becomes 4 Eunuch: And the F- 4:4 
miles were nothing backwarder in beholding and edi- 
fying by them: Whereof thoſe who had already uſed 
- the Means, lookt about them with t Concern, in 
| hopes of conceiving 2 ſuitable 228 by ſuch a 
Proſpect: Others, who ftood Candites for Benevolence, 
found there a plentiful! Choice, and were ſure to fix 
upon ſuch as diſcovered the largeſt Eari, that the Breed 
might not dwindle between them. Laſtly, the de- 
vouter Hiſters, who lookt upon all extraordinary Dila- 
. BE tations ot that Member, as Protruſions of Zeal, or ſpi- 
e ritual Excreſcencies, were ſure to honor every Head they 
ſat upon, as if they had been cloven Tongues; but, eſpe- 


r cially, that of the Preacher, whoſe Ears were uſually . | 1 
4 of the prime Magnitude; which upon that Account J 
. he was very frequent and exact in expoſing with all | 


ſe  Adventages to the People: in Rhetorical Paroxyſms, 

is turning ſometimes to hold forth the one, and fome- f 
ut times to held forth the other: From which Cuſtam, 

to the whole Operation of Preaching is to this very day 

no among their Profeſſors, ſtyled by the Phraſe of Ho/d- 

to ing forth. 


m SUCH was the Progreſs of the Saints, for advan- 

an cing the Size of that Member; And it is thought, the 

ſo } ſucceſs would have been every way anſwerable, if in 

.n{ Y procels of time, a cruel King had not aroſe, who raiſed 

en- bloody Perſecution againſt all Ears, above a certain 
Standard: Upon which, ſome were glad to hide their 
eſs, | flouriſhing Sprouts in a black Border, others crept 

it. | wholly under a Perewig: ſome were lit, others cropt, - 
2e- | and a great Number ſliced off to the Stumps, But of 

o- this more hereafter, in my general Hiſtory of by which & 
>o- I defign very ſpeedily to beſtow upon the Publick. |. 
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their antient Groth in the preſent, it is manitrſt, how h: 
little Reaſon we can have to rely upon a Hold fo ſhort, ti 
ſo weak, and ſo ſlippery ; and that, whoever. deſires Sk 
to catch Mankind faſt, muſt have Recourle to ſome o- af 


Nature with Circumſpection enough, it 
* Incluling may diſcover ſeveral Handles, whereof 1 7 


Scaliger's. the * Six Senſes afford one apiece, be- He 
fide a great Number that are ſcrewed to i the 
the Paſſions, and ſome few riveted to the Intelect. A- a 


mong theſe laſt, Curioſity is one, and of all others, I Ho 
affords the firmeſt Graſp: Curioſity, that Spur in the ,. 
fide, that Bridle in the Mouth, that Ring in the Noſe, I An 
of a lazy, an impatient, and a grunting Reader. By <9" 
this Handle it is, that an Author ſhould ſeize. upon his I fed 
Readers : which as ſoon as he hath one compaſt, all 
| Reſiſtance and Struggling are in vain ; and they be- 
come his Priſoners as Cloſe as he pleaſes, till Wearineſs 
or Dullneſs force him to let go his Gripe. 


AND therefore, I the Author of this miraculous 
Treatiſe, having hitherto, beyond ExpeCtation, main- 
tained by the aforeſaid Handle, a firm Hold upon my 
gentle Readers; It is with great Reluctance, that I 
am at length compelled to remit my Graſp ; leave 
them in the Peruſal ot what remains, to that nat':ral 
Oſcitancy inherent in the Tribe. I can only aſſure 
thee, Courteous Reader, tor both our Comforts, that 
my Concern is altogether equal to thine, for my un- 
happineſs in loſing, or miſlaying among my Pa pes 
the remaining Part ot theſe Memoirs; which conſiſt- 
ed of Accidents, Turns, and Adventures, both New, 
Agreeable, and Surprizing; and therefore calculated 
in all due Points, to the delicate Taſte ot this our No- 
ble Age. But, alas, with my utmoſt Endeavours, I 
have been able only to retain a few of the Heads, Un- 
der which, there was a full Account, how Peter got 2 I 
protection out of the King's-Bench ; And of a Recon-, ®* K 
cilanent between Jack and Him, upon a Deſign they 
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had in a certain rainy Night, to trepan Brother Mar- 
tin into a Spunging-Houle, and there ſtript him to the 
Skin. How Martin, with much ado, ſhew'd them both 
a fair pair of Heels. How a new Warrant came out 
againſt Peter: upon which, howFeck left him in the lurch, 
ſtole his Protection, and made ule of it hinggelf. How 
Fack's Tatters came into Faſhion in Court and City; 
How he got upon a great Horſe, and eat Cuſtard.- But 
the Particulars of all theſe, with feveral others, which 
have now flid out of my Memory, are loſt beyond all 
Hopes of Recovery. For which Misfortune, leaving 
my Readers tocondole with each other, as far as they 
mill find it to agree with their Conſtitutions ; but 
conjuring them by all the Friendſhip that hath paſ- 
led between Us, from the Title-Page to this, not to 
proceed to tar as to 1njure their Healths, tor an Acci- 
dent paſt Remedy ; I now go on to the Ceremonial 
Part of an accompliſh'd Writer, and theretore, by a 
Courtly Modern, leaſt of all others to be omitted. 


The CONCLUSION. 


'e OING too long is a Cauſe of Abortion, as 


effectual, tho not ſo frequent, as Going too 
| ſhort ; and holds true, eſpecially in the Labors 
of the, Brain, Well tare the Heart of 
that Noble * ſeſuit, who firſt adventurd * Pere d' Or- 
to conteſs in Print, that Books muſt be ſeance. 
Juited to their ſeveral Seaſons, like 
Dreis, and Dyet, and Diverlions: And better fare 
our noble Notion, for refining upon this, among o- 
ther French Modes. I am living faſt, to fee the Time, 
when a Book that miſſes its Tide, ſhall be neglected, 
the Moon by Day, or like Mackarel a Week after the 
Yaton. No Man hath more nicely obſerved our Cli- 
mat than the Bookſeller who bought the Copy of this 
Work; He knows to a Tittle what Subjects will beſt 


Jo off in a dry Year, and which it is proper to expole 


toremoſt, when the Weather-glaſs is fallen to much 


Rain. When he had ſeen this Treatiſe, and conſulted his 


1 Almanac 


| 
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Almanack upon it ; he gave me to underſtand, that he 


had manifeſtly conſidered the two Principal Things, n 
which were the Bulk, and the Subject; and found it N 
would never take, but atter a long Vacation, and then le 
only, in caſe it ſhoul4 happen to be a hard Year for 0 
Turnips. pon which I defired to Know, conſider ing B 
my urgent Neceſſities, what he thought might be ac- P; 


ceptable this Month. He lookt Weſtward, and ſaid, I D 
doubt we ſhall have a Fit of bal Weather : However, if you A 
could prepare ſome pretty litile Banter (but not in Verſe) ar 
or 4 ſmall Treatiſe upon the it would run like Will-Fire. to 
But, if it hold up, I have already hired an Author to write vv 


fomething againſt Dr. B tl y, which, I am ſure, will turn tal 
to Ac: ount, Ce 
rel 


A T length we agreed upon this Expedient ; That MW lor 
when a Cuſtomer comes for one of thele, and defires W wh 
in Confidence to know the Author ; he will tell "him viv 
very privately, as a Friend, naming which ever of the tho 
Wits happen to be that Week in the Vogue: and if the 
Durfy's laſt Play ſhould be in Courſe, I had as live he oth 
may be the Perſon as Congreve. This I mention, be- Lab 
cauſe I am wondertully well acquainted with the pre- Re 
tent reliſh of Courteous Readers; and have often ob- quie 
terved, with ſingular Pleaſure, that a Fly driven froma mer 
Heney- pot, will immediately, with very good Appetite wol 
alight, and finiſh his Meal on an Excrement. 


I have one Word to ſay upon the Subject of Pre- Slee; 
found Writers, who are grown very numerous ©: late: ¶ two 
And I know very well, the judicious World 1s re- was 
ſolved to liſt me in that Number. I conceive there- 
tore, as to the Buſineſs of being Profound, that it 15 1 
with Writers as with Wells; a Verſon with good Eyes Read 
may ſee to the bottom of the deepeſt, provided any Verte 
Water be there; and, that often, when there is no- this 
thing in the World at the bottom, befides Dryneſs ] thor 
and Dirt, though it be but a Yard and half under 2s we 
Ground, it ſhall paſs, however, for wondrous Deep, ſcien 
upon no wiſer a Reaſon than hecauſe it it wondrous ] dirty 
Dark. - ; lair [ 
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I am now trying an Experiment very frequent a- 
mong Modern Authors; which is, to Write upon 
Nothing: When the Subject is utterly exhauſted, to 
let the Pen ſtill move on; by ſome called, the Ghoſt 
of Wit, delighting to walk after the Death of its 
Body. And to fay the Truth, there ſcems to be no 
Part of Knowledge in fewer Hands, than that of 
Dilcerning when 30 have Done. By the Time that an 
Author has writ out a Book, he and his Readers 
are become old Acquaintance, and, grow very loath 
to part: So that I have ſometimes known it to be in 
Writing, as in Viſiting, where the Ceremohy of 
taking leave, has employed more Time than the whole 
Converſation before. The Conclufion of a Treatiſe, 
reſembles the Concluſion of Human Lite, which hath 
ſometimes been compared to the end of a Feaſt, 
where few are ſatisfied to depart, ut plenus vitæ con- 
viva: For Men will fit down atter the fulleſt Mea], 
though it be only to doze, or to ſleep out the reſt ot 
the Day. But, in this latter, I differ extreamly from 
other Writers ; and ſhall be too proud, if by all my 
Labours, I can have any ways contributed to the 
Repoſe of Mankind, in Times ſo turbulent and un- 
quiet as theſe. Neither do I think ſuch an Employ- 
ment ſo very alien from the Office of a Wit, as ſome 
would ſuppoſe. For among a very Po- FA 
lite Nation in * Greece, there were the *' Frazenu, 
lame Temples Built and Conſecrated to Pauſan. I. 2. 
Sicep and the Muſes, between which i 
two Deities, they believed the ſtricteſt Friendſhip 
was eſtabliſhed. 


I have one concluding Favour, to requeſt of my 
Reader : That he will not expect to be equally d1- 
verted and informed by every Line, or every Page of 
ts Diſcourſe : but give ſome Allowance to the Au- 
thor s Spleen, and ſhort Fits or Intervals of Dullneſs. 
is well as his own : And lay it ſeriouſly to his Con- 
ſcience, whether, if he were walking the Streets, in 
dirty Weather, or a rainy Day; he would allow it 
lair Dealing in Folks at their Eaſe from a Window, 
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to Critick his Gate, and ridicule his Dreſs at ſuch a 


Juncture. 
IN my Diſpoſure of Employments of the Brain, 
I have thought fit to make Invention the Maſter, 
and to give Method and Reaſon, the Office ot its 
Lacquays. The Cauſe of this Diſtribution was, 
from obſerving it my peculiar Caſe, to be often 
under a Temptation of being Witty, upon Occa- 
ſion, where I could be neither Wile nor Sound, 
nor any thing to the Matter in hand. And, I am too 
much a Servant to the Modern Way, to neglect any 
ſuch Opportunities, whatever Pains or Improprie- 
ties I may be at, to introduce them. For, I have 


obſerved, that from a laborious Collection of Seven 


Hundred Thirty Eight Flowers, and ſhining Hints of the 
beſt Modern Authors, digeſted with great Reading, 
into my Book of Common Places; I have not been 
able after five Years to draw, hook, or force into 


common Converſation, any more than a Dozen. Of 


which Dozen, the one Moiety failed of Succeſs, by 
being dropt among unſuitable Company; and the 
other coſt me ſo many Strains and Traps, and Am- 
bages to introduce, that I at length reſolved to give 
it over. Now, this Diſappointment (to diſcover a 
Secret) I muft own, gave me the firſt Hint of ſetting 
up for an Author; and I have fince found among 
tome particular Friends, that it is become a very 
general Complaint, and has produced the ſame Effects 
upon many others. For, I have remarked, many a 
towardly Mord, to be wholly neglected or deſpiſed in 


Diſceurſe, Which hath paſſed very ſmoothly, with tome 


Conſideration and Eſteem, after its Preterment and 
Sanction 1n Print, But now, fince by the Liberty and 
Encouragement of the Preſs, I am grown abſolute 
Maſter ot the Occafions and Opportunities, to expoſe 
the Talents I have acquired; I already diſcover, that 
the Iſſues of my Obſervanda begin to grow too large 
for the Receipts. Therefore I {hall here pauſe awhile, 
till I find by feeling the World's Pulſe, and my own, 
that it will be of abſolute Neceſlity for us both, to 
relume my Pen. ; | 
FLY 
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The Bookſeller to the Reader; 


M following Diſcourſe, as it is unqueſtion- 
ably of the ſame Author, ſo it ſeems to have 
been written about the ſame time with the 
former, I mean, the Year 1697, when the 
famous Diſpute was on Foot, about Antient and Mo. 
dern Learning. The Controverſy took its Riſe from 
an Eſſay of Sir William Temple s, upon that Subject; 
which was anſwer d by V. Warton, B. D. with an 
Appendix by Dr. Bently, endeavouring to deſtroy the 
Credit of Aſp and Phalaris, for Authors, whom Sir 
Wiliae Temple had in the Eſſay beſore mentioned, 
highly commended. In that Appendix, the Doctor 
falls hard upon a new Edition of Phalaris, Tut out by 
the Honourable Charles Boyl, (now Earl of Orrery ) to 
which, Mr. Bal replyed at large, with great Learning 
and Wit; and the Doctor, yoluminouſly, rejoyned. 
In this Diſpute, the Town highly reſented to ſee a 
Perſon of Sir William Temple's Character and Merits, 
roughly uſed by the two reverend Gentlemen afore- 
ſaid, and without any manner of Provocation. At 
length, there appearing no End of the Quarrel, our 
Author tells us, that the BOOKS in St. Fames's 
Library, looking upon themſelves as Parties princi- 
pally concerned, took up the Controverſie, and came 
to a decifive Battel : But, the Manuſcript, by the In- 
jury of Fortune, or Weather, being in ſeveral Places 
— rfect, we cannot learn to which fide the Victory 
P . 1 3 1306 tas 

I muſt warn the Reader, to beware of 2pplying to 
Perſons what is here meant, only of Books in the 
moſt literal Senſe. . So, when Virgil is mentioned, we 
are not to underſtand the Perſon of a famous Poet, 
call'd by that Name, but only certain Sheets of Paper, 
bound up in Leather, containing in Priat, the Works 
of the ſaid Pet, and ſo of; the reſt, 121 
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ATTR is 4 ſort of Glaſs, wherein Beholders do ge- 
nerally diſcover every body's Face but their own ; which 
is the chief Reaſon for that kind of Reception it meet; 

| in the Worl.l. and that ſo very few are { with 

it. But if it ſhould happen otherwiſe the Danger is not 
great ; and I hace learned from long Experience, never to 
apprebend Miſchief from thoſe -n.lerſtanlings, I have been 
able to pros E,; Fir Anger an Fury, though they ad 
Strength to the Sinews of the ody, yer Then to relax 


thoſe of the Mind, and to rener all its Efforts feeble an! 
im potent. 


There is 4 Brain that will en lure but one Scumming: 
Let the Owner gather it with Diſcretion, and manage hi; 
little Stock with Husbanlry ; but of all things, let ham be- 
ware of bringing it under the Laſh of his Betters; becauſe, 
That will make it all bubble up into Impertinence, and be 
will fin i no new Supply : Wit without Knowledge being 
Sort of Cream, which gathers in a Night to the Top, _ by 
4 Skilful Han may be ſoon whip: into Froth; but ond 
ſcumm d away, what appears underneath will be fit for no- 
thing, but to be thrown to the Hogs. 
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A Full and True Account 
OI HE 
Fought laſt FR I D A 7, &c. 
\ y 2! Records of Time, will * Riches produ- 
find it remarked, that ceth Prile ; 


War is the Child of Pri le, and Prile the Pride is Wars 
Daugłter of Riches ; The former of Ground, Oc. 
which Aſſertions may be ſoon grant- Vid. Ephem. 
ed; but one cannot fo eafily ſubſcribe de Mary Clark, 
to the latter: For Pride is nearly re- opt. Edit. 


HO E VF R examines with due Circum- 
ſpecti on into the“ Annu- 


lated to Bezgary and Want, either by 
Father or Mother, and ſometimes by both: And to 


ſpeak naturally, it very ſeldom happens among Men 
to fall out, when all have enough: Invaſions uſually 


travelling from North to South, that is to fay, from 


Poverty upon Plenty. The moſt antient and natural 


Grounds of Quarrels, are Luſi and Avarice ; which 


tho' we may allow to be Brethren or collateral Bran - 
ches of Pride, are certainly the Iflics o Want. For 
to ſpeak in the Phrale of Writers upon the Politics, 
we may obſe ve in the Repub ick ot Dogs, (wnich in 
its Original fcems to be an Inftit.tion of the »142n; ) 
that the whole State 15 ever in the p; ofoundeſt Feace, 
after a full Meal; and that Civ. Broils arile among 
them, when it happens tor one great Zone to beicized 
in by ſome /ealing Dog, who cicner divides it among 
the Few, and chen it aus to an Oligarchy, or keeps it to 
himleit, and then it runs uy to. Granny. The tame 
Reaſoning alto, holds Place mont them, in thais 
K 2 Lyfe: 


gree or other, (whether Real, or in Opinion, which 


diſliking their preſent Station, ſent certain Ambaſſa- 
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Diſſenſions we behold upon a Turgeſcency in any 
of their Females. For the Right of Poſſeſſion lying 
in common ( it I. impoſſible to eſtabliſh a Pro- 
perty in ſo delicate a Caſe) Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
do ſo abound, that the whole Common-wealth of 
that Street, is reduced to a manifeſt State of War, of 
every Citi den againſt every Citizen ; till ſome One of 


more Courage, Conduct, or Fortune than the reſt, 


ſeizes and enjoys the Prize; Upon which, naturally 
ariſes Plenty of Heart-burning, and Envy, and Snarl- 
ing againſt the Happy Dog. Again, if we look upon 
any of theſe Republicks engaged in a Foreign War, 
either of Invaſion or Defence, we ſhall find the ſame 
Reafoning will ſerve, as to the Grounds and Occaſi- 
ons of each ; and that Poverty, Or Want, in ſome De- 


makes no Alteration in the Caſe ) has a great Share, if 
as well as Pride, on the Part of the Aggreſſor. P. 


Now, whoever will pleaſe to take this Scheme, and th 
either reduce or adapt it to an Intellectual State, or co 
Common- wealth of Learning, will ſoon diſcover the T. 
firſt Ground of Diſa;reement between the two greit I Fo 
Parties at this Time in Arms; and may form juſt 
Conclufions upon the Merits of either Cauſe. But 
the Iſſue or Events of this War are not ſo eaſie to 
conjecture at: For the preſent qa" is fo enflamed 
by the warm Heads of either Faction, and the Preten- 
fions ſomewhere or other ſo exorbitant, as not to 
admit the leaſt Overtures of Accommodation: This 
2 firſt began (as I have heard it affirmed by an 
old Dweller in the Neighbourhood) about a ſfnal! 
Spot of Ground, lying and being upon one of the 
two Tops of the Hill Parnaſſus; the higheſt and larg- 
eſt of which had it ſeems, time out of Mind, in 
quiet Poſſeſſion of certain Tenants, call'd the Antienti; 
And the other was held by the Moderns. But theſe 


dors to the Antients, complaining of a great Nuiſſance, 
how the Height of that Part of Parnaſſus, quite * en 
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ed the Proſpect of theirs, eſpecially towar is the Eaſt ; 
and therefore, to avoid a War, offered them the 
Choice of this Alternative; either that the Antients 
would pleaſe to remove themſelves and their Effects 
down to the lower Summit, which the Moderns would 
graciouſly ſurrender to them, and adyance in their 
Place; or elle, that the ſaid Antients will give leave 
to the Moderns to come with Shovels and Mattocks, 
and level the ſaid Hill, as low as they ſhall think it 
convenient. To which the Antients made Anſwer; 
How little they expected ſuch a Meſſage as this from 
2 Colony, whom they had admitted out of their 
own Free Grace, to ſo near a Neighbourhood. That 
as to their own Seat, they were Aborigines of it, and 
therefore to talk with them of a Removal or Surren- 
der, was a Language they did not underſtand: That 
if the Height of the Hill on their fide, ſhortned the 
Proſpect of the Moderns, it was a Diſadvantage they 
could not help, but defired them to conſider, whe- 
ther that Injury ( if it be any) were not largely re- 
compenced by the Shade and Shelter it affarded them. 
That as to levelling or dizeing down, it was either 
\t © Folly or Ignorance to propor it, if they did, or did 
& not know, how that fide of the Hill was an entire 
ut Y Rock, which would break their Tools and Hearts; 
to without any Damage to it ſelf. That they would 
ed therefore adviſe the Moderns, rather to raiſe their own 
en- fide of the Hill, than dream of pulling down that of 
to the Antients, to the former of which they would not 
his only give Licence, but alſo largely contribute. All 
r an this was rejected by the Moderns, with much Indigna- 
nall tion, who ſtill inſiſted upon one of the two Expedi- 
the ents; And ſo this Difference broke out into a long 
arg- and obſtinate War, maintained on the one Part by 

in Reſolution, and by the Courage of certain Leaders 
and Allies; but on the other, by the greatneſs of their 
Number, upon all Defeats, affording continual Re- 
cruits, In this Quarrel, whole Rivulets of Ink have 
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i- enormouſly augmented. Now it mult here be under- 
"dota Xn. =" "flood 


been exhauſted, and the Virulence of both Parties” 
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ſtood, that Ink is the great miſſive Weapon. i" all 
Battels of the Learned. which convey'd thro' a fort of 
Engine, call'd a Quill, infinite Numbers of theſe are 
darted at the Enemy, by the Valiant on each de, 
with equal Skill and Violence, as if it were an En- 
gagement of Porcupines, This ma!i?nant Liquor was 
compounded by tne Engineer, who invented it, of 
two Ingredients, which are Gall and Copperas, by its 
Bitterneſs and Venom, to Suit in ſome Degree, as 
well as to Foment the Genius of the Combatants. 
And as the Grectans, after an Engagement, when they 
could not agree about the Victory, were wont to [ct 
up Trophies on both ſides, the beaten Party being 
content to be at the ſame Expence, to keep it ſelf in 
Countenance (A laudable and antient Cuſtom, hap- 
pily revived of late, in the Art of War) ſo the Learn- 
el, aſter a ſharp and bloody Diſpute, do on both fides 
hang out their Trophies too, which ever comes by 
the worſt, Theſe Trophies have largely inſcribed 
on them the Merits of the Cauſe; a {ull impartial 
Account of ſuch a Battel, and how the Victory fell 
clearly to the Party that ſet them up. They are 
known to the World under ſeveral Names; As, Di{- 
putes, Arguments, Rejoynders, Brief Conſiderations, An- 
wers, Replyes, Remarks, Reflex ions, Object ions, Conjutations. 
For a very few Days they are fixt up in all Publick 
Places, either by themſelves or their 
Repreſentatives, for Paſſengers to + Their Title- 
gaze at : From whence the chiefelt Pages. 
and largeſt are removed to certain 
Magazines, they call, Librarics, there to remain ina 
Quarter purpoſely aſſign d them, and from thence- 
torth, begin to be called, Books of Controverſie. | 
In theſe Books, is wondertuily inſtilled and pre- 
{erved, the Spirit of each Warrier, while he is alive; 
and after his Death, his Soul tranſmigrates there, to 
inform them. This at leaſt, is the more common O. 
pinion; But I believe, it is with Libraries, as with 
bother Cemeteries, where ſome Philoſophers affirm, 
that a certain Spirit, which they call, Brutum Honztaii, 
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hovers over the Monument, till the Body is corrupt2d 
and turns to Duſt, or to Worms ; but then vaniſhes or 
diſſolves : So we may ſay, a reſtleſs Spirit haunts o- 
ver every Book, till Duft or Forms have ſeized upon it; 
which to ſome, may happen in a ſew Days, but to 
others later. Ard therefore, Books of Controverſie, 
being of all others, haunted by the moſt diſorderly 
Spirits, have always been confined in a ſeparate Lodee 
from the reſt ; and for fear of mutual Violence a ainſt 
each other, it was chought Prudent by our Anceſtors, 
to bind them to the Peace with ſtrong Iron Chains. 
Of which Invention, the original Occaſion was this: 
When the Works of Scotus firſt came out, they were 
carried to a certain great Library, and had Lodgings 
appointed them: But this Author was no ſooner 
ſettled, than he went t > viſit his Maſter Ariſtotle, and 
there both concerted together to feize Plato by main 
Force, and turn him out from his antient Station 
among the Divines. where he had peaceably dwelt 
near Eight Hundred Years. The Attempt ſucceeded, 
and the two Uſurpers have reigned ever ſince in his 
ſtead : But to maintain Quiet tor the future, it was 
decreed, that all Polemick of the larger Size, ſhould 
be held faſt with a Chain. 

By this Expedient, the publick Peace of Libraries, 
might certai ly have been preſerved, if a new Spe- 
cies of controverſial Books had not aroſe of late 
Years, inſtinct with a moſt malignant Spirit, from 
the War above-mentioned, between the Learned, about 
the higher Summity of Parnaſſus. 

When theſe Books were firſt admitted into the 
Publick Libraries, I remember to have ſaid upon Occa- 
ſion, to ſeveral Perſons concerned, how I was ſure, 
they would create Broils where-ever they came, unleis 
a World of Care were taken; And therefore, I ad iſ- 
ed, that the Champions of each fide ſhould be coupled 
together, or otherwiſe mixt that like the blending of 
contrary Poiſons, their Malignity might be employ d 
among themſelves. And it feems, I was neither an 1H 


Prophet, nor an ill Counſellor; for it was nothing elſe 
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but the Neglect of this Caution, which gave Occ>fion 
to the terrible Fight that happened on Fi lay laſt be- 
tween the Ant iem and Molern Books in the King's Library. 
Now, becauſe the Talk ofthisBattel is ſo freſh in ever 
body's Mouth, and the Expectation of the Town ſo 
great to be informed in the Particulars; I, being poſ- 
ſeſſed of all Qualifications requiſite in an Hiſto- 
rien, and retained by neither Party; have reſolv- 
ed to comply with the urgent Importunity of my 
Friends, by writing down a full impartial Account 
thereof. | | 
The Guardian of the Regal Library, a Perſon of 
great Valor, but chiefly renowned for his Humanity, 
had been e fierce Champion for the Molerns, and in an 
Engagement upon Parnaſſus, had vowed, with his own 
Hands, to knogk down two of the Antient Chiefs, who 
puarded a ſmall Paſs on the ſuperior Rock; but en- 
eayouring to climb up, was cruelly obſtructed by his 
own unhappy Weight, and tendency towards his Cen- 
ter; a Quality, to which, thoſe of the Modern Party, 
are extream ſubjcct; For, being light-headed, they have 
in Speculation, a wonderful Agility, and conceive 
nothing too high for them to mount; but in reducing 
to Practice, diſcover a mighty Preſſure about their 
Poſteriors and their Heels. Having thus failed in his 
Deſign, the diſappointed Champion bore a cruel Ran- 
cour to the Antients, which he reſolved to gratifie. by 
ſhewing all Marks of his Favor to the Books of their 
Adverfaries}and lodging them in the faireſt Apart- 
ments; when at the ſame time, whatever Book had the 
Boldneſs to own it ſelf for an Advocate of the Antients, 
was buried alive in ſome obſcure Corner, and threatn- 
ed upon the leaſt Diſpleaſure, tobe turned out of Doors. 
Befides, it ſo happened, that about this time, their was a 
ſtrange Confuſion of Place among all the Books in the 
Library; for which ſeveral Reaſons were aſſigned. 
Some imputed it to a great Heap of [earned Duſt, which 
a perverie wind blewoff from a Shelf of Moderns, into 
the Keeper's Eyes. Others affirmed, He had a Humor to 
pick the Worms out of the Schoolmen, and ſwallow hap 
6 4 , C . r 
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freſh and faſting, whereof ſome fell upon his Spleen, 
and ſome climbed up into his Head, to the great Per- 
turbation of both. And laſtly, others maintained that 
by walking much in the dark about the Library: he had 

uite loſt the Situation of it out of his Head; And 
therefore, in replacing his Books, he was apt to miſtake, 
and clap des Cartes next to Ariſtotle; Poor Plato had got 
between Hobs and the Seven Wiſe Maſters, and Virgil was 
hemm'd in with Dryden on one fide, and Withers on 
the other. 

Mean while, thoſe Books that were Adyocates for 
the Molerns, choſe out one from among them, to make 
a Progreſs thro' the whole Library, examine the Num- 
ber and Strength of their Party, and concert their 
Affairs. This Meſſenger performed all things very 
induſtriouſly, and brought back with him a Liſt of their 
Forces, in all Fifty Thouſand, conſiſting chiefly of light 
Horſe, hea vy- armed Foot, and Mercenaries; Whereof the 
Fot were in general but ſorrily armed, and worſe clad; 
Their Horſes large, but extreamly out of Caſe and 
Heart; However, ſome few by trading among the 
Antients, had furnifht themſelves tolerably enogh. 

While Things were in this Ferment; Diſcord grew 
extreamly high, hot Words paſſed on both ſides, and 
ill Blood was plentifully bred. Here a ſolitary An- 
tient, ſqueez'd up among a whole Shelf of Moderns, 
offered fairly to diſpute the Caſe, and to prove by 
manifeſt Reaſons, that the Priority was due to them, 
from long Poſſeſhon, and jn regard of their Prudence, 
Antiquity, and above all, their great Merits to- 
wards the Moderns. But theſe denied the Premiles, 
and ſeemed very much to wonder, how the Antiens 
could pretend to infift upon their Antiquity, when 
it was fo plain (if they went to that) that the Mo- 
derns were much the more * Antient 
of the two. As for any Obliga- According to 
tions they owed to the Antients, the Modern Pa- 
they renounced them all. Id true radox. | 
ſaid they, we are informed, ſome few 3 
uf our Porty bave ren 6 mean vie Ber ayes 
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from Jou; But the reſt, infinitely the greater Number ( and 


eſpecially, we French an! En liſn) were ſo far from ſtoop- 
ing to ſo baſe an Example, that there never paſſed, till 15 
very hour, fer Words between us. For our Horſes are of 
our own breeling, our Arms of our own forging, and our 
Cloaths of our own cutting out and ſowing. Plato was 
by chance upon the next Shelf, and oblerving thoſe 
that ſpoke to be in the ragged Pli-ht, mentioned a 
while ago ; their Fades Jean and foundred, their 
Weapons of rotten Wood, their Armor ruſty, and no- 
thing but Raggs underneath ; he laughed aloud, and 
= his pleaſant way, ſwore, By G----, he believd 
them. 

Now, the Moderns had not proceeded in their late 
Negotiation, with Secrecy enough to eſcape the Notice 
of the Enemy. Fcr, thoſe Advocates, who had begun 
the Quarre], by ſetting firſt on Foot the Diſpute of 
Precedency, talkt ſo loud of coming to a Battel, that 
Temple happened to over-hear them, and gave immediate 
Intelligence to the Antients; who there-upon drew up 
their ſcattered Troops together, re'olving to act upon 
the defenſive; Upon which, ſeveral of the Molerns fled 
over to their Party, and among the reſt, Temple him- 
ſelf. This Temple having bten educated and long con- 
verſed among the Antients, was, of all the Mo lerns, their 
greateſt Favorite, and became their greateſt Champion. 

Things were at this Crifis, when a material Accid- 
ent fell out For, upon the higheſt Corner of a large 
Window, there dwelt a certain Spider, ſwollen up to 
the firſt Magnitude, by the Deſtruction of infinite 
Numbers of Nies, whoſe Spoils lay ſcattered before 
the Gates of his Palace, like human Bones before the 
Cave of ſome Giant. The Avenues to his Caſtle were 
guarded with Turn- pikes, and Paliſſadoes, all after the 
Modern way of Fortification. After you had paſſed ſe- 
veral Courts, you came to the Center, wherein you 
might behold the Conſtable himſelt in his own Lodg- 
ings, which had Windows fronting to each Avenue, 
and Ports to ſally out upon all Occaſions of Prey or 
Defence, In this Manſion, he had for ſome Time dwelt 
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in Peace and Plenty, without Danger to his Perſon by 
Swallows from above, or to his Palace by Prooms from 
below: When it was the Pleaſure of Fortune to con- 
duct thither a wandring Bee, to whoſe Curioſity a 
broken Pane in the Glaſs had diſcovered it ſelf; and 
in he vent; where expatiating a while, he at laſt hap- 
pened to alight upon one of the outward Walls of the 
Spider Cittadel; which yielding to the unequal 
Weight, ſunk down to the very Foundation. Thrice 
he endeavoured to force his Paſſage, and Thrice the 
Center ſhook. The Spi ler within, feeling the terrible 
Convulſion, ſuppoſed at firſt, that Nature was appro- 
aching to her final Diſſolution; or elſe, that Bee/zebub 
with all his Legions, was come to revenge the Death 
of many thouſands of his Subjects, whom this Enemy 
had ſlain and devoured. However, he at ength valiant- 
ly refolved to iſſue forth, and meet his Fate. Mean 
while, the Bee had acquitred himſelf of his Toils, and 
poſted ſec rely at ſome diſtance, was employed in 
cleanſmg his Wings, and diſengaging them from the 
ragged Remnants of the Cobweb. By this Time the 
Spider was adventured out, when beholding the 
haſms, and Ruins, and Dilapidations ot his Fortrels, 
he was very near at his Wit's end, he ſtormed and 
iwore like a Mad man, and ſwelled till he was ready 
to burſt. At length, caſting his Eye upon the Bee and 
witely gathering Cauſes trom Events, (tor they knew 
each other by Sight) A Plague ſplit you, ſaid he, for 4 
giddy Son of a Whore, It is you, with 4 Vengeance, that have 
made this Litter here? Could you not 1ook before you, and be 
d nd? Doyouthink I have nothing elſe to .'0 ( in the 
Devil's Name) but to Mind ani Repair after your Arſe? 
004 HF 5 d the ( having now pruned 
him-elt, and being diſpoſed to drole 1// gice you my 
Hani and Word to come near your Nenne no more; I was 
never in ſuch a confounded Pickle fince I was born. Sirrah, 
xeplyed the Spider, if it were not for breaking an old cuſtom 
in our Family, never io ſtir abroz1 againſt an Enemy, I ſhould 
came and teach you better Manners. 1 pray, have Patience, 
land the Bee, or you will ſpend your Subſtance, and for _y_ 
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T ſee, you may ſtan.i in need of it all, towards the Repair, of 
your Houſe. Rogue, Rogue, replyed the Spider, yet methinks, 
you ſhould have more Reſpect to a Perſon, whom all the Worl4 
allows to be ſo much your Betters, By my Troth, ſaid the Bee, 
the Compariſon will amount to a very goo1 Feſt, and you wil! 
do me 4 Fa-our, to let me know the Reaſons, that all the 
World is pleaſed to uſe in ſo 175 4 Diſpute. At this, the 
Spider having ſwelled himſelf into the Size and Poſture 
of a Diſputant, began his Argument in the true Spirit 
of Controverſy, with a Reſolution to be heartily 
ſcurrilous and angry, to urge on his own Reaſons, 
without the leaſt Regard to the Anſwers or Objections 
of his W ene fully predetermined in his Mind 
againſt a ; N faid he, by the N 
Not to difparage my ſelf, ſaid he, ari ſon wi 
ſuch a Raſcal; What art thou but a n | 
or Homme, without Stock or Inheritance? Born to no Poſſeſſion | 
of your own, but a Pair of Wings, an l a Drone Pipe, Tour 
Livelibes1 is an univerſal Plunder upon Nature; a Freebooter ( 
over Fiel1s and Gardens; and for the ſake of Stealing, will ; 
rob 4 Nettle as readily as a Violet. Whereas I am a domeſtick \ 
Animal, furniſh: with a native Stock within my (elf. This t 


large Caſtle (to ſhew my Improvements in the Mathematicks ) c 

is all built with my own Hands, and the Materials extrafte{ Ii 

altogether out of my own Perſon. < 
I am glad, anſwered the Bee, to hear you grant at leaſt, 


that I am come honeſtly by my Wings and my Voice, for then, ſi 

it ſeems, I am oblige1 to Heaven alone for my Flights and my te 

Muſick ;, and Proc1 lence would never have beſtowed two ſuch h: 

q Gifts, without deſigning them for the nobleſt Enls. I wvifit, hs 
| indeed, all the Flowers and Bloſſoms of the Field ani the M, 
Garden, but whatever I collect from thence, enriches my ſelf, W. 

without the leaſt Injury to their Beauty, their Smell, or their hi. 


Taſte. Now, for you and your Skill in Architecture, ant ed 
1 other Mathematicks, { have little to ſay: In that —_— der 
| of yours, there might, for ought I know, have been Labor to 
methd enough, but by woful Experience for us both, tis tos Be, 
plain, the Materials are naught, and I hope, you will hendce- ga 
forth take Warning, and conſider Duration and matter, 4 wh 
well a1 method and Ar. Tow, boaſt, inJecl, of being obiged | all 
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10 no other Creature. but of drawing, and ſpinning out a! 
from your felf That 15 te ſay, if we may judge of the Liquor in 
the Veſſel by what iſſues out, Tou poſſeſs a good plentif-1 Store 
of Dirt and Poiſon in your Breaſt ; And tho I would by no 
means, leſſen or diſparage your pane Stock of either, yet, [ 
doubt, you are ſomewhat oblige. for an Encreaſe of both, to a 
little forein Aſſiftance. Tour inherent Portion of Dirt, does nor 
fail of Acquiſitions, by Sweepings exhaled from below: And 
one Inſect furniſhes you with a ſhare of Poiſon to deſtroy another. 
So that in ſbort, the Queſtion comes all to this ? Whether is the 
nobler Being of the two, That which by a lazy Contemplation 
of four Inches roun1; by an over weening Pride, which feeding 
and engen.ring on it ſelf turns all into Excrement and Venom; 
producing nothing at all, but Fly-bane and 4 Cobweb : Or 
That, which, by an untverjal Range, with long ſearch, much 
Stud) true Fudgment, and Diſtinction of Things, brings 
home Honey and Wax. 

THIS Diſpute was managed with ſuch Eagerneſs, 
Clamor, and Warmth, that the two Parties of Books in 
Arms be ow, ſtood Silent a while, waiting in Suſpenſe 
what would be the Iſſue; which was not long unde- 
termined: For the Bee grown impatient at ſo much loſs 
of Time, fled ſtrait away to a Bed of Roſes, without 
looking for a Reply; and left the Spider like an Orator, 
co/leFe1 in himſelf, and juſt prepared to burſt out 

IT happened upon this RO, thet A broke 
filence firſt. He had been ot late mo 8 trea- 
ted by a ſtrange Effect of the Regent's Humanity, who 
had tore off his Title-page, ſorely defaced one half of 
his Leaves, and chained him faſt among a Shelf of 
Moderns. Where ſoon diſcovering how high the Quarrel 
was like to proceed, He tried all his Arts, and turned 
himſelf to a thouſand Forms: At length in the borrow- 
ed Shape of an Afi, the Regent miſtook Him for a Mo- 
dern; by which means, he had Time and Opportunity 
to eſcape to the Anzienrs, juſt when the Spiller and the 
Bee were entring into their Conteſt; to which He 
gave His Attention with a World of Pleaſure; and 
When it was ended, ſwore in the loudeſt Key, that in 
all his Elfe, he had neyer known two Caſes ſo parallel 

os be K "= 
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and adapt to cach other, as That in the Window, and 
this upon the Shelves. The Diſputants, f id he. ha e ad- 
mirably manage the Diſpute between them, have taken in 
the fu'l Strengt) of all that is to be ſaid on both fades, and 
exhauſted the 3 of every Argument pro and con. 
Tt is but to a ljuſt the Reaſonings of both to the preſent Quarrel, 
then to compare and apply the Labors an Fruits of each, as 
the Bee has learnediy delucel them; and we ſhall find the 
Concluſion fall plain and cloſe upon the Moderns ant Us. 
Fer, fray Gentlemen, was ever any thing ſo Modern as the 
Spider in his Air, his Turns, ant his Para 'oxes ? He argues 
in the Behalf of You his Brethren. and Himſelf, with many 
Boaſtings of his native Stock, and great Genius ; that he 
Spins and opus wholly from himſelf, an ſcerns to own any 
0 25 cr Aſſiſtance ſrom without. Then he dijplays to 
you his great Sill in Architecture, and Improvement in the 
mathematicks. To all this, the Bee, as an Advocate, retained 
by us the Antients, thinks fit to Anſwer ; That if one may 
ju ge of the great Genius or Inventions of the Moderns, 
by what they have produced, you will hardly have Countena- 
nce to bear you cut in boaſting of either. Erect your Schemes 
with as much Methol and Skill as you pleaſe, yet, if the 
materials be nothing but Dirt ſpun out of your own Entrails 
(the Guts of Modern Erains ) the Edifice will conclu e at 
laſt in a Cobweb: The Duration of which, like that of other 
Spiders Webs, may be impute to their being forgotten, cr 
reglectel, er hid in à Corner. For any Thing elſe of Genuine, 
that the Moderns may tretend to, I cannot recollect; unle!s 
it be a large Vein of Wrangling and Saur, much of a Nature 
and Subſtance with the Spider's Poiſon ; which, however 
they pretend to ſpit wholly out of nes, Is improved by 
the ſame Arts, by feeling upon the Inſects and Vermin of 
the Age. As for Us, be Antients. Ve are content with the 
Bee, 10 pretend 10 Nothing of our own, beyond our M ings and 
eur Voice, that is 10 ſay, our Flights and our Language; 
For the reſt, whatever we hate got, has been by infinite Labor, 
and ſearch, an ranging thro every Corner of Nature: The 
Difference is, that inſtead of Dirt and Poiſon, we have ra- 
ther choſe to fill our Hives with Honey and Wax, thus furniſh- 
ing Mankind with the two Nobleſt of Things, which are 
Sweetnels and Light. Tis 
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Tis wonderful to corceive the T-:mult ariſen 
amorig the Books. upon the Cloſe of this long Deſcant 
of Zſop ; Both Parties took the Hint, and heightened 
their Animoſities ſo on a ſudden, that they reſolved 
it ſhould cowe to a Battel. Immediately. the two 
main Bodie: withdr-w under their ſeveral Enfigns, 
to the further Parts of the Library, and there entred 
into Cabals, and conſul s upon the preſent Emergen- 
cy. The Molerns were in very warm Debates upon the 
Choice of their Leaders, and nothing leſs than the 
Fear impending from their Enemies, could have 
kept them from mutinies upon this Occaſion. 
The Difference was greateſt among the Here, where 
every private Trooper pretended to the chief Command; 
from Taſſa and Milton, to Dryden and Withers The Light - 
Horſe were Commanded by Cowly, and Deſpreaux. There, 


* 


came the Bommen under their valiant Leaders, Des-Cartes, 


Gaſſen i, and Hobbes, whoſe Strength was ſuch, that 
they could ſhoot their Arrows beyond the Atmoſphere, 
never to fall down again, but turn like that of Evander, 
into Meteors, or like the Canon- ball into Stars. Parace!ſus 
brought a Saua ron o Stink Pot Flingers from the ſnowy 
Mountains of Rbætia. There, came a vaſt Body of 
Dragoons, of different Nations, under the leading of 
Harvey, their great Aga: Part armed with Scythes, the 
Weapons of Death; Part with Launcei and long Knives, 
all ſteept in Poiſon ; Part ſhot Bullets of a moſt malignant 
Nature, and uſed white Powder which infallibly killed 


without Report. There, came ſeveral Bodies of hea: y- 


arme Foot, all Mer-enarizs, un er the Enſigns of Guiccar- 
dine, Da. ila, Polydore Virgil, Buchanan, Mariana, Camb.en, 
and others. The Engineers were commanded by Regio- 
montanus and Wilkins. The reſt werea confuſed Mul- 
titude, led by Scorus, Aquinas, and Bellarmine; of migh- 
ty Bulk and Stature, but without either Arms, Cou- 
rage, or Diſcipline. In the laſt Place, came infinite 
Swarms of Calones, a dijorderly Rout led by Leſtrange ; 
Rogues and Raggamuffins, that follow the Camp 
for nothing but the Plunder ; All without Coars to 
cover them. 


T he Army of the Antienis was much fewer in N * 
: | | er 


F 
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— Homer led the Horſe, and Pinder the Ligbt-Horſe; 
Eucli i was chief Engineer: Plato and Ariſtotſe command- 
ed the Bom men, Herodotus and Livy the Foot, Hippocrates 


the Dragoons. The Allies led by Voſſius, and Temple brought 
up the Rear. 


All things violently tending to a deciſive Battel ; 
Fame, who much frequented, and had a large Apart- 
ment formerly aſſigned her in the Regal Library, fled 
up ſtrait to Fupiter, to whom ſhe delivered a faithful 
Account of all that paſſed between the two Parties 
below. (For among the Gods, ſhe wt; tells Truth) 
Fove in great Concern, convokes a Council in the 
Milky Way. The Senate aſſembled, he declares the Occa- 
fion of convening them ; a bloody Battel juſt impend- 
ent between two mighty Armies of Antient and Modern 
Creatures, call'd Books, wherein the Celeſtial Intereſt 
was but too neghy concerned. Momus, the Patron of 
the Molerns, made an Excellent h in their Favour, 
which was an{wered by Pallas the Protectreſs of the 
Antients. The Aſſembly was divided in their Affect- 
ions; when Fupiter commanded the Book of Fate to 
be laid before Him. Immediately were brought by 
Mercury, three large Volumes in Folio, containing 
Memoirs of all Things paſt, preſent, and to come. The 
Claſps were of Silver, double guilt; the Covers, of 
Celeſtial Turky leather, and the Paper, ſuch as here 
on Earth might almoſt paſs for Vellum, Jupiter having 
filently read the Decree, would communicate the Im- 
port to none, but prefently ſhut up the Book. 


Without the Doors of this Aſſembly, there attended 
2 vaſt Number of light, nimble Gods,menial Servants 
to Fupiter: Theſe are his miniſtring Inſtruments in 
all Affairs below. They travel in a Caravan, more or 
Cc. r 
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of Gally-ſlaves by a light Chain, which paſſes from 
them to Jupiter s great Toe: And yet in receiving or 
delivering a Meſſage, they may never approach above 
the loweſt ſtep of his Throne, where he and they 
whiſper to each other thro* a long hollow Trunk. 
Theſe Deities are call'd by Mortal Men, Accidents or E- 
vents z but the Gods call them, Second Cauſes, Fupiter 
having delivered his Meſſage to a certain Number of 
theſe Divinities, they flew immediately down to the 
Pinnacle of Rega! Library, and conſulting a few 
Minutes, entered unſeen, and diſpoſed the Parties ac-, 
cording to their Orders. 


MEAN while, Momus tearing the worſt, and calling 
to mind an antient Prophecy, which bore no very 
good Face to his Children the Moderns; hent his 
Flight to the Region of a malignant Deity, called, 
. Criticiſm. She dwelt on the Top of a Snowy Moun- 
j tain in Nova Zembla ; there Momus found her ex- 
„ tended in her Den, upon the Spoils of numberleſs 
- Volumes half devoured. At her Right Hand fat 
- ignorance, her Father and her Husband, blind with 
O Yage; at her left Pride her Mother, dreſſing her 
Y Yup in the Scraps of Paper her ſelf had torn. There 
vas Opinion her Siſter, light of. Foot, hoodwinkt, an 
ne headſtrong, yet giddy and perpetully turning. A- 
of About her played her Children, Noiſe and Impudence, 
Te bDuineſ and Vanity, Poſitiveneſt, Pedantry and Ill-Manners. 
NB YThe Goddeſs her ſelf had Claws like a Cat; Her 
m- JHead, and Ears, and Voice, reſembled thoſe of an Als; 

Her Teeth fallen out before; Her Eyes turned inward, 
Wl i if ſhe look't upon her ſelf: Her Diet was the 
pee Poverflowing of her own Gall: Her Spleen was ſo 
large, as to ſtand prominent like a Dug of the firſt 
Rate, nor wanted Excreſcencies in form of Teats, at 
rhich a Crew of ugly Monſters were greedily ſuek- 
ng; and, what is wonderful to conceive, the Bulk 
t Spleen encreaſed faſter than the Sucking could 
iminiſh it. Goddeſs, ſaid Momus, can you fit idly 
here, while our devout W orſhippers, the Moderns, 
are this Minute entring into a cruel Battel, and per- 

L 
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© haps, now lying under the Swords of their Enemies; 
© Who then hereafter, will ever ſacrifice, or build 
© Altars to our Divinities > Haſte therefore to the 
< Britiſþ Iſle, and if poſlible, prevent their Deſtructi- 
© on, while I make Factions among the Gods, and gain 


© them over to our Party. 


MOMTUS having thus delivered himſelf ſtaid not 
for an Anſwer, but left the Goddeſs to her own Re- | 
ſentments; Up ſhe role in a Rage, and as it is the | 
Form upon {ſuch Occaſions, began a Soliloquy. Tis | 

„ (ſaid ſhe) who give Wiſdom to Intants and Idiots; ] 
© By Me, Children grow wiſer than their Parents. By 1 
© Me, Beaux become Politicians, and School-Boys ( 
© Judges of Philolophy. By Me, Sophiſters debate, FE 
© and conclude upon the Depths of Knowledge; and t 
Coffee houſe Wits inſtinct by me, can correct an I 
© Author's Style, and diſplay his minuteſt Errors, te 
< without underſtanding a Syllable of his Matter or 8 
© his Language. By Me, Striplings ſpend their Judg- C 
© ment, as they do their Eſtate, before it comes into in 
their Hands. Tis I, who have depoſed Wit and bo 

# © Knowledge from their Empire over Poetry, and ad- rei 
© vanced my ſelf in their ſtead, And ſhall a few up- De 

1 © ſtart Ancients dare to oppoſe me?—— gut come, | H. 
i my aged Parents, and you, my Children deatz, and | o 
„ thou my beauteous Siſter; let us aſcend my Chariot, I dic 

AZ © and haſte to aſſiſt our devout Aſoderns, who are now on 


| * facrificing to us a Hecatomb, as I perceive by that anc 
| © grateiu] Smel', which from thence reaches my No- dea 
F * ſtrils, Go 
preſ 


| THE Goddeſs and her Train having mounted the 540 
| | Chariot, which was drwan by tame Geeſe, flew over atel) 

infinte Regions, ſhedding her Influence in due Places, I Mo; 
till at length, ſhe arrived at her beloved Ifland of inv 
Erituin 4 but in hovering over its Metropolis, what I his! 
| Bleſlings did ſhe not Jet fall upon her Seminaries oi I fort 
) Greſham and Covent Garden > And now ſhe reached I ſhe 
the tatal Plain of St. Fames's Library, at what time I Daun. 
? the two Armies were upon the Point to engage ; all E 
1 where 


- 
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Where entring with all her Caravan, unſeen, and 
landing upon a Caſe of Shelves, now deſart, but once 
inhabited by a Colony of Yirtuoſo's, ſhe ſtaid a while 
to obſerve the Poſture of both Armies. 


B UT here, the tender Cares of a Mother began to 
fill her Thoughts, and move in her Breaſt. For at 
the Head of a Troop of Modern Bow-men, ſhe caſt 
her eyes upon her Son Watt n; to whom the 
Fates had aſſigned a very ſhort Thread. tt n, 
a young Hero, whom an unknown Father of mortal 
Race, begot by ſtolen Embraces with this Goddeſs. 
He was the Darling of his Mother, above all her 
Children, and ſhe reſolved to go and @@mfort Him. 

But firſt, according to the good old Cuſtom of Dei- 
i ties, the caſt about to change her Shape; for fear the 


1 Divinity of her Countenance might dazzle his mor- 
„aal Sight, and over-charge the reſt of his Senſes, 
r She therefore gathered up her Perlon into an Ofavos 


- £ Compaſs: her Body grew white, and arid, and ſplit 
in Pieces with Drineſs; the thick turned into Paſt- 
board, and the thin into Paper, upon which, her Pa- 
d- rents and Children, artfully ſtrowed a black Juice, or 
Decoction of Gall and Soot, in form of Letters; her 

ne, © Head, and Voice, and Spleen kept their Primitive 
nd Form, and that which before was a Cover of Skin, 
ot, I did ſtill continue fo. In which Guile, the march'd 
OW on towards the Modern, undiſtinguithable, in Shape 
hat and Dreſs from the Divine B- -=, tt n's 
No- deareſt Friend. Brave W — ttt n, ſaid the 
Goddeſs, Why do our Troops fand idle here, to ſpend their 

preſent Vigour, and Opportunity of the Day > Away, let us 

the haſte 0 the Gencrals, and my to give the Onſet immedi- 
ver I ately. Having {poke thus, the took the uglieſt of her 
ces, | Monſters, full glutted -from her Spleen, and flung it 
inviſibly into his Mouth; which flying ſtrait up into 
hat I his Head, ſqueez d out his Eye-Balls, gave him a di- 
i} ſorted Look, and half overturned his Brain. Then 
lhe privately ordered two of her beloved Chridren, 
Duineſs and II- Manners, cloſely to attend his Perſon in 
all Encounters, Having thus accoutred him, ſhe va- 


Es niſhed 
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niſhed in a Miſt, and the Hero perceived it was the 

Goddeſs, his Mother. | 
THE deſtined Hovr of Fate, being now arrived, 
the Fight began : whereof, before I dare adventure 
to make a particular Deſciption, I muſt, after the Ex- 
ample of other Authors, petition for a hundred 
Tongues, and Mouths, and Hands, and Pens; which 
would all be too little to perform ſo immenſe a 
Work. Say, Goddeſs, that preſideſt over Hiſtory , 
who it was that firſt advanced in the Field of Battle. 
Paracelſus, at the Head of his Dragoons, obſerving 
Galen 1n the adverſe Wing, darted his Javelin with 
a mighty force, which the brave Antient received 
upon his Shield the Point breaking in the ſecond 


. r 
— 


Hic pauca 
leſunt, 
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They bore the wounded Aga, on their Shields to his 


Chariot R = 1 * * * 
* * * * „ 

— _ * & * * * * 
* * * *F X * 


* * * | 

THEN, Ariſtotle obſerving Bacon advance with a 
furious Mein, drew his Bow to the Head, and let fly 
his Arrow, which miſſed the valiant Modern, and 
went hizzing over his Head"; but Des-Cartes it hit: 
The Steel Point quickly found a Defect in his Head- 
piece; it pierced the Leather and the Paſtboard, and 
went in at his right Eye. The Torture of the Pain, 
whirled the valiant Bow-man round, till Death, like 
a Star of ſuperior Influence, drew him into his own 


Vortex „ F 
a > * * * * * * * 
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When Homer appeared at the Head of the Cavalry 


mounted on a furious Horſe, with difficulty managed 
by the Rider himſelf, but which no other Mortal durft 


approach; He rode among the Enemies Ranks, and 


bore down all before him. Say, Goddeſs, whom he 
ſlew firſt, and whom he flew laſt. Firſt ® Gondibert ad- 
vanced againſt Him, clad in heavy Armor, and 
mounted on a ftaid ſober Gelding, not ſo famed for 
his Speed & his Docility in kneeling, whenever his 
Rider would mount or alight. He had made a Vow 
to Pallas, that he would never leave the 

Field, till he had ſpoiled * Homer of his Vid. Homer, 
Armor; Madman, who had never once | 
leen the Wearer, nor underſtood his Strength. Him 
Homer overthrew, Horſe and Man to the Ground, 
there to be trampled and choak'd in the Dirt. Then 


with a long Spear, he ſlew Denham, a ſtout Modern, 


who from his Father's Side, derived his Lineage from 
Apollo, but his Mother was of mortal Race, He fell, 
and bit the Earth. The Celeſtial Part Apollo took, and 
made 1t a Star, but the Terreſtrial lay wallowing upon 
the Ground. Then Homer flew W--fl--y with a kick 
of his Horſe's heel; He took. Perrauit by mighty Force 
out of his Saddle, then hurl'd him at Fontenelle, with 
the ſame Blow, daſhing out both their Brains. 


ON the left Wing of the Horſe, Virgil appeared in 
ſhining Armor, compleatly fitted to his Body; He was 
mounted on a dapple grey Steed, the ſlowneſs of whole 
Pace, was an Effect of che higheſt Mettle and Vigour. He 
caſt his Eye on the adverſe Wing, with a defire to tind 
an Object worthy of his valour: When behold, upon 
a lorrel Gelding of a monſtrous Size, appeared a Foe, 
iſſuing from among the thickeſt of the Enemy's Squa- 
drons ; But his Speed was leſs than his Noiſe ; for his 
Horle, old and lean, ſpent the Dregs of his Strength 
in a high Trot, which tho' it made flow Advances, 
yet cauſed a lord Claſhing ot his Armor, terrible to 
hear. The two Cayaliers had now approach'd within 
the Throw of a Launce, when the Stranger deſired a 
Parley, and lifting up the Ward of his Helmet, a Face 

| L 3 | bard}y 
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hardly appeared from within, which after a pauſe, was 
known for that of the renowned Dryden. The brave 


Antient ſuddenly ſtarted, as one poſſeſs d with Surprize - 


and Diſappointment together : For, the Helmet was 
nine times too large for the Head, which appeared 
fituate far in the hinder Part, even like the Lady in 
a Lobſter, or dike a Mouſe under a Canopy of State, 
or like a ſhrivled Beau from within the Pent-houſe of 
a modern Perewig : And the Voice was fuited to the 
Viſage, ſounding weak and remote. Drydgn in a long 
Harangue foothed up the good Antiem, called him Fa- 
ther, and by a large deduction of Genealogies, made 
it plainly appear, that they were nearly related. Then 
he humbly propoſed an Exchange of Armor, as a laſt- 
ing Mark of Hoſpitality between them. Virgil con- 

ſented (for the Goddeſs Diffdence came 
1:1. Homer. unſeen, and caſt a Miſt before his eyes) 

tho' his was of Gold, and coſt a hun- 
d red Beeves, the others but of ruſty-Fron. However. 
11s glittering Armor became the ern yet worſe 
thin his Own, Then, they agreed to exchange Hor- 


tes; but when it came to the Trial, Dryden was afraid, 


and utterly unable to mount * * * * * * * 
* * * * 9 * * * * * 
rer Fr 3 * * * . 

Aa > Pepin, nh OLE ps 
& * * * * * + * * * 
. a - * Lucan appeared upon a fiery 
Horſe, of admirable Shape, but head-ſtrong, bearing the 
Rider where he liſt, over the Field ; he made a mighty 
Slaughter among the Enemy s Horſe; which Defiru- 
ction to ſtop, Bl--ckm--re, a famous Aſolern (but one 
or the Mercenaries) ſtrenuouſly oppoſed himſelf : and 
darted a Javelin, with a ſtrong Hand, which falling 
hort of its Mark, ſtruck deep in the Earth. Then 
Cucan threw a Lance; but Æſculapius came unſeen, and 
:urn'd off the Point. © Brave Molerm, ſaid Lucan, 1 
< perceive ſome God protects yon, for never did my 
Arm fo deceive me before; But, what Mortal can 
* contend with a God > Theretore, let us Fight no lon- 
ger, but preſent Gifts to each other. Lucan then be- 


- 


$A aa Eo „ 


5 * * * * 


"The BATTEL, Th 


ſtowed the Modern 4 pair of Spurs, and Bl--chm--re 
gave Lucan à Bridle. * a 31 X 
* * * * 


| 


N * Pauca deſunt. 
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Creech ; But , the Goddeſs Dulneſ took a Cloud, formed 
into the Shape of Horace, armed and mounted, and 
placed it in a flying Poſture before him. Glad was the 
Cavalier, to begin a Combat with a flying Foe, and 
purſued the Image, threatning loud; till at laſt, it led 
him to the peaceful Bower of his Father Ogleby, by 
whom he was diſarmed, and aſſigned to his Repoſe. 


THEN Pindar Slew „an , and Oldham, 
and — and Afra the Amazon, light of foot; never 
advancing in a direct Line, but wheeling with in- 
credible Agility and Force, he made 'a terrible 
Slaughter among the Enemies Light-Horſe. Him, 
when Cowley oblerved, his generous Heart burnt 
within him, and he advanced againſt the fierce An- 
tient, imitating his Addreſs, and Pace, and Carreer, 
as well as the Vigour of his Horſe, and his own 
Skill would allow. When the two Cavaliers had 
approach d within the length of three ſavelins; firſt 
Cowley threw a Lance, which miſs d Pindar, and paſ- 
ting into the Enemies Ranks, fell ineffectual to the 
Ground. Then Pindar darted a javelin ſo large and 
weighty, that ſcarce a dozen Cavaliers, as Cavaliers 
are in our degenerated Days, could raiſe it from the 
Ground: yet he threw it with eaſe, and it went by 
an unerring Hand, ſinging through the Air: Nor 
could the Modern have avoided preſent Death, if he 
had not luckily oppoſed the Shield that had been 
given him by Venus. And now both Heros drew 
their Swords, but the Modern was ſo aghaſt and 
diſordered, that he knew not where he was; his 
Shield dropt from his Hands ; thrice he fled, and 
thrice he could not eſcape; at laſt he turned, and 
lifting us his Hands, in the poſture of a Suppliant : 
God like Pindar, ſaid he, ſpare my Life, and poſſeſs 
* my Horſe, with theſe Arms; befides the Ranſom 
* which my Friends N when they hear I am 

| live 
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alive, and your Priſoner. Dog, ſaid Pindar, let 
your Ranſom ſtay with your Friends; but your 
Carcafs {hall be left for the Fowls of the Air and the 
< Beaſts of the Field. ith that he raiſed his Sword, 
and with a mighty ſtroak cleft the wretched Modern 
in twain, the Sword purſued the blow; and one 
kalf lay panting-on the Ground, to be trod in pieces 
by the Horſes Feet, the other half was born by the 
frighted Steed through the Field. This Venus took, 
and waſhed it ſeven times in Ambrofia, then ſtruck 
it thrice with a Sprig of Amarantz upon which the 
Leather grew round and ſoft, and the Leaves turned 
into Feathers, and being gilded before continued 
gilded ſtill; ſo it became a Dove, and ſhe harneſſed 
| to her Garner. '* 
Hiatus valde * 1 - 5 F 
deflenius in MS. p e 7 * 7 


— 


n D A Y being far ſpent, and the numerous Forces of 
| | the Moderns half inclining to 
The Epiſode of a Retreat, there iſſued forth We 

j | Z——ntl—y and a Squadron of their heavy armed 
1 . ood Foot, a Captain, whoſe Name 
| was B nt /); in per- 

ion. the moſt deformed of all the Moderns; Tall, but 

«ithout Shape or Comelineſs; Large, but without 

Strength or Proportion. His Armour was patched 

up of a Thouſand incoherent Pieces; and the found 
| of it as he marched, was loud and dry, like that 
| made by the fall of a Sheet of Lead, which an Ete- 


!tome Steeple. His Helmet was of old ruſty Iron, 
but the Vizard was Braſs, which tainted by his 
Breath, corrupted into Copperas, nor wanted Gall, 
from the fame Fountain; fo that whenever provoked 


malignant Nature, was ſeen to diſtil from his Lips. 
In his right Hand he graſp'd a Flail, and (that he 
might never be unprovided of an offenſive Weapon) 
a Feel full of Ordure in his leit: Thus, comp 2 5 

* 


fan Wind blows ſuddenly down from the Roof of 


by Anger or Labor, an atramentous Quality, of moſt 
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ly arm d, he advanced with a flow and heavy Pace, 
where the Modern Chiefs were holding a Conſult 
upon the Sum of things ; who, as he came onwar 
laugh'd to behold his crboked Leg and hump Shoul- 
der, which his Boot and Armour vainly endeavour- 
ing to hide, were forced to comply with, arid expoſe. 
The Generals made uſe of him for his Talent of 
Railing; which kept within Qovernment, proving 
frequently of great Service to their Cauſe, but at o- 
ther times did more Miſchief than Good: For, at 
the leaſt Touch of Offence, and often without any at 
all, he would like a wounded Elephant, convert it a- 
gainſt his Leaders. Such at this ſuncture, was the 
Ditpoſition of 3.1 „, grieved to ſee the 
Enemy prevail, and diſſatisfied with every Bodys 
Conduct but his own. He humbly gave the Modern 
General to underſtand, that he conceived, with great 
Submiſſion, they were all a Pack of Rogues, and 
Fools, and Sons of Whores, and d--mn'd Cowards, 
and confounded Loggerheads, and illiterate Whelps, 
and nonſenſical Scoundrels z That it Himſelt had 
been conſtituted General, thoſe preſumptuous Dogs, 
the Antients, would long before this, 
have been beaten out of the Field. Vid. Homer. 
Teu, ſaid he, fit here idle, but when I, de Therſite. 
an, ether Valiant Modern, kill an 
Enemy, you are ure to ſeize the Spoil. But, I will not 
| march one Fout again the Foe, till you all ſwear to me, 
| Pat. whomever I take or kill, his Arms I ſhall =” 
poſſe j. B-=ntl-y having ſpoke thus, Scaliger beſtow- 
ing him a ſou er Look; Miſcreant Prater, ſaid he, Elo- 
quent on!y in thine own Eyes, Thou raileſt without Wit, or 
Irut), or Diſcretion. The Malignity of thy Temper fervert- 
eh Nature: Toy Learning makes thee more Barbarous, 
% Study of Humanity, more Inhuman ; Thy Converſe 
amongſt Poets more groveling, miry, zu dull. A! 
Arts C cvilizing others, ren ler the? rude and untracta- 
ble; Courts have raught thee ill Manners, an] polite 
Converſation has finiſhed thee a Pedant. Beſules, 4 
geater Cowar burthenah nut the Army, But never de- 
bind, I paſs my oerl, whatever Spoil thon 24keft, hal oY 
(nene 3 
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certainly be thy own; thoug? I "es that vile Car caſs with 
fir become 4 prey io Kites ani Worms, 


B--N T L---Y durſt not reply; but half choaked 
with Spleen and Rage, withdtew, in full Reſolution 
of performing ſome great Achievment. With him, 
for his Aid and Companion, he took his beloved 
tt n ; reſolving by Policy or Sur prize, 
to attempt ſome neglected Quarter of the Antients 
Army. They began their March over Carcaſſes of 
their ſlaughtered Friends; then to the Right of their 
own Forces : then wheel'd Northward, till they come 
ro AldrovendussTomb, which they pais'd on the fide 
of the declining Sun. And now they arrived with 
Fear, towards the Enemy's Out-Guards ; looking about, 
if haply, they might ſpy thequarters of the Wounded, 
or ſome ſtraggling Sleeper, unarm'dand remote from 
the reſt. As when two Mungrel Curs, whom Na- 
tive Greedineſs and Domeſtick Want, provoke, and 
joyn in Partnerſhip, though fearful, nightly to In- 
vade the Folds of ſome rich Grazier : They with 
Tails depreſs'd and killing Tongues, creep ſoft and 
ſlow ; mean while, the conſcious Moon, now in her 

Zenith, on their guilty Heads, darts . perpendicular 
Rays: Nor dare they bark, though much provoked 
at her refulgent Viſage, whether ſeen in Puddle by 
Reflection, or in Sphear direct; but one ſurveys the 

Region round, while the t other ſcouts the plain, it 

haply, to diſcover at diſtance from the Flock, ſome 

Carcaſs half devoured, the refuſe of gorged Wolves, 

or ominous Ravens. So march'd this lovely, loving 

pair of Friends, ri: with leſs Fear and Circumſpe- 
ction; when, at diſtance they might perceive two 
thining Suits of Armor, hanging upon an Oak, and 
the Owners not far off in a profound Sleep. The 
two Friends drew Lots, and the purſuing of this 

Adventure, fell to B-—ntle—y: On he went, 

and in his Van Confuſion and Amaze , while Hor- 

ror and Aﬀright brought up the Rear. As he came 
near; behold two Hero's of the Antients Army, 

Phalaris and Aſop, lay faſt aſleep: 3.— 1 


would. 
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would fain have diſpatched them both, and ſtealing 
cloſe, aimed his Flail at Phalarits Breaſt. But then, the 
Goddeſs Aﬀright interpoſing, caught the Modern in her 

Icy Arms, arid dragg'd him from the Danger ſhe fore- 

ſaw; For both the dormant Hero's happened to turn 
at the ſame Inſtant, tho ſoundly Sleeping, and buſy 
in a Dream, For Phalaris was juſt that Minute Dream- 
ing, how a moſt vile Poetaſter had Lampoon'd him, 
and how he had got him Roaring in his Bull. And 
Hop Dreamed, that as he and the Antient Chiefs were 
lying on the Ground, a Wild Ass broke looſe, ran a- 
bout trampling and kicking, and dunging in their Fa- 
ces, B nel y leaving the two Heroes aſleep, 
ſeized on both their Armors, and withdraw in queſt of 
his Darling 


— 


— — . 


HE, in the mean time, had wandered long in ſearch 
of ſome Enterprtze, till at length, he arrived at a ſmall 
Rivulet, that iſſued from a Fountain hard by, call d in 
the Language of Mortal Men, Helico. Here he ſtopt, 
and, parch d with thirſt, reſolved to allay it in this 
limpid Stream. Thrice, with profane Hands, he eſ- 
ſay d to raiſe the Water to his Lips, and thrice it ſlipt 
all thro' his Fingers. Then he ſtoop'd prone on his 
Breaſt, but e er his Mouth had kiſs'd the liquid Cryſtal, 
Apollo came, and in the Channel, held his Sheild betwixt 
the Modern and the Fountain, 1o that he drew nothing 
but Mud. For, altho' no Fountain on Earth can 
compare with the Clearneſs of Helicon, yet there lyes at 
Bottom, a thick ſediment of Sime and Mul ; For, ſo 
Apollo begg'd of Fupiter, as a puniſhment to thoſe who 
durſt attempt to taſte it with unhollowed Lips, and 
tor a Leſſon to all, not to draw too deep, or far from the 


Spring. 


AT the Fountain Head, ff — n diſcerned 
two Hero's ; The one he could not diſtinguiſh, but the 
other was ſoon known for. Temple, General of the 
Allies to the Antients. His Back was turned, and he was 
employed in Drinking large Draughts in his Helmet, 


from the Fountain, where he had withdrawn himſelt to 


ret 
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reſt from the Toils of the War. 9 ob- 
ierving him, with quaking Knees, and tremblin 
Hands, ſpoke thus to Himſelf: Oh, that I could ki 


this Deſtroyer of our Army, what Renown ſhould I 
< purchaſe among the Chiefs! But to 
Vid. Homer. 


© 1ffue out againſt him, Man for 

* Man, Shield. againſt Shield, and 
+ Launce againſt Launce ; what Aſodern of us dare ? 
© For, he fights like a God, and Pallas or Apollo are e- 
ver at his Elbow. But, Oh, Mother! if what Fame 
reports, be true, that I am the Son of ſo great a 
8 Goddeſs, grant me to Hit Temple with this Launce, 
© that the Stroak may ſend Him to Hell, and that I 
may return in Satety and Tryumph, Laden with 
his Spoils. The firſt Part of his Prayer, the Gods 
granted, at the Interceſſion of His Mother and of M- 
mus; but the reſt, by a preverſe Wind ſent . from 
Fate, was ſcattered in the Air. Then W. ——— 
— his Launce, and brandiſhing it thrice over his 
head, darted it with all his Might, the Goddeſs his 
Mother, at the ſame time, adding ſtrength to his Arm. 
Away the Launce went hizzing, and reached even to 
the Belt of the averted Antient, upon which lightly 
grazing, it fell to the Ground. Temple neither felt the 
Weapon touch him, nor heard it fall; and tin, 
might have eſcaped to his Army, with the Honout of 
having remitted his Launce againſt ſo great a Leader, 
unrevenged ; But Apollo enraged, that a Javelin, flung 
by the Aſſiſtance of to foul « Goddeſs, ſhould pollute 
his Fouttain, put on the ſhape of ,and loftly 
came to young Bol, who then accompanied Temple: 
He pointed, firit to the Launce, then to the diſtant 
Modern that flung it, and commanded the young Hero 
to take immediate Revenge. Boy! clad in a ſuit of 
Armour which had been given him by all the Gods, im- 
mediately advanced againſt the trembling Foe, who now 
Hed before him. As a young Lyon, in the Lybian 


Plains, or Araby Deſart, ſent by his aged Sire to hunt for 
Prey, or Health, or Exerciſe ; He ſcours along, wiſhing 
to meet ſome Tiger from the Mountains, or a furious 
Boer: If Chance, a Wild Aſs, with Brayings 1 

ronts 
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affronts his Ear, the Generous Beaſt, though loathing to 
diſtain his Claws with Blood ſo vile, yet much provo- 
ked at the offenfive Noiſe; which Echo, fooliſh Nymph, 
like her 1//-judging Sex, repeats much Jouder, and with 
more Delight than Philomela's Song : He vindi- 
cates the Honour of the Foreſt, and hunts the noiſy. 
long-ear'd Animal, So Vu fled, ſo Boy! purſued. 
But -t heavy-arm'd, and flow of foot, began to 
ſtack his Cour ſe; When his Lover B---n:/--y appeared. 
returning laden with the Spoils of the two ſſeepinę 
Antients. Boyi obſerved him well, and ſoon diſcover- 
ing the Helmet and Shield of Phalaris, his Friend, both 
which he had lately with his own Hands, new Poliſh'd 
and Guilded; Rage ſparkled in his Eyes, and leavin 
his Purſuit after tt -n, he furiouſly ruſh d on again 
this new Approacher. Fain would he be revenged on 
both ; but both now fled different ways: 

And as a Woman in a little Houſe, that Vid. Homer. 
| gets a painful Livelihood by Spinning; | 

| if chance her Geeſe be ſcattered o re the Common, {h- 

courſes round the Plain from fide to fide, compelling 

. here and there, ths Stragglers to the Flock; They cac- 
kle loud, and flutter ore the Champian. So Boy! pur- 

) ſued, ſo fled this pair of Friends: finding at length, their 

7 Flight was vain, they bravely joyn'd, and drew them- 

> lelves in Phalanx. Firſt. B--nt/--y threw a Spear with 

all his Force, hoping to Pierce the Enemy's Breaſt; But 

f Pallas came unſeen, and in the Air took off the Point, 

and clapt on one of Lead, which after a dead Bang a- 

7 gainſt the Enemy's Shield, fell blunted to the Ground. 

e Then Boy, oblerving well his Time, took a Launce 

| of wondrons Length and Sharpneſs , and as this pair ot 

e: Friends compacted ſtood cloſe Side to Side, he 

it { wheeld him to the Right, and with unuſual Force, dar- 

o ted the Weapon. 5. u. tw his Fate approach, 

ot Iind flanking down lus Arms, cloſe to his Ribs, hoping 

Ito ſave his Body; in went the Point, paſſing through 

IArm and Side, nor ſtopt, or ſpent its Force, till it 
had allo pierc d the valiant W. tt n, Who 
going to ſuſtain his dying Friend, ſhared his Fate. As 
when a skilliul Cook has truſs d a Brace of aha. 
» 


\ 
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He, with Iron Scewers, pierces the tender Sides of. 
both, their Legs and Wings cloſe pinion'd to their 
Ribs: So was this pair of Friends transfix d, till down 
they fell, joyn d in their Lives, joyn d in their Deaths: 
ſo cloſely joyn d that Charam will miſtake them both 
for one, and waft them over Styx for half his Fare. 
Farewel,, beloved loving Pair ; Few Equals have you 
left behind: And happy and immortal ſhall you be 
if all my Wit and Eloquence can make you. 


AND, now - 
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H F following Diſcourſe came 
into my Hands perfect and 
entire. But there being ſe- 
veral Things in it, which 
the preſent Age would not 
very well bear, I kept it by me ſome lears, 
reſolving it ſhould ne ver ſee the Light. At 
length, by the Advice and Afiſt ance of a Tu- 
dicious Friend, I retrench'd thoſe Parts that 
might give moſt Offence, and bave now 
ventured to Publiſh the Remainder ; Con- 
cerning the Author, I am wholly Ignorant ; 
neither can I con jecture, whether it be the 
ſame with that of the two foregoing Pieces, 
the Original having been ſent me at à dif- 
ferent Time, and in a different Hand. The 
Learned Reader will better determine; to 
whoſe Fudgment I entirely ſubmit it. 
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For T. H. Eſquire, at his Chambers in the 
Academy of the Beaux Eſprits in New- 
Holland. 


SIX, 


T is now a good while, fince I have had in my 
Head, ſomething, not only very material, but 
ahſolutely necetfiry to my Health, that the 
World {held be inſormed in. For to tell you 
a Secret, I am able to contain 1t no longer. 
However, I have been perplexed tor ſome time, to 
reſolve what would be the moſt proper Form to {end 
it abroad in. To Which End, I have three Days been 
courſing thro' Veſtminſter-Hall, and St. Paul's Church- 
Tard, and BFeert-freer, to peruſe Titles; and I do not 
find any which holds ſo general a Vogue, as that of, 
A Letter to a Friend : Nothing is more common, than 
to meet with long Epiſtles, addreſſed to Perſons and 
Places, where, at firſt thinking, one would be apt to 
imagine it, not altogether ſo Neceſſary or Conveni- 
ent; Such as, 4 Neighbour at next Door, à mortal Enemy, 


4 


= 
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8 3 
a perfect Stranger, or a Perſon of Quality in the Clouds, 
and theſe upon Subjects, in 1 8 the leaſt pro- 
per for Conveyance by the Poſt; as, long Schemes in 
Philoſophy, daik and wonderful Myferies of State, Labo- 


rious Diſſertations in Criticiſm and Philoſophy, Advice to 
Parliaments, and the like. | 


NOW. Sir, to proceed after the Method in preſent 
Wear. (For, let me ſay What I will to the contrary, 
I am afraid you will publiſh this Letter, as ſoon as [ 
ever it comes to your Hands; I defire you will be 
- my Witneſs to the World, how careleſs and ſudden a 
Scribble it has been ; That 1t was but Yeſterday, when | 
You and I began accidentally to fall into Diſcourſe on | 
this Matterz That I was not very well, when we par- 
ted; That the Poſt is in ſuch haſte, I have had no man- 
ner of Time to digeſt it into Order, or Correct the 
Style; And it any other Modern Excuſes, for Haſte 
and Negligence, ſhall occur to you in Reading, I beg 


you to inſert them, faithfully promiſing they thall be 
t hankſully Acknowledged. . 


PRAY, Sir, in Your next Letter to the Trequois þ | 
Virtuoſi, do me the Favour to preſent my humble Service | | | 
to that illuſtrious Body, and aſſure them, 1 ſhall | If 
ſend an Account of thoſe Phenomena, as ſoon as we | | 
can determine them at Greſham. | 


I have not had a Line from the Litterati of Tobinam- 
bon the ſe three laſt Ordinaries. 


AND now, Sir, having diſpatched what I had to 
ſay of Forms, or of Buſineſs, let me intreat, you will 
ſuffer me to proceed upon my Subject; and to pardon 
me, if I make no further Uſe of the Epiſtolary Style, 
till I cometo conclude. 


3 636 
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SECT. I. 


was going to pay in Paradiſe. he had an Offer 
of ſeveral Vehicles to conduct him 1!pyFards ; as fiery 
Chariots, winged Horſes, arid Celeſtial Sedans ; but 
he refuſed them all, and would be born to Heaven 
upon nothing but his Aſs. Now, this Inclination of 
Mahomet, as fingular as it ſeems, hath been fince taken 
up by a great Number of devout Chriſtians; and 
doubtleſs with very good Reaſon. For, fince That 
Arabian is known to have borrowed a Moiety of his 
Religious Syſtem from the Chriſtian Faith ; it is but 
juſt he ſhould pay Repriſals to ſuch as would chal- 
enge them; wherein the good People of England, to 
do them all Right, have not been backward. For, 
tho there is not any other Nation in the World, fo 
plentifully provided with Carriages for that Journey, 
either as to Safety or Eaſe; yet there are abundance 
of us, who will not be ſat isfied with any other Ma- 


chine, beſide this of Mabomet 


je” 8 IS recorded of Mahomet, that upon a Viſit he 


FOR my own Part, I muſt confeſs to bear a very 
ſingular Reſpect to this Animal, by whom I take hu- 
man Nature to be moſt admirably held forth in all its 
Qualities as well as Operations : and therefore what- 
ever in my ſmall Reading, occurs concening this our 
Fellow Creature, I do never fail to ſet it down, by 
way of Common- place; and when I have occafion 
to write upon Human Reaſon, Politicks, Eloquence or 
Knowledge; I lay my Memrdndums betore me, and 
inſert them with a wonderful Facility of Applica- 
tion. However, among all the Qualifications, aſcrib- 


ed to this d iſt inguiſh'd Brute, by Antient or Modern 
Authors; I canrot remember this Talent of bearing 
his Rider te Heaven, has been recorded for a Part of 
his Character, except in the two Examples mentioned 


already; Therefore, I conceive the Methods of this 
Ait 
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Art, to be a Point of uſeful Knowledge in very few 
Hands, and which the Learned World would gladly 
be better informed in, This 15 what I have under- 
taken in the following Diſcourſe. For towards the 
Operation already mentioned, many peculiar 7 ray 

ties are required both in the Rider and the Aſs, which 
I ſhall endeavour to ſet in as clear a Light as I can. 


BUT, becauſe I am reſolved, by all means to a- 
void giving Offence to any Party whatever ; I will 
leave off diſcourſing ſo cloſely to the Letter as I have 
hitherto done, and go on tor the future by way of Al- 
legory, though in ſuch a manner, that the judicious 
Reader may without much ſtraining make his Applica- 
tions as often as he ſhall think fit. Therefore, it you 
pleaſe from hence-torward, inſtead of the Term, As, 
we ſhall make uſe of Gifted, or, Enlightned Teacher; 
And the Word, Ri lr, we will exchange for that of 


Fanatic Auditory, or any other Denomination of the 


like import. Having ſettled this weighty Point; the 
great Subject of Enquiry before us, is to examine, by 
what Methods this Teacher arrives at his Gifts, or Spirit, 
or Light: and by what Intercourſe between him and 
his Alſembly, it is cultivated and ſupported, 


IN all my Writings I have had a conftant Regard 
to tius great End, not to {uit and apply them to par- 
ticular O-cafions and Circumſtances of Time, of 
Place, or of Perſon ; but to calculate them for Univer- 
ſal Nature, and Mankind in general. And of ſuch Ca- 
tholick ule, I eſteem this preſent Diſquiſition: For I do 
remember any other Temper of Body, or Quality of 
Mind, wherein all Nations and Ages of the World have 
10 unanimouſly agreed, as That of a Fanatick Strain, 
or Tincture of Enthuſiaſm; which improved by cer- 
tain Perſons, or Societies of Men, and by them practi- 
ſed upon the reſt, has been able to produce Revoluti- 
ons of the greateſt Figure in Hiſtory ; as will ſoon 
appear to thoſe who know any thing of Arabia, Per- 
fa, India, or China, of Morocco, and Peru: Farther, 
it has poſſeſſed as great a Power in the Kingdom of 

M 3 Knowledge, 
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Knowledge, where it is hard to aflign one Art or Sci- 
ence, which has not annexed to it ſome Fanatick 
F * Some Writers Branch: Such are the Philoſopher's 


* "DT" 
hold them for the Stone, The Granl Elixir, Tye Pla- 


netary Words; The $quaring of the 
lame, others not. Circle, e Summum Fonum Utopian 


Common-wealths, with ſome others of Jeſs or ſubordi- 
nate Note: which all ſerve for nothing elſe, but to 
employ or amuſe this Grain of Enthuſiaſm, dealt into 
every Compoſition. 


'BUT if this Plant has found a Root in the Fields 
of Empire, and of Knowledge, it has fixt deeper, and 
ſpread yet farther upon Holy Ground. Wherein tho 
it hath paſſed under the general Name of Enthuſiaſm, 
and perhaps ariſen from the fame Original, yet hath 
it produced certain Branches of a very gifterent Na- 
ture, however often miſtaken for each other. The 
Word in its univerſal Acceptation, may be defined, 
A lifting up of the Soul or its Faculties above Matter. 
This Deſcription will hold good in general; but I 
am only to underſtand it, as applied to Religion, 
wherein there are-three general Ways of ejaculating 
the Soul, or tranſporting 1t beyond the Sphere ot 
Matter. The firſt, is the immediate Act of God, and 
is called, Prophecy or Inſpiration. The ſecond is the 
immediate Act of the Devil, and is termed, Poſſeſſion. 
The Third is the Product of natural Cauſes, the ef- 
fect of ſtrong Imagination, — violent Anger, 
Fear, Griet, Pain, and the like. Theſe three have 
been abundantly tieated on by Authors, and therefore 
{hall not employ my Enquiry. But, the fourth Me- 
thod of Religious Enthuhaſm , or launching out the 
Soul, as it is purely an Effect of Artifice and Mecha- 
nick Operation, has been ſparingly handled, or not at 
all by any Writer; becauſe, though it is an Art ot 
great Antiquity, yet having been confined to few 
Perſons, it long wanted theſe Advancements and Re- 
finements, which it afterwards met with, ſince it has 
grown ſo Epidemick, and fallen into ſo many culti- 
vating Hands. 


IT 
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I T 1s therefore upon this Mechanical Operation of the 
Spirit, that I mean to treat, as it is at preſent per- 
formed by our Britiſh Workmen. I ſhall deliver to 
the Reader the Reſult of many Judicious Obſervations 
upon the Matter; tracing, as near as I can, the 
whole Courle and Method of this Trade, producing 


pee Inſtances, and relating certain Diſcoveries that 


ave luckily fallen in my Way. 


I have ſaid, that there is one Branch of Religious 
Enthuffaſm, which is purely an Effect of Nature; 
whereas, the Part I mean to handle, is wholly an 
Effect of Art, which however, is inclined to work 
upon certain Natures and Conſtitutions more than 
others. Beſides, there is many an Operation, which 
in its Original, was purely an Artifice, but through a 
long Succeſſion ot Ages, hath grown to be natural. 
Hippocyates tells us, that among our Anceſtors, the 
Schythians there was a Nation, call'd, 

Long beads, which at firſt began by a * Macrocephalr. 
Cuſtom among Midwives and Nurſes, 
of molding, and ſqueezing, and bracing up the Heads 
of Infants; by which means, Nature {hut out at one 
Paſſage, was forced to ſeek another, and finding room 
above, ſhot upwards, in the Form of a Sugar-loaf ; 
and being diverted that way for ſome Generations, 
at laſt found it out of her ſelf, needing no Aſſiſtance 
from the Nurſe's Hand. This was the Original of 
the Scythian Long-heads, and thus did Cuftom, from be- 
ing a ſecond Nature proceed to be a firſt. To all 
which, there is ſomething very analogous among Us 
of this Nation, who are the undoubted Poſterity of 
that refined People. For in the Age of our Fathers, 
there aroſe a Generation of Men in this Iſland, call d 
Rountheads, whoſe Race is now ſpread over three 
Kingdoms, yet in its Beginning, was meerly an Ope- 
ration of Art, produced by a Pair of Cizars, a 
Squceſe of the Face, and a black Cap. Theſe Heads, 
thus formed into a perfect Sphere in all Aſſemblies, 
were moſt expoſed to the view of the Female Sort, 
M 4 which 
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which did influence their Conceptions fo effectually, 
that Nature, at laſt took the Hint, and did it ot her felt; 
io that a Round - head has been ever ſince as familiar a 
Sight among Us, as a Long-head among the Scythians. 


UPON theſe Examples, and others eaſy to pro- 
duce, I defire the curious Reader to diſtinguiſh, Firſt 
between an Effect grown from Art into Nature, and 
one that is natural from its Beginning : Secondly, 
between an Effect wholly natural, and one which has 
only a naturai Foundation, but where the Super- 
ſtructure is entirely Artificial. For, the firſt and the 
laſt of theſe, I underſtand to come within the Di- 
ſtricts of my Subject. And having obtained theſe 
Allowances, they will ſerve to remove any Objections 
that may be raiſed hereafter againſt what I ſhall 
advance. 


THE Practitioners of this famous Art, proceed in 
general upon the following Fundamental: That the 
Corruption of the Senſes is the Generation of the Spirit : 
Becauſe the Senſes in Men are ſo many Avenues to the 
fort of Reaſon, which in this Operation is wholly 
block'd up. All Endeavours muſt be therefore uſed, 
either to divert, bind up, ſtupity, fluſter, and amuſe 
the Senſes, or elſe to juſtle them out of their Stations; 
and while they are either abſent, or otherwiſe em- 
ployed or engaged in a Civil War againſt each other, 
the Spirit enters and performs 1ts pare. 


NO W, the uſual Methods of managing the Senſes 
upon ſuch Conjunctures, are what I ſhall be very par- 
ticular in delivering, as far as it is lawtul for me to 
do : But having had the Honour to be Initiated into 
the Myſteries of every Society, I deſire to be excuſed 
from divulging any Rites, wherein the Profane muſt 
have no Part. 


BUT here, before I can proceed farther, a very 
dangerous Objection muſt, if poſſible, be removed: 
yer, it is poſitively denied by certain Criticks, one 
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the Spirit can by any Means be introduced into an 
Aſſembly of Modern Saints, the Diſparity being ſo 
great in many material Circumſtances, between the 
Primitive Way of Inſpiration, and that which is 
prac/iſed in the preſent Age. This they pretend to 
prove from the ſecond Chapter of the Act,, where 
comparing beth, it appears, Firſt, that the Apoſtles wer? 
gathered together with one accord in one Place; by which is 
meant an univerſal Agiecment in Opinion and Form ©: 
Worſhip ; a Harmony ( ſay they) ſo far from being 
found between any two Conventicles among Us, that 
it is in vain to expect it between any two Heads in 
the ſame. Secondly, the Spirit inſtructed the Apoſtles 
in the Gift of ſpeaking ſeveral Languages; a Know- 
ledge ſo remote from our Dealers in this Art, that they 
neither underſtand Propriety of Words or Phraſes in 
their own. Laſtly, (ſay theſe Ob;eftors) The Modern Ar- 
tiſts do utterly exclude all Approac!1:s of the Spirit, and 
bar up its antient Way of entring, by covering them- 
ſelves ſo cloſe, and ſo induſtrioully at top. For they 
w1ll needs have it as a Point clearly gained, that the 
Cloven Tongues never ſat upon the Apoſtles Heads, while 
their Hats were on. 


NOW the Force of theſe Objections, ſeems to con- 
fiſt in the different Acceptation of the Word Spiri: 
which if it be underſtood for a ſupernatural Aſ- 
ſiſtance, approaching from without, the Objectors 
have Reaſon , and their Aſſertions may be allowed 
But the Spirit we treat of here, proceeding entirely 
from within, the Argument of theſe Adverſaries is 
wholly eluded. And upon the ſame Account, our 
Modern Artificers, find it an Expedient of abſolute 
Neceſſity, to cover their Heads as cloſe as they can 
in order to prevent Perſpiration, than which nothing 
is obſerved to bea greater Splendor of Mechanick Light, 
as we inay, perhaps, farther ſhew in convenient Place. 


To proceed therefore upon the Phenomenon of Spiri- 

tua Mec hani ſm. It is here to beneted, that in forming 

and working up the Spirit, the Aſſembly has 5 _ 
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derable Share, as well as the Preacher ; The Method 
of this Arcanum, is as follows. They violently ſtrain 
their Eye-balls inward, half cloſing the Lids; Then, 
as they fit, they are in a perpetual Motion of See-ſaw, 
making long Hums at proper Periods, and continuin 
the Sound at equal Height; chuſing their Time in thoſe 
Intermiſſions, while the Preacher is at Ebb. Neither 
is this Practice, in any part of it, ſo ſingular or impro- 
bable, as not to be traced in diſtant Regions, from 
Read ing and Obſervation. For, firſt, 
* Brenier, Aen. the * Fauguis, or enlightned Saints of 
de Mogol. India, ſee all their Viſions, by Help 
of an acquired ſtraining and preſſure 
of the Eyes. Secondly, the Art of See-ſaw on a 


Beam, and ſwinging by Seſſion upon a Cord, in order 


to raiſe Artificial Extaſies, hath been 
* Guaguins derived to Us, from our * Scythian 
Hiſt. Sarmat, . where it is practiſed at this 
ay, among the Women. Laſtly, the 
whole Proceeding, as I have here related it. is perform d 
by the Natives of Ireland, with a conſiderable Improve- 
ment; Andit 1s granted, that this noble Nation, hath 
of all others, admitted fewer Corporations, and dege- 
nerated leaſt from the Purity of the Old Tartarf. Now, 
it is uſual for a Knot of Fiſh, Men and Women, toab- 
ſtrat themſelves from Matter, bind upall their Senſes, 
grow viſionary and ſpiritual, by Influence of a ſhort 
Pipe of Tobacco, handed round the Company; each 
preſerving the Smoak in his Mouth, till it comes a- 
gain to his turn to take in treſh : At the ſame time there 
is a Conſort of a continued gentle Hum, repeated 
and renewed by Inſtinct, as Occaſion requires, and 
they move their Bodies up and down, to a Degree, 
that ſometimes their Heads and Points lie parallel to the 
Horizen. Mean while, you may obſerve their Eyes 
turn d up inthe Poſture ot one, who endeavours to 
keep himſelf awake; by which, and many other Symp- 
toms among them, it mauifeſtly appears, that the Rea- 
ſoning Faculties are all ſuſpended and ſuperſeded, that 
Imagination hath uſurped the Seat, ſcattering a Thou- 
ſand Deliriums over the Brain. Returning Tm this 
igreſſion 
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Digreſſion, I ſhall deſcribe the Methods, by which the 
Spirit approaches. The Eyes being diſpoſed according 
to Art, at firſt, you can ſee nothing, but atter a ſhort 
Pauſe, a ſmall glimmering Light begins to appear, and 
dance before you. Then, by frequently moving your 
Body up and down, you perceive the Vapors to aſcend 
very faſt, till as are perfectly dos d and fluſtered like 
one who drinks too much in a Morning. Mean while, 
the Preacher is alſo at work; He begins a loud Hum, 
which pierces you quite thro' ; this is immetitely re- 
turned by the Audience, and you find your ſelf promp- 
ted to imitate them by a meer ſpontaneous Impulſe, 
without knowing what you do. The Inſterſlitia art 
duly filled up by the Preacher, to prevent too long 
Fauſe, under which the Spirit would ſoon faint and 
grow languid. 


THIS is all I am allowed to diſeover about the 
Progreſs of the Spirit, with relation to that pore. 
which is born by the Aſſembly: But in the Methods 
of the Preacher, to which I now proceed, I ſhall be 
more large and particular. 


SECT. II. 


„ou will read it very gravely remarked in the 
Books of thoſe illuftrious and right eloquent 
Pen-men, the Modern Travellers; that the Funda- 
mental Difference in Point of Religion, between the 
wild Inlians and Us, lies in this; that we worſhip 
God, and they worſhip the Devil. But there are 
certain Criticks, who will by no means admit of this 
Diſtinction; rather believing that all Nations what- 
loever, adore the true God, becauſe they ſeem to 
intend their Deyotions to ſome inviſible Power, 
of greateſt Goodneſs and Ability to help them, 
which perhaps will take in the brighteſt 9 
del 
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- aſcribed to the Divinity. Others, again inform us, 
that thoſe Idolaters adore two Principles; the Pinci- 
ple of Good, and that of Evil: Which indeed, I am 
apt to look upon as the moſt univerſal Notion, that 
Mankind, by the meer Light of Nature, ever enter- 
tained of Things Inviſible. How this Idea hath 
been managed by the Indians and Us, and with what 
Advantage to the Underſtapdings of either, may well 
deſerve to be Examined. To me the difference ap- 
pears little more than this: That They are put 
oftener upon their Knees by their Fears, and We by 
our Defires: That the former ſet Them a Praying, 
and Us a Curfng. What I applaud them for, is their 
Diſcretion, in limitting their Devotions and their 
Deities to their ſeveral Diſtricts, nor ever ſuffering 
the Liturgy of the Vhite God, to croſs or interfere 
with that of the Black. Not ſo with Us, who pre- 
tending by the Lines and Meaſures of our Reaſon, to 
extend the Dominion of one Inviſible Power, and 
contract that ot the other, have diſcovered a grols 
Ignorance in the Natures of Good and Exil, and moſt 
horribly confounded the Frontiers of both. After 
Men have lifted up the Throne of their Divinity to 
the Calum Empyraum, adorned him with al] tuch 
Qualities and Accompliſhments, as themſelves leem 
moſt to value and poſſeſs: After they have tunk 
their Principle of Evil to the lowelt Center, bound 
him with Chains, loaded him with Curſes, furniſh d 
him with viler Diſpotitions than any Rake-hell of the 
Town, accoutred him with Tail and Horns, and 
huge Claws, and Sawcer Eyes: I laugh aloud to lee 
thele Reaſoners, at the fame time, engaged in wile 
Diſpute, about certain Walks and Purheus, whether 
they are in the Verge of God or the Devil, ſeriouſly 
debating, whether ſuch and ſuch Influences come in- 
to Mens Minds, from above or below, or whether 
certain Paſſions and Aﬀections are guided by the 
the Evil Spirit, or the Good. 


Dum fas atque nefas exiguo fine libidinum 
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Thus do Men eſtabliſh a Fellowſhip of chriſt with 
Belial, and ſuch is the Analogy between cloven Ton 

and cloven Feet, Of the like Nature is the Diſquiſi- 
tion before us: It hath continued theſe hundred 
Years an even Debate, whether the Deportment and 
the Cant of our Eng/iſh Enthuſiaſtick Preachers, 
were Poſſeſſi:n, or Inſpiration, and a World of Argu- 
ment has been drained on either fide, perhaps to 
little purpoſe. For, I think it is in Life as in Tra- 
ge ly, where it is held, a Conviction of great Defect, 
both in Order and Invention, to interpoſe the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Preternatural Power, without an abſolute 
and laſt Neceſſity. However, it is a Sketch of Human 
Vanity, for every Individual, to imagine the whole 
Univerſe is intereſs d in his meaneſt Concern. If he 
hath got cleanly over a Kennel, ſome Angel unſeen, 
deſcended on purpoſe to help him by the Hand; it 
he hath knockt his Head againſt a Poſt, it was the 
Devil for his Sins, let looſe from Hell, on purpoſe 
to buffet him. Who, that ſees a little paultry Mortal 
droning, and dreaming, and drivelling to a Multi- 
tude, can think it agreeable to common good Senſe, 
that either Heaven or Hell ſhouid be put to the 
Trouble of Influence or Inſpectic upon what he is 
about? Therefore, I am reſolved immediately, to 
weed this Error cut of Mankind, by making it 
clear, that this Myſtery, of venting ſpiritual Gifts, 
is nothing but a Trade, acquired by as much Tuſtru- 
ction, and maſtered by equal Practice and Application 
as others are. This w1ll beſt appear, by deſcribing 
and deducing the whole Proceſs of the Operation, as 


varioully as 1t hath fallen under my Knowledge or 
Exper1.nce. 
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but it was thought net- 1 

ther ſafe nor Convenient VVV 
toP rint it. ag e . 


AERE it may not be amiſs, to add a few Words 
upon the Jaudable Practice of wearing qui/ted Caps; 
which is not a matter of meer Cuſtom, Humour, or 
Faſhion, as ſome would pretend, but an Inſtitution 
of great Sagacity and Uie: Theſe, when moiſtned 
with Sweat, ſtop all Perſpiration, and by reverbera- 
ting the Heat, prevent the Spirit from evaporating 
any way, but at the Mouth; even as a Skillful Houſe- 
wife, that covers her Still with a wet Clout, for the 
ſame Reaſon, and finds the ſame Effect. For, it is the 
Opinion of choice Virtuaſi, that the Brain is only a 
Crowd of little Animals, but with Teeth and Claws 
extremely ſharp, and therefore, cling together in the 
Contexture we behold, like the Picture of Hobbs's 
Leviathan, or like Bees in perpendicular Swarm upon 
a Tree, or like a Carrion corrupted into Vermin, 
ſtill preſerving the Shape and Figure of the Mother 
Animal. That all Invention is formed by the Mor- 
ſure of two or more of theſe Animals, upon certain 
capillary Nerves, which proceed from thence, whereot 
three Branches ſpread into the Tongue, and two into 
the right Hand. They hold alſo, that thele Animals 
are of a Conſtitution extremely Cold; that thei r 
Food is the Air we attract, their Excrement Phlegm ; 
and that what we vulgarly call Rheums, and Colds, 
and Diſtillations, is nothing elſe but an Epidemical 
Looſeneſs, to which that little Commonwealth is very 
ſubject, from the Climate it lies under. Farther, 
that nothing leſs than a violent Heat, can diſentangle 
theſe Creatures from their hamated Station of Life, 
or give them Vigor and Humor, to imprint the Marks 
of their little Teeth. That if the Morſure be Hexago- 
nal, it produces Poetry; the Circular gives Eloquence; 
If the Bite hath been Conical, the Perſon, was 

erve 
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Nerve is ſo affected, ſhall be diſpoſed to write upon 
the Politicks; and ſo of the reſt. 


1 ſhall now Diſcourſe briefly, by what kind of 
Practices the Voice is beſt Governed, toward the Com- 
poſition and Improvement of the Spirit; for, with- 
out a competent skill in tuning and toning each Word, 
and Syllable, and Letter, to their due Cadence, the 
whole Operation is incompleat, miſſes entirely of its 
Effect on the Hearers, and puts the Workman himſelt 
to continual Pains for new Supplies, without Snc- 
cels. For, it is to be underſtood, that in the Language 
of the Spirit, Cam and Droning ſupply the Place of 
Sen{e and Reaſon, in the Language of Men: Becauſe in 
Spiritual Harangues, the Diſpoſition of the Words, 
according to the Art of Grammar, hath not the leaſt 
Uſe, but the Skill and Influence wholly lye in the 
Choice and Cadence of the Syllables; Even as a 
diſcreet Compoſer, who in ſetting a Song, changes the 
Words and Order fo often, that he 1s forced to make 
it Nonſenſe, heiore he can make it Muſick. For this 
Reaſon, it hath been held by ſome, that the Art of 
Cantirg is ever in greateſt Perfection, when managed 
by ignerance : Which is thought to be enigmatically 
meant by Plutarch, when he tells us, that the beſt Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments were made from the Bones of an 4s. 
And the protounder Criticks upon that Paſſage, are of 
Opinion, the Word in its genuine Signification, means 
no other than a Faw bone: tho ſome rather think it 
to have been the Os ſacrum; but in ſo nice a Caſe, I 
Mall not take upon me to decide: The Curious are 
at liberty to pick from it whatever they pleaſe. 


THE firſt Ingredient, towards the Art of Canting, 
is a competent ſhare of Inward Light : that is to ſay, a 
large Memory, plentifully fraught with Theological 
Polyſyllables, and myſterious Texts from Holy Writ, 
* 47 and digeſted by thoſe Methods, and Mechani- 
cal Operations already related: The Bearers of this 
Light, reſembling Lantherns, compact of Leaves from 
old G:nzva Bibles > Which Invention, Sir H 7 
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8 during his Mayoralty, of happy Memory, 
highly approved and advanced; affirming, the Scri p- 


ture to be now fulfilled, where it ſays, Thy Merl is 4 
Lanthorn to my Feet, an1 Ligbt to my Paths. 


— 


NO W. the Art of Canting conſiſts in skillfully a- 
dapting the Voice to whatever Words the Spirit De- 
livers, that each may ſtrike the Ears ot the Audience, 
with its moſt ſignificant Cadence. The Force or Energy 
of this Eloquence, is not to be found, as among an- 
tient Orators, in the Diſpoſition oft Words to a Sen- 
tence, or the turning of long Periods ; but agreeable 
to the Modern Retinements in Muſick, is taken up 
wholly in dwelling, and dilating upon Syllables and 
Letters. Thus it is frequent for a ſingle Vel to draw 
Sighs from a Multitude : and for a whole Aſſembly of 
Saints to fob to the Muſick of one ſolitary Liquid. But 
thels are Trifles : when even Sounds inarticulate are 
oblerved to produce as forcible Effects. A Maſter 


Work-man ſhall blow his Noſe ſo powerfully, as to pierc2 


the Hearts of his People, who ate dijpoled to receive 
the Excrements of his Brain with the tame Reverence, 
as the Iſſue ot it. Hawking, Spitting, and Belching, 
the Detects of other Mens Rhetorick, are the Flowers, 
and Figures, and Ornaments of his. For, the Spirit be- 
ing the ſame 1n all, it is of no Import through what 
Vehicle it is convey d. 


I T 1s a Point of too much Difficulty, to draw the 
Principles of this tamous Art, within the Compaſs of 
certain adequate Rules. However, perhaps, I may one 
day oblige the World with my Critical Eſſay upon the 
Art of Canting, ' Philoſophically, Phyſically and Mu ſicaliy 
confidered. 


B UT, among all Improvements of the Spirit, 
wherein the Voice hath born a Part, there is none 


to be compared with That of Conveying the Sound thro" 
the Noſe, which under the Denomination of Snuffling, 


hath paſſed with ſo great Applauſe in the World. The 
Originals of this Inſtitution are very dark : but ha- 
ving 
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ving been. initiated into the Myſtery of it, and leave 
being given me to publiſh it to the World, I ſhall de 
liver as direct a Relation as I can. 


THIS Art, like many other famous Inventions 
owed its Birth. or at leaſt, Improvement and Perfe- 
. on, to an Effect of Chance, but was eltabliſhed up- 
on ſolid Reaſons, and hath flouriſhed in this Iſland 
ever ſince with great Luſtre. All agree, that it firſt 
appeared upon the Decay and Diſcouragement of Byg- 
pipes, which having long ſuffered under the Mortal 
Hatred of the Brethren, tottered for a time, and at laſt 
fell with Monarchy. The Story is thus related. | 


AS yet, Snuffling was notz when the following 
Ad venture happened to a Banbury, Saint. Upon a cer- 
tain Day, while he was far engaged among the Ta- 
bernacles of the Wickel, he felt the Outward Man 
put into odd Commotions, and ſtrangely prick'd-for- 
ward by the Inward: An Effect very uſual among 
the Modern Inſpired. For, ſome think that the Spirit 
1s apt to feed on the Fleſh, like hungry Wines upon 
raw Beef. Others rather believe, there is a perpe- 
' tual Game at Leap-Frog between both; and ' ſome- 
times the Fleſh is appermoſt and ſometimes the Spi- 
rit; adding, that the former, while it is in the 
State of a Rider, wears huge Rippon Spurs, and when 
it comes to the Turn of being Bearer, is wonderfully 
head · ſtrong, and hard- mouth d. However it came 
about, the Saint felt his Veſſel full exten led in every 
Part (a very natural Effect of ſtrong Inſpirationz) and 

the Place and Time falling out fo unluckily, that he 
could not have the Convenience of Evacuating up- 
wards, by Repetition, Prayer or Lecture; he was 
forced to open an inferior Vent. In ſkort, he wreſt- 
led with the Fleſh ſo long, that he at length ſubdued - 
it, coming off with honourable Wounds, all before. 
The Surgeon had now cured the Parts, primarily 
affected; but the Diſeaſe driven from its Poſt, flew 
up into his Head: And, asa skilful General, valiant- 
ly attack d in his Trenches, and beaten from the . 
Field; by flying Marches 9 to the dann 
5 ity, 
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City, breaking down the Bridges to prevent Purſuit: 


So the Diſeaſe repell d from its firſt Station, fled be- 


fore the Rod of Hermes, to the upper Region, there 
fortifying it ſelf; but, finding the Foe making Attacks 
at the Noſe, broke down the Bridge, and retired to 
the Head Quarters. Now the Naturaliſts obſerve, that 
there is in human Noſes, an Idießncrah, by Virtue of 
which, the more the Paſſage is obſtructed, the more 
our Speech delights to go through, as the Mnfick of 
a Flagelate is made by the Stops. By this Method, the 
Twang of the Noſe, becomes per ſectly to reſemble the 
Snuffle of a Bag-pipe, and 1s found to be equally 
attractive of Eritiſh Fars z whereof the Saint had ſudden 
Experience, by practiſing his new Faculty with won - 
derful Succeſs in the Operation of the Spirit: For, 
in a ſhort Time, no Doctrine paſs d for Sound and 
Orthodox, unleſs it were delivered thro' the Noſe. 
Strait, every Paſtor Copy d after this Griginal; and 
thoſe, who could not other wiſe arrive to a Perfection, 
ſpirited by a noble Zeal, made uſe of the ſame Expe- 
riment to acquire it. So that, I think, it may be 
truly affirmed , the Saints owe their Empire to the 
Snuffling of one Animal, as Darius did his, to the 
Neighing of another, and both Stratagems were per- 

formed by the fame Art; for we read, 
* Herodet. how the Perſian Beaſt acquired his Fa- 

Lulty, by covering a Mere the day belore. 


I ſhould now have done, if I were not convinced, 
that whatever I have yct advanced upon this Subject, 
is liable to great Exception. For. allowing all I have 
{aid to be true, it may ſtill be juſtly objected, that 
there is in the Commonwealth of Artificial Enthuſiaſm, 
ſome rea! Foundation {or Art to work upon in the 
Temper and Complexion of Individuals, which other 
Mortals ſeem to want. Obſerve but the Geſture, the 
Motion, and the Countenance of ſome choice Pro- 
teſſors, tho in the moſt familiar Actions, you will 
find them of a different Race from the reſt of human 
Creatures. Remark your commoneſt Pretender to a 
Light within, how dark and dirty, and gloomy he is 
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without: As Lanthorns, which the moſt light they 
bear in their Bodies, caſt out ſo much the more Soot, 
and Smoak, and fuliginous Matter to adhere to the 
Sides, Liſten, but to their ordinary Talk, and look 
on the Mouth that delivers it; you will imagine you 
are hea ring ſome antient Oracle. and your Underſtand- 
ing will be equzfHly intormed. Upon theſe, and the like 
Reaſons, certain Ovjectors pretend to put it beyond 
all doubt, that there muſt be a ſort of Preternatural 
FP Spirit, poſſeſſing the Heads of the Modern Saints: And 
ſome v ill have it to be the Heat of Zeal, working up- 
on the Dregs of Ignorance, as other Spirizs are produ- 
ced from Lees, by the Force of Fire. Some again think, 
that when our earthly Tabernacles are diſordered and 
deſolate, ſhaken and out of Repair, the Spirit delights 
to dwell within them, as Houſes are ſaid to be haun 
red, when they are forſaken and gone to Decay. 


T O ſet this Matter in as fair a Light as poſſible; 

I ſhall here, very briefly, deduce the Hiſtory of Fa- 

naticiſm, from the moſt early Ages to the preſent. And 

: if we are able to fix upon any one materia! or Funda- 

mental Poinr, wherein the chief Profeſſors have uni- 

verſally agreed, I think we may reaſonably lay hold 

on That, and aſſign it for the great Seed or Principle 
of the Spirit. 


T H E molt early Traces we meet with, of Fanatitks, 
, in antient Story, are among the Egyptians, who inſti- 
5 tuted thoſe Rites, known in Greece by the Names of 
Orgya, Panegyres and Dionyſia, whether introduced there 
by Orpheus or Aſelampus, we ſhall not 

? diſpure at preſent, nor in all likeli- Diod. Sic. L. I. 
hood, at any time for the future. Plut. de Jide & 
Theſe Feaſts were celebrated to the Olyrile. 

Honour ot Oſyris, whom the Greci- 

| ans called Dionyſius, and is the fame with Bacchus: 
1 Which has betray'd ſome Saperficial Readers to imagine, 
that the whole Buſineſs was nothing more than a ſet oi 
roaring, ſcouring Compantons , over-charg'd with 
* Wine : But this is a ſcandalous Miſtake toiſted on the 
5 N 2 World, 
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World, by a ſort of Modern Authors, who have too 
literal an Underſtanding, and, becauſe Antiquity is to 
he traced backwards, do therefore, like Femt, begin their 
Books at the wrong End, as if Learning were a ſort of 
Conjuring. Theſe are the Men, who pretend to under- 
tand a Book, by ſcouting thro the Index, as if a Tra- 
veller ſhould go about to deſcribe a Palace, when he 
had ſeen nothing but the Privy; or like certain. For- 
tune-tellers in Northern America, who have a Way of 
readinga Man's Deftiny, by peeping in his Breech. For, 
> at the Time of Inſtituting theſe My- 
+ Herod. L. 2. ſteries, Þ there was not one Vine in 
all Egypt, the Natives drinking no- 

thing but Ae; which Liquor ſeems to have been far 
more An:1ent than Wine, and has the Honor of owing 
j 5 50 its Invention and Progreſs, not only 
Diod. Sic L. to the * Egyptian Ofyris, but to the Gre- 
1. & 3. cian Bacchus, who in their famous 
Expedition, carried the Rectipt of it 

along with them, and gave it to the Nations they vi- 
fired or ſubdued. Beſides, Bacchus himſelf, was very 
ſeldom, or never Drunk: For, it is 

Id. L. 4. recorded ,of him, that he was the firſt 
Inventor of the Aſitre, which he wore 

:ontinually on his Head ( as the whole Compa- 
„of Bacchanals did) to prevent Vapors and the Head 
ach, after hard Drinking. And for this Reaſon (ſay- 
 lome ) the Scarlet Whore, when ſhe makes the Kings of 
the Earth drunk with her Cup of Abomination, is al- 
ways ſober herſelf, tho the never balks the Glaſs in her 
Turn, being, « ſeems, kept upon her Legs by the Vir- 
tue of her Trip'e Mitre. No, theſe Feaſts were inſti- 
tuted in Imitation of the timo .s Expedition Ohris made 
thro the World, and of the Company that attended 
is him, whereof the Bacchanalian Cere- 

See the Particular; monies were ſo many Types and 
in Diod. Sic. L. 1. Symboles. From which Account. 
& 3. it is manifeſt, that the Fanatick 

6 Rites of theſe Eecchanals, cannot be 
panes to Intoxications by Wine, but muſt needs have 
had 2 deeper Foundation. What this was, we may 
5 gather 
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gather large Hints from certain Circumftances in 
the Courſe of their Miſteries. For, in the firſt 
place, there was in their, P „ an entire 


Mixture and Confuſion of Sexes ; 15 affected to rmble 
heir 


about 75 and _ 5 2 . were of 
Ivy and Vine, Embletns of Cleavirig and Clinging; 
* of Fir, the Parent of Turpentine. It is add. this 
they imitated Szizrs, were attended by Goars, and 
rod upon Aſet, all Compatnions' of great Skill arjd 
practice in Affairs of 7 They el or one 
Enfigns, certain curious Figures, pereh'd upon lo 
Poles, made into the Shape and Size of the Yirge one 
talis, with its Appurterrences, which were ſo many Sha- 
dows and Emblems of the whole Myſtery, as well as 
Trophies ſet up by the Female Conquerors. Laſtly. 
in a certain Town of Attica, the whole 

Solemnity * ſtript of all its Types, was * Dionyſia 
performed in puris naturalilis, the Vo- Brauroniæ. 
taries. not flying in Coveys, but ſorted | 

into Couples. The fame may be farther conjectured 


from the Death of Orpheus, one of the Inſtitutors of - 


theſe Myſteries, who was torn in pieces 
by Women, becauſe he refuſed to * com- Vid. Phori- 
municate his . 5 to them; which um in excerp- 
others explained, by telling us, he had tis e Condne. 
caſtrated himſelf upon Grief, for the 
Lofs of his Wife. | 
OMITTING many other of leſs Note, the next 
Fanaticks we meet with, of any Eminence, were the nu- 
merous Sects of Hereticks appearing in the five firſt 
Centuries of the Chriſtian Ara, from Simon Magus and 
his Followers, to thoſe of Emtyches. I have collected 
their Syſtems from infinite Reading, and comparing 
them with thoſe of their Succeſſors in the ſeveral Ages 
ſince. I nd there are certain Bounds ſet even to the 
Irregularities of Human Thought, and thoſe a great 
deal narrower than 4s commonly apprehended. For, 
as they all frequently interfere, even in their wildeſt 
Ravings ; So there is one fundamental Point, wherein 
they are ſure to meet, as Lifies in a Center, and that 
is the Community of Women : Great were their — 
8 dude 


N e 
: - * e * 


Y N - | "4... Ba K K ' g ö & © nd 
10 4 8 : * a 1 . * . * 1 
— — . — ; = a — 
% , E 
+. 5 
£ > - S 4 Ty C48 \ \ 
XY . F * 1. 1 T 3 J : ; 


tudes in this Mattet, and they. neyer fail'd of certain 
Articles in their Schemes of Worſhip, on purpoſe to 


* 


: 


eſtabliſh ir. 


IHE laſt Fanaticks of Note, were thoſe which 
ſtarted up in Germany, a little after the Reformation 
of Luther; Springing, as Myſbrooms do at the End of 
4 Harveſt ; ſuch were Fobn of Leyden, Devid George, Alam 
Neuſter, and many others; whoſe Viſions and Reve- 
lations, al ways terminated in leading about half a 
dozen Siſters a- piece, and making that Practice a Fun- 
damental Part of their Syſtem. For, Human Life is a 
ee and if we expect our Veſſels 
to paſs with ſafety through the Waves and Tempeſts 
of this fluctuating World, it is neceſſary to make a 
good Proviſion of the Heſb, as Sea-men lay in ſtore of 
Beef for a long Voyage. | | 


NOW from this brief ſurvey of ſome Principa! 
SeAs, among the Fanaticts, in all Ages (having omitted 
the Mahoeretans and others, who might alſo help to 
confirm the Argument I am about) to which I might 
add ſeverakh among our jelves, ſuch as the Family of Love, 
Sweet Singers of Iſrael, and the like: And from refle- 
cting upon that fundamental Point in their Doctrines, 
about Women, wherein they have ſo unanimouſly 
agreed; I am apt to imagine, that the feed or Prin- 
Ctple, which has ever put men upon Viſions in Things 
Inviſihle, is of a Corporeal Nature: For the profoun- 
der Chymiſts inform us, that the ſtrongeſt Spirit; may 
be extracted from Human Hleſh. Beſides, the ſpinal Mar- 
row, being nothing c!ſe but a Continuation of the 
Brain, muit needs create a very free Communication 
beeween the ſuperior Faculties and thole below: And 
thus the Thorn in the Hesb ſerves for a Spur to the 
Spirit. I think it is agreed among Phytfitians, that no- 
thing affects the Head ſo much, as a tentiginous Hu- 
mor, repelled and elated to the upper Region. found 
by daily practice, to run tre ak up into Mudneſs. 


A very eminent Member of the Faculty aſſured me, 
that when the Quzkers firſt appeared, he elder was | 
Withou 
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without ſome Female Patients among them, for the 
furor * * * Perſons of a viſionary Devotion, either 
Men or Women, are in their Complexion, of all others, 
the moſt amorous: For, Zeal is frequently kindled 
from the ſame ſpark with other fires, and from In- fla 
ming Brotherly Love, will proceed to Haiſe that of a 
Gallant. If we inſpect into the uſual Proceſs of mo- 
dern Courtſhip, we ſhall find it to conſiſt in a devout 
Turn of the Eyes, called Ogling; an artificial Form of 
Canting and Whining by rote, every Interval, for 
want of other Matter, made up with a Shrug, or a 
Hum, a Sigh, or a Groan; The Style compact of in- 
ſigniſcant Words, Incoherences and Repetition. Theſe, 
It. ke, to be the moſt accompliſh'd Rules of Addreſs 
to a Miſtreſs; and where are theſe performed with 
more Dexterity, than by the Saints? Nay, to bring this 
Argument yet cloſer, I have beer informed by cer- 
tain Sanguine Brethren of the firſt Claſs, that in the 
Height and Orgaſmus. of their Spiritual exerciſe, it has 
been frequent with them * * * . *. im- 
mediately atter which, they found the Spirit to relax 
and Jag of a ſudden with the Nerves, and they were 
forced to haſten to a Conclufion. This may be farther 
ſtrengthened, by obſerving with Wonder, how un- 
accountably all Females are attracted by Viſionary or 
Enthuſiaſticæ Preachers, tho' never ſo contemptible in 
tucir cut ard Men; which is uſually ſuppofed to be 
done upon Conſiderations, purely Spiritual, without 
any car nal Regards at all. But I have reaſon to think, 
the Sex hath certain Characteriſticks, by which they 
form a truer Judgment of Human Abilities and Per- 
formings, than we our ſelves can poſſibly do of each 
other, Let That he as it will, thus much is certain, 
that however Spiritual Intrigues begin, they generally 
conclude like all others; they may branch upwards 
towards Heaven, but the Root 1s in the Earth. Too 
intenſe a Contemplation is not the Buſineſs of Fleſh 
and Blood: it muſt by the neceſſary Courſe of Things, 
in a little Time, let go its Hold, and fall into Matter. 
Lovers, for the ſake of Celeſtial Converſe, are but 
another fort of Platonicks, who pretend to ſee Stars 


and 
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and Heaven in Ladies Eyes, and to look or think no 
lower ; hut the ſame Pi is provided for both; and 
they ſeem. a perfect Moral to the Story ot that Philo- 
ſopher, who, while his Thoughts and Eyes were fixed 
upon the Conſtellationt, found himſelf ſeduced by his 
lomer Parts into a-Ditch. | 


I had ſomewhat more to ſay upon this Part of the 
dubject; but the Poſt is juſt going, which forces me 


in great Haſte to conclude, 


* | g SIR, 
Tours, &c. 

Pray burn this Letter : 

as ſoon 45 it comes 

to your Hands. | 
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